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No. 28620        Official Gazette, Wednesday September 26, of 2018 

 
RESOLUTION ADM No. 004-2018 

 
THE ADMINISTRATOR OF THE PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY, in use of its legal faculties and 

 
WHEREAS: 

That though Law Decree No. 7 of February 10, 1998, the Panama Maritime Authority is created, 

unifying the different maritime competencies of the Public Administration and acting as Supreme 

Authority of the Republic of Panama, to exercise the rights and to enforce the responsibilities of the 

Panamanian State within the framework of the international conventions, and other current laws and 

regulations.  

That it is the function of the Panama Maritime Authority to recommend policies and actions, to 

exercise administrative acts, and to enforce the legal and regulatory norms related to the maritime 

sector. 

That under the organic structure it is found the General Directorate of Seafarers, body of 

administrative services and program execution, which its functioning and internal organization is 

adjusted to the specified in the Law Decree No. 7 of February 10, 1998 and in addition, in the 

regulations that are dictated on its development. 

That by Law No.4, of May 15, 1992, the Republic of Panama adopted the International Convention on 

Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, as amended (STCW’78, 

as amended). 

That through Resolution No. 603-07-16-ALCN of February 17, 1998, the Regional Maritime Technical 

Offices of the General Directorate Consular and Ships of the Ministry of  Treasury were created in the 

cities of New York, United States ; London, England and Manila, Philippines, to streamline and make 

more efficient the service related to seafarer certificates of competence requests. 

That by virtue of the foregoing considerations, it is necessary to revise the provisions of Resolution 

No. 603-07-16-ALCN of February 17, 1998, and establish the opening of the new Regional 

Documentation Offices and its functions; with the objective of increasing the efficiency and speed of 

the issuance of certificates, endorsements of certificates and endorsements of seafarers' courses, in 

order to be consistent with the current and future needs of the maritime and seafarers sector, that 

provides services aboard ships of the Panamanian registry. 

That through Resolution ADM No.099-2009 of December 01, 2009, the name of all current Technical 

Offices of the General Directorate of Seafarers of the Panama Maritime Authority located abroad and 

the new ones to be created in the future, was unified to the denomination “Regional Documentation 

Offices”, and at the same time were created two (2) new Regional Documentation Offices; one in 

Piraeus, Greece and the other in the Republic of Singapore, and the functions of both Regional 

Documentation Offices were established. 

That through Resolution ADM No.102-2009 of December 22, 2009, was approved the establishment 

of new Regional Documentation Offices in Seoul, South Korea and in Mumbai, Republic of 

Philippines, and the functions of these Regional Documentation Offices were set. 

That through Resolution ADM No. 167-2015 of July 15, 2015, was established the Regional 

Documentation Office in the city of Dubai, United Arab Emirates, attached to the General Directorate 

of Seafarers, with the purpose of making evaluation and issuing the technical documentation of 

seafarers rendering services aboard the Panamanian ship vessels. 

That the article 27 of Decree Law No. 7 of February 10, 1998, modified by Law No. 57 of August 6, 

2008, establishes as functions of the General Administrator of the Panama Maritime Authority, beside 

others, the issuance of resolutions related with the functioning and services provided by the Authority. 



That according to the quality standards and with the purpose of keeping the continuous improvement 

in the services that we offer to the seafarers of our Merchant Registry and taking in consideration that 

the People's Republic of China has a great number of seafarers with Panamanian licenses, the 

Administrator of the Panama Maritime Authority,  

RESOLVES: 

FIRST:   TO APPROVE the establishment of the Regional Documentation Office in Shanghai, 

People´s Republic of China, with the purpose of performing evaluations and issuance 

of technical documentation of seafarers, rendering services aboard vessels of the 

Panamanian registry that navigate on international waters. 

 

SECOND: TO ESTABLISH that the Regional Documentation Office in Shanghai, People´s 

Republic of China, represents the Panama Maritime Authority and will be subject to 

the coordination of the General Directorate of Seafarers. 

 

THIRD:   Will be functions of the Regional Documentation Office of Shanghai, People´s 

Republic of China, the following: 

 

 To receive the solicitudes of the applicants, in regards to the process of 

seafarers technical documentation, nationals or non-nationals rendering 

services aboard vessels of the Panamanian Registry on international 

navigation, in accordance with the established in the International Conventions 

ratified by the Republic of Panama and specially the International Convention 

on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping of Seafarers 1978, 

amended (STCW´78 Convention, amended), circulars, quality processes, 

instructionals established by the General Directorate of Seafarers, and any 

other national regulations that may apply.  

 To plan, coordinate and supervise the distribution of value documents and the 

respective solicitudes received, either through Privative Consulates of 

Merchant Marine, Merchant Marine Inspectorates or other office duly 

authorized, currently on existence or the ones that will be established in the 

future: veiling for an efficient and effective process and also to serve as a 

guardian of these documents. 

 To evaluate, to entry the data of the solicitudes and issue the technical 

documentation of seafarers. 

 Verify the authenticity of the documentation, with the Maritime Administrations, 

the Maritime Training Centers, the Physicians, the Maritime Agencies, 

shipping companies and other national or international entities that have had 

issued it. 

 To recommend the General Directorate of Seafarers the inclusion of seafarers 

in the Offender’s List, prior knowledge and approval of the Offender´s 

Evaluation Committee. 

 To attend consults and claims in regards of the administrative and technical 

requirements necessary for the issuance of seafarer´s documentation, as well 

as related legal aspects presented at the Merchant Marine Private Consulate, 

Merchant Marine Inspectorates, and any other office duly authorized, shipping 

companies, lawyers and other users. 

 To advise and recommend the General Director of Seafarers about the 

execution and implementation of new administrative, technical and legal 

measures, with the purpose of ensuring the compliance of the established in 

the international conventions ratified by the Republic of Panama and their 

amendments and related dispositions, affecting the seafarers wellness. 

 Any other functions assigned to the General Director of Seafarers. 

 



FOURTH: The General Directorate of Seafarers will establish and will regulate the geographic 

area of competence of the Regional Documentation Office in Shanghai, People´s 

Republic of China. 

 

FIFTH: The General Directorate of Seafarers can modify the related to the objective, 

functioning and geographic area of competence of the Regional Documentation 

Office in Shanghai, People´s Republic of China, whenever considers it necessary 

and justified. 

 

SIXTH:   The General Directorate of Seafarers will establish the guidelines, procedures and 

control measures that will govern the Regional Documentation Office in Shanghai, 

People´s Republic of China. 

 

SEVENTH:  The present resolution will entry in force after its publication in the Official Gazette of 

the Republic of Panama. 

LEGAL BASIS: Law No 4 of May 15, 1992. 
 Law Decree No. 7 of February 10, 1998 and its modifications. 

 Resolution No.603-07-16-ALCN of February 17, 1998. 
Resolution ADM No. 099-2009 of December 01, 2009. 
Resolution ADM No. 102-2009 of December 22, 2009. 
 

  
COMMUNICATE, PUBLISH AND COMPLY 

 
Issued in Panama, on the tenth (10) day of January, two thousand eighteen (2018) year. 

In the event of any conflict between the English and Spanish versions, the Spanish version 

published on the Official Gazette of the Republic of Panama, shall prevail. 

 
JORGE BARAKAT PITTY    JUAN JOSE DELGADO CORRO 
ADMINISTRATOR OF     SUBDIRECTOR OF THE   
PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY   LEGAL ADVICE OFFICE, IN  
       SECRETARY DUTIES OF THE 
       ADMINISTRATION 
 
JBP/JJDC/icm 
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