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RESOLUTION ADM N° 217-2015 

 

That states related provisions to the Maritime Training Center’s Branches  

and modifies the Resolution ADM N°. 260 of September 15th, 2014. 

 

 

THE ADMINISTRATOR, a. i. OF THE PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY, 

in used of his legal faculties, 

 

WHEREAS: 

 

 

That by Law Decree No.7 of February 10th, 1998, the Panama Maritime Authority was created and the different maritime competences of 

the public administration were unified. 

 

That the General Directorate of Seafarers, that is under the organic structure of the Panama Maritime Authority, is  an administrative 

service and program execution organism, whose operational and internal organization is adjusted to what is specified in the Law Decree 

No.7 of February 10th, 1998 and, also in the regulations issued for its development. 

 

That according with the numeral 1 of Article 33 of Law Decree No.7 of February 10th, 1998, the functions of the General Directorate of 

Seafarers of the Panama Maritime Authority includes enforcing legal regulations on education, training, certification and whatchkeeping 

for seafarers, according to the provisions for the international conventions ratified by the Republic of Panama. 

 

That by Law No.4 of May 15th, 1992, the Republic of Panama approved the International Convention on Standards of Training, 

Certification and Whatchkeeping for Seafarers 1978, as amended in 1995 (STCW'78, as amended). 

 

That the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Whatchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, as amended 

(STCW'78, as amended), in its Article 1 concerning the General Obligations pursuant to the Convention, established that the Parties 

undertake to promulgate all laws, decrees, orders and regulations and to take all other steps which may be necessary to give the 

Convention full and complete effect, so as to ensure that, from the point of view of life’s safety and property at sea and the protection of 

the marine environment, seafarers on board ships are qualified and fit for their duties. 

 

That this Convention established in Regulation I/6, that each Party shall ensure that the training and assessment of seafarers, as required 

under the Convention, are administered, supervised and monitored; and those responsible for the training and assessment of competence 

of seafarers, as required under the Convention, are appropriately qualified in accordance for the type and level of training or assessment 

involved, in accordance with the provisions of Section A-1/6 of the Training Code. 

 

That this Convention established in Regulation I/6, that each Party shall ensure that in accordance with the provisions of section A-1/8 of 

the Training Code, all training, assessment of competence, certification, including medical certification, endorsement and revalidation 

activities carried out by non-governmental agencies or entities under its authority, are continuously monitored through  Quality Standards 

System to ensure achievement of defined objectives, including those concerning the qualifications and experience of instructors and 

assessors; and where governmental agencies or entities perform such activities, there shall be a quality standards system. 

 

That by Law Decree No.8 of February 26th, 1998, regulating the sea labour and waterways and contains other provisions, states in Article 

1 that the Maritime Authority of Panama is the competent entity to exercise power to ensure for the strict compliance with the effective 

implementation of the Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers,1978, as amended. 

 

That by Resolution J.D. No. 009-2001 of February 12th, 2001, the Board of Directors of the Maritime Authority, approved the national 

standards of training and certification for Seafarers in compliance with the requirements imposed by the International Convention on 

Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, as amended. 

  

That according with the Resolution ADM No. 148-2011 of November 18th, 2011, the Resolution 1 is adopted in all its parts and the 

Annex 1 of the Resolution 2; adopted on June 25, 2010, through the 2010 Manila Amendments, the International Convention on 

Standards of Training, Certification and Whatchkeeping for the Seafarers, 1978, as amended (STCW'78, as amended) and its Training, 

Certification, and Watchkeeping for Seafarers Code respectively. 

 

That by Resolution ADM No. 260-2014 of September 15th, 2014, is issued the regulation governing the process by which the 

recognition’s application of a Maritime Training Center are managed, as well as, the procedure for the recognition, evaluation, audit, 

supervision, control and the withdraw of national and foreign Maritime Training Center. 

 



That by Resolution J.D. No. 003-2015 of January 27th, 2015, new fees for Application's Recognition as national or foreign Maritime 

Training Center, in concept of recognition application courses, new courses add-on application, and courses certificates' issuing given by 

the Authorized Maritime Training Centers are fixed. 

 

That attending all mentioned above and with the purpose of ruling the  administrative provisions of the Panama Maritime Authority, 

regarding of the authorization, assessment, supervision, control and withdraw of the national and foreign Maritime Training Centers and 

theirs branches, by virtue of the faculties invested in the Administrator by the Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998,  

 

RESOLVES: 

 

FIRST: For the purposes of the present Resolution, "branch" means every Maritime Training Center's secondary 

facility, that: 

 

1.  Forms an integral part of it, with an address other than the headquarter and with the same 

juridical person, or 

 

2.  Every facility with juridical person different of the recognized Maritime Training Center, that 

enters into a Commercial Agreement to impart education and training for the seafarers, under 

the same recognition parameters granted by the Panama Maritime Authority for the main 

Maritime Formation Center. 

 

The Maritime Training Center recognized by the Panama Maritime Authority, which request a branch 

from this Administration, shall always be solidarity responsible for the fulfillment and procedures of 

Quality Management System, suitable personnel, equipment, simulators, certificate issuance and 

information issued, used by such branch to impart courses in regard with the minimum requirements in 

the STCW’78 Convention, as amended, and the current national Panamanian law. The branch should 

fulfill with the local or a foreign imposed standard by this specific service, depending on it is domiciled.  

 

SECOND: The Maritime Training Center recognition's application, should be formalized by a memorial submitted 

to the General Directorate of Seafarers, through a Panamanian licensed lawyer, which should include the 

name, branch address, list of the courses to recognize; likewise documents and evidence which 

demonstrate the fulfillment of the requirements established in the Resolution ADM No. 260-2014 of 

September 15th, 2014's fourth article must be attached.  

 

THIRD: In cases where the Maritime Training Center’s Branch has been created through Commercial 

Agreement, the next supplementary documents must be shown: 

 

1. Commercial Agreement copy, duly legalized or apostilled; and 

 

2.   Issued certificate for the Public Registry or equivalent in the country of origin duly 

apostilled, indicating the existing and the legal representation of the societies (main Maritime 

Training Center and branch), pointing the establishment date, Board of Directors, Dignitaries, 

Legal Representative,  

 

The undertaking must contain at least the following elements: the parties' names as they appear in the 

Public Registry's Certificate or equivalent in the country of origin, Legal Representative's general 

information, contact info, domicile, undertaking subject, validity period, courses' maritime training list, 

instructors’ names' list, facilities and equipment description as a part of the agreement. 

 

FOURTH: The certificates issued by a branch, which is in a commercial agreement, should fulfill with the 

minimum established in the Maritime Training Center Recognition Resolution for the certificate’s 

application. The certificate must be issued in the name or the main Maritime Training Center, and 

should point the name and the branch where the course was given. 

 

FIFTH: Maritime Training Center' branches must fulfill with Quality Management System requirement, for that 

reason the scope of coverage must ensure the define objective consecution, included those related to the 

instructor's qualifications and experiences, courses and training program's relatives procedures, and the 

certificate issuing for this case. The Quality Management System implemented for the branch, may be 

different from the established for headquarter’ s Maritime Training Center, but both of these systems 

must have a procedure that allow the training's traceability and the certificate's issuing under the terms 

of the agreement. 



 

SIXTH: The Maritime Training Center's branches are subject to in-site audits, under all the requirements 

established in the Resolution ADM No.260-2014 of September 15th, 2014. 

SEVENTH: The national and foreign Maritime Training Center's branches, must channel through the headquarters’ 

Maritime Training Center, and this one will be the responsible of carrying out the current fees' payment 

for the application of recognition as national or foreign Maritime Training Center; just as current fees, 

for each Certificate issued by the recognized Maritime Training Center, at the rate of the Courses given 

fulfilling the Convention STCW '78, as amended, the Maritime Labour Convention, 2006, IMO Model 

Courses, Seafarers’ Certification Courses and any other course that is recognized for the General 

Directorate of Seafarers and given for the recognized Maritime Training Center. 

 

EIGHTH: The Maritime Training Center recognized by the Panama Maritime Authority, as well as the branches, 

just may impart courses and issue the respective certificates, in the audit domicile and approved by this 

General Directorate, therefore all contrary practice is prohibited. 

 

NINETH: The Maritime Training Center branches are subject to the same established provisions in the Resolution 

ADM No. 260-2014 of September 15th, 2014. 

 

TENTH: Modify the Article Four of the Resolution ADM No. 260-2014 of September 15th, 2014, is replaced by 

the following: 

 

"FOURTH: The recognition’s applications as Maritime Training Center and/or the 

branches that apply to impart on-board or grand, Maritime Training courses, in accordance 

with the established Convention STCW '78, as amended, must formalize through application 

memorial submitted to the General Directorate of Seafarers, through the licensed lawyer in 

the Republic of Panama. 

 

The memorial must detail the following information: name of the Maritime Training Center 

as it appears in the Public Register or equivalent in the origin’s State; Maritime Training 

Center complete domicile and/or branches; list of the requested maritime training courses; 

digitally given documents' description given with the memorial application and application's 

legal basis. 

 

The following memorial must be attached to the documents and evidences detail as below: 

 

1. Duly legalized or apostilled power, where the designation of the attorney-in-fact 

appears. The Power must show general information of the Legal Representative and 

Attorney-in-fact (phone numbers, e-mails, domicile and zip code). 

 

2. Origin State issued certificate by the Public Register or equivalent dully apostilled, 

where the existence and legal representation of the existence and society appear, 

pointing its establishment's date, the Board of Directors, Dignitaries, Legal 

Representatives. 

 

 

3. Corresponding payment fee. 

 

4. Syllabus structure and properly developed scheme of each course to recognize 

according with the corresponding IMO Model Course or Training Code or other 

applicable International Convention or Regulation; that as a minimum includes at 

least: purpose, objective, income level, course accreditation certificate, maximum 

number of students, minimum personnel, training facilities and equipment, learning 

support, IMO and other references, text books, theoretical and practical teaching load, 

course scheme with the topics to develop, description of the teaching methodology used, 

and evaluation systems and approval criteria for each course. 

 

 

5. The Certificate formats will be issued with a space for the respective consecutive 

internal, after that the participant complete and approve the course(s). The Certificates 

must at least indicate the following: 

 



 Maritime Training Center name which issued the certificate; 

 Number and date of the Resolution where the Maritime Training Center is 

recognized to emit such certificate and the validity date of the given recognition; 

 Certificate's consecutive number;  

 Name of the given course, and the regulation and section according to the 

Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers 

International Convention and Code, 1978, and amended; 

 Type of given training; 

 Participant's complete name and its I.D. number; 

 Place where the course was imparted; 

 Company's logotype; 

 Certificate's issuing date; and 

 Maritime Training Center Director's name and signature. 

 

6. Assigned instructors' updated curricula vitae for each course with their respective 

history, experiences and, professional's credential equivalent to the instruction's type or 

level, or training to give according with the  Regulation I/6 of Convention STCW '78, 

as amended, which must be attached with certificates' copies or diplomas which credits 

the agency instructors' certificate of competence, as well as the safety certificates and 

specialties related with the given program or training course. 

 

7. Evidence of the instructors' acquiring training in the model course IMO 6.09 regarding 

with the training and instructor, according with the Regulation I/6 of the Convention 

STCW '78, as amended. In case that it is imparted with simulators, the instructors must 

be demonstrate that they have received training regarding of the instructions' 

techniques based in Deck’s Simulators, Engine Room’s Simulators, and other 

equipment as well as demonstrate the practical experience in their usages. 

 

8. Quality Manual's Digital Version and procedures implemented in the Maritime 

Training Center and/ or  its branches according to the established on the Convention 

STCW '78, as amended’ s Regulations 1/6 and 1/8, where the implementation and 

internal Quality System maintenance appear, subject to certification for an 

independent audits' organ with a recognized international prestige, based on the 

pertinent criteria and the quality control's standards that are internationally 

recognized, which efficiency grade will not be less than the current ISO 9001’s series. 

 

 

9. Inventory and documental evidence of the facilities, equipment and simulators of the 

Maritime Training Center and/or branches. In case of the Maritime Training Center 

and/or branches has an agreement for the facilities' usage, equipment, simulators with 

a third party, these ones must be located in the same city where the authorized 

Maritime Training Center and/or branches are located. The Maritime Training Center 

and/or branches will keep in optimal conditions in its/their facilit(y/ies) equipment and 

simulators all the time. 

 

10. Recognition as the Maritime Training Center and courses that want to recognized, 

issued by the countries' Maritime Administration of the origin's country, which must be 

found in the IMO's White List duly legalized and apostilled. 

 

The General Directorate of Seafarers may exempt, on the basis of a reasoned request, 

the recognition presentation of the Maritime Administration indicated previously, 

whenever the education and the given formation warranty the prescriptions, of 

Convention STCW '78, as amended, related to the seagoing period, training and 

competence, for cases which fulfill the following criteria: 

 

a) Maritime Training Centers located in countries which do not have a Maritime 

Authority, because lack of borders with the sea and oceans, but with Undertaking 

signed with the Panama Maritime Authority, related with the Convention STCW 

'78, as amended. 

 



b) In such countries assisted by technical cooperation in ways to implement the 

provisions of the Convention STCW '78, as amended, reason why they are not 

found in the IMO's White List, but with Undertaking signed with the Panama 

Maritime Authority, related with the Convention STCW '78, as amended. 

 

c) Those Maritime Authorities which only recognized national Maritime Training 

Centers; while privates Maritime Training Centers are authorized for other 

governmental entity. 

 

d) Maritime Administrations which do not recognized on-board training 

programs, dispense may be given, as long as the training will be done in 

Panamanian flag vessels. 

 

e) In cases where the origin country's Maritime Authority restrict the origin and 

the recognition of the Maritime Training Center, and an interest exists by the 

maritime operators and seafarers placement agencies in a determined country 

which creates benefits for the Panamanian flag in approve an additional center in 

this geographic area. 

 

In the previous cases, the requester must show the agreement of certification 

stating it or the previous mentioned budgets. 

 

11. Any other requirement established by law.” 

 

ELEVENTH:  The Resolution ADM No. 260-2014 of September 15th, 2014's remaining articles will keep intact 

 

TWELFTH:  Instruct the General Directorate of Seafarers to communicate through Circulars the implementation 

adopted by  this resolution, all the General Directorate of Seafarer's users, including the recognized and 

authorized Maritime Training Center. 

 

THIRTEENTH:   

This resolution derogates the Resolution ADM No. 282-2005 of August 23rd, 2005. 

 

FOURTEENTH:  This resolution rules will be in force from it publication in the Official Gazette of the Republic of 

Panama. 

 

LAW BASIS:   Law No.4 of May 15th, 1992 

     Law Decree No. 7 of February 10th, 1998 and its modifications. 

     Law Decree No. 8 of February 26th, 1998. 

     Resolution J.D. No. 009-2001 of February 12th, 2001. 

     Resolution J.D. No. 003-2015 of January 27th, 2015. 

     Resolution ADM No. 148-2011 of November 18th, 2011. 

     Resolution ADM No. 260-2014 of September 15th, 2014. 

 

COMMUNICATE, PUBLISH AND COMPLY 

 

 

Given in the City of Panama, this twenty-eighth (28) day of the month of September of the year two thousand and fifteen (2015). 

 

 

 

 

 

(UNINTELLIGIBLE SIGNATURE)     (UNINTELLIGIBLE SIGNATURE) 

 

TOMAS AVILA       EDUARDO SEGURA 

ADMINISTRATOR, a.i. OF      DIRECTOR OF THE LEGAL OFFICE, 

PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY      ACTING AS THE JUDICIAL SECRETARY 
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