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RESOLUTION JD NO.046-2015 

 

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY, in use of its legal faculties and 

 

WHEREAS: 
 

That by Law Decree No.7 of February 10, 1998, the Panama Maritime Authority is created and different maritime 

competencies of the public administration were unified. 

 

That Article 4 of the Law Decree No.7 of February 10, 1998, establishes that among the Panama Maritime Authority 

functions are to propose, to coordinate and to execute the National Maritime Strategy; to recommend policies and actions; 

execute administrative acts, and to enforce legal and statutory regulations regarding to the Maritime Sector, and ensure the 

strict compliance of the established on treaties, conventions and international instruments ratified by Republic of Panama, 

related with the Maritime Sector. 

 

That inside the organic structure of the Panama Maritime Authority is the General Directorate of Seafarers, administrative 

services and program execution organism, whose operational and internal organization is adjusted to the established in the 

Law Decree No.7 of February 10, 1998 and also, in the regulations dictated for its development. 

  

That based on Numeral 7 of Article 33 of the aforementioned regulation, the General Directorate of Seafarers has among 

its functions, to set the corresponding concept for the payment of fees and rights related to the services provided, 

according to the established in the International Conventions ratified by the Republic of Panama and the current national 

legislation. 

 

That the Article 18 of the Law Decree No.7 of February 10, 1998, establishes that corresponds to the Board of Directors 

of the Panama Maritime Authority, to adopt administrative, scientific and technological policies that promotes and assures 

the competitiveness and profitability of the maritime sector, and the development of the human resources; likewise to 

structure, regulate, determine, set, alter, impose fees and rights of the services provided. 

 

That by Law No.4 of May 5, 1992, the Republic of Panama, ratified the International Convention on Standards, 

Certification and Watchkeeping of Seafarers, 1978, as amended (STCW’78 Convention, amended). 

 

That by Resolution J.D. No.009-2001 of February 12, 2001, was approved the national regulations for the training and 

certification of seafarers in compliance with the requirements imposed by the International Convention on Standards, 

Certification and Watchkeeping of Seafarers, 1978, as amended (STCW’78 Convention, amended). 

 

That by Resolution ADM No.148-2011 of November 18, 2011, was adopted Resolution 1 in all its parts and Annex 1 of 

Resolution 2; adopted on June 25, 2010, through the Manila Amendments, to the International Convention on Standards 

of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, as amended (STCW’78 Convention, amended), and its 

Seafarers’ Training, Certification and Watchkeeping Code, respectively. 

 

That by Resolution ADM No.084-2008 of August 8, 2008, was approved the implementation of the Ship Security Officer 

Certification, according with national and international regulations for the certification of seafarers in compliance with the 

requirements imposed by the STCW'78, Convention and the International Ship and Port Facility Security (ISPS Code).  

 

That by Resolution J.D. No.064-2010, of July 22, 2010, was set the fees to be charged for the technical documentation 

services and related, concerning the Panamanian and foreign seafarers that work on board ships of the Panamanian 

Registry in national and international waters, issued through the General Directorate of Seafarers. 

 

That by Resolution J.D. No. 087-2010 of November 11, 2010, was set the fees to be charged for duplicates services of 

technical documentation and expedition of Certificates of Competency for Panamanian seafarers and foreigners that serve 

on board vessels flying our flag, in national waters or Foreign Service. 

 



That in virtue of the aforementioned considerations, is necessary to adopt new administrative policies, with the aim to 

promote and assure the competitiveness and profitability of the maritime sector, and be consistent with the services 

currently provided to the seafarers working on board vessels of the Panamanian Registry of international navigation, 

through the General Directorate of Seafarers of the Panama Maritime Authority, consequently, 

 

RESOLVES: 

 

FIRST ARTICULE: TO GRANT a fifty percent discount (50%) on certification services of foreign seafarers that 

works on board vessels of the Panamanian registry, whose service is on passenger ships 

(cruises), and belongs to an economic group that maintains registered in the Merchant Marine 

more than ten (10) vessels of this type. 

 

Be understood by seafarer’s certification services, the issuance of the Certificate of 

Competency (Certificate or Endorsement), Certification renewal, upgrading for officers, 

ratings and hotel and cruise staff. 

SECOND ARTICULE: The Ship Security Officer Course (SSO-Ship Security Officer) and the Electronic Chart 

Display and Information System (ECDIS), will be considered as a specialized course for 

Panamanian and foreigners that work on board vessels flying our flag, and therefore will have 

a value of Fifty Dollars with 
00

/100 (USD.50.00). 

THIRD ARTICULE: To Authorize the General Directorate of Seafarers to apply the new fees indicated on article 

first of the present resolution. 

FOURTH ARTICULE: This Resolution shall entry into force as of January 1, 2016. 

LEGAL BASIS: Law No.4 of May 15, 1992. 

Law Decree No.7 of February 10, 1998, modified by Law No.57 of August 6, 2008. 

Resolution J.D. No.009-2001 of February 12, 2001. 

Resolution J.D. No.064-2010 of July 22, 2010. 

Resolution J.D. No.087-2010 of November 11, 2010. 

Resolution ADM No.084-2008 of August 08, 2008. 

Resolution ADM No.148-2011 of November, 2011. 

 

TO BE COMMUNICATED, PUBLISHED AND ENFORCED 

 

Issued in Panama City, on the twenty-fifth (25) day in the month of June of the year two thousand fifteen (2015) 

 

THE PRESIDENT THE SECRETARY 

Signed Signed 

ALVARO ANTONIO ALEMAN HEALY 

PRESIDENTIAL MINISTRY 
JORGE BARAKAT PITTY 

ADMINISTRATOR OF THE PANAMA MARITIME 

AUTHORITY 

 

 

IN THE EVENT OF ANY CONFLICT BETWEEN THE ENGLISH AND SPANISH VERSIONS, THE SPANISH VERSION 

PUBLISHED ON THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE OF THE REPUBLIC OF PANAMA, SHALL PREVAIL. 
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PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY 

GENERAL DIRECTORATE OF SEAFARER 

 

MERCHANT MARINE CIRCULAR MMC-315 

PanCanal Building 

Albrook, Panama City 

Republic of Panama 

Tel: (507) 501-5355 

jortega@segumar.com 

 

  

To: Ship-owners/Operators, Legal Representatives of Panamanian Flagged 

Vessels, Recognized Organizations (RO’s), Panamanian Merchant Marine 

Consulates, Inspectorates, Authorized Offices, Regional Documentation 

Offices of the Panama Maritime Authority 

  

Subject: SPECIAL DISCOUNT ON SEAFARERS CERTIFICATION SERVICES 

  

Reference: Resolution J.D. No.046-2015 of June 25, 2015 

 

The purpose of this circular is to communicate the maritime sector that through the Official 

Gazette No.27817-A of July 6, 2015, is published the Resolution J.D. No.046-2015 of June 

25, 2015, which shall come into force on January 1
st
, 2016, through which is granted a 

discount of the fifty percent (50%) in certification services of foreigner seafarers working on 

board of Panama registered vessels, whose main service is passenger vessels (cruises), and 

that they must belong to an economic group maintaining more than ten (10) passenger 

vessels (cruise) registered on the Panama Merchant Marine. 

 

Additionally, this Resolution establishes that beginning on January 1
st
, 2016, the Ship 

Security Officer – SSO (Oficial de Protección de Buques) License and Electronic Chart 

Display and Information System (ECDIS) [Sistema de Información y Visualización de las 

Cartas Náuticas Electrónicas (SIVCE)], directed to Panamanians and foreigners seafarers 

working on board of Panama flagged vessels, will be considered as specialized course and 

will have a value of FIFTY DOLLARS WITH 
00

/100 (USD50.00) each one. 

 

 

August 2015. 

 

Inquiries concerning the subject of this Circular or any request should be directed to: 

General Directorate of Seafarers 

Panama Maritime Authority 

Phone: +507 501-5049 | 5052 

Fax: +507 501-5047 

Email: gentemar@amp.gob.pa 
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