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RESOLUTION JD No. 053-2018 

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY, in use of its legal powers, and 

WHEREAS: 

 

That by Law Decree No.7, of February 10, 1998, is created the Panama Maritime Authority, and various maritime 
entities of the public administration were unified and it was established among its functions to: propose, coordinate and 
execute the National Maritime Strategy; recommend policies and actions, execute administrative acts; and enforce the 
legal and regulative standards with regard to the maritime sector; and to monitor the strict compliance of the established 
in treaties, conventions and international instruments ratified by the Republic of Panama, related to the maritime sector. 
 
That according to the established in Numeral 3, Article 4 of Law Decree No.7 of February 10, 1998, beside other 
functions, the Panama Maritime Authority is authorized to regulate the measurements in order to protect the national 
interests of the maritime spaces and inner waters.  
 
That inside the organic structure it is found the General Directorate of Seafarers, body of administrative 
services and program execution, which its functioning and internal organization are adjusted to the specified in 
the Law Decree No.7 of February 10, 1998 and in addition, in the regulations that are dictated in its 
development. 
 
That the article 7 of Law Decree No.8 of February 26, 1998, establishes that all seafarers on board of 
Panama-Flag vessels, must have a Certificate of Competence issued by the Panama Maritime Authority in 
compliance with the national laws, authorizing its owner to execute the functions of the described position in 
the mentioned certificate. 
 
Likewise, Article 10 of Law Decree No.8 of February 26, 1998, establishes that the Panama Maritime Authority 
will determine the sub-classifications of personnel, taking in consideration the specific teams of experience, 
vessel type training, type of navigation, in accordance of national laws.  
 
That through Resolution J.D. No.036-2017 of September 28, 2017, were approved the minimum requirements 
for the issuance of Certifications of Seafarers working on board of Panama-Flag vessels in jurisdictional waters 
of the Republic of Panama. 
 
That through Resolution J.D. No.003-2018 of January 18, 2018, two (2) articles were added to Resolution J.D. 
No.036-2017 of September 27, 2017, in order to regulate the requirements to avoid accidents caused by 
seafarers who are under the influence of alcohol and/or narcotic substances. 
 
That the Panama Maritime Authority is responsible to guarantee that seafarers have the certifications and 
necessary aptitudes to perform their functions, and in this way, to veil for the safety of human life and sea 
goods, as the protection of the marine environment. 
 
That Numeral 3 of Article No.18 of Law Decree No.7 of February 10, 1998 establishes that it belongs to the 
Board of Directors of the Panama Maritime Authority to adopt the administrative, scientific and technological 
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policies to promote and ensure the competitiveness and profitability of the maritime sector and the 
development of their human resources; to structure, to rule, to determine, to set, to change and to impose 
taxes and tariffs for the services rendered by the Authority. 
 
That by virtue of the foregoing and in order with the purpose to regulate the technical documentation and the 
issuance of Certificates of Competence for seafarers according to the needs of the maritime sector and 
guarantee the adequate physical conditions of seafarers working on jurisdictional waters of the Republic of 
Panama, the Board of Directors of the Panama Maritime Authority, using the faculties conferred by the Law 
Decree No.7 of February 10 of 1998,  
 
 

BE IT RESOLVED: 

 

FIRST: To approve the minimum requirements for the issuance of the certifications of seafarers working in 

jurisdictional waters of the Republic of Panama on board of Panama-Flag vessels. 

 

SECOND: To the effects of this Resolution and without contrary disposition expressed in other sense, the 

following definitions will rule: 

1. Vessel of passengers: vessel transporting more than 12 passengers. 

2. Vessel of passengers of RoRo transship: vessels that transports passengers and also 

RoRo equipment. 

3. Tanker vessel: vessel transporting petroleum and/or its derivatives, chemical products or 

liquefied gases. 

4. Cabotage:  coastal maritime trade and traffic in the jurisdictional waters of the Republic of 

Panama. 

5. Seafarer:  any crew member which is not the skipper. 

6. Coastal navigation: is the one that is made up to a distance of 50 nautical miles measured 

from the coast or the navigation that takes place in rivers or its mouth, or in lakes or between 

the islands of an archipelago. 

7. Cargo vessel:  any vessel transporting dry merchandise, or adapted to the bulk transportation 

of any type of liquids. 

8. Fishing vessel:  any vessel used to capture fishes, shrimps or any other alive species of the 

marine flora and fauna. 

9. Pleasure vessel: any vessel of private usage destined to pleasure navigation and/or sport 

fishing. 



No.28734                                                                                              Digital Official Gazette, Monday March18, 2019 

 

10. Skipper:  Person in charge of the management of a pleasure, fishing or cargo vessel in 

jurisdictional Panamanian waters. 

11. Passengers:  Any person that is not member of the crew of a vessel. 

12. Tugboat: vessel destined to special services like docking and undocking in ports of 

jurisdictional waters of the Republic of Panama, such as vessel towage, port assistance and 

rescue, and others. 

13.  License: Document issued by the Panama Maritime Authority that allows its legitimate holder 

to provide the service to the determined position and to perform the functions expected for the 

level of responsibility specified in the jurisdictional waters of the Republic of Panama. 

14. GT: Gross tonnage. 

 

THIRD: To Empower the General Directorate of Seafarers to determine the technical and administrative 

requirements related to the capacities of the licenses for seafarers working on jurisdictional waters of 

the Republic of Panama, on board of Panama-Flag vessels, as detailed below: 

 Seafarer of small vessel 

 Second Class Boat Operator (Less than 12 meters of length). (Control and remote rudder, 

control through helmet, center engine, control and remote rudder, including outboard motor). 

 First Class Boat Operator (Cargo and/or passengers transportation from 12 meters up to 20 

meters of length). 

 Tugboat Operator Up To 500 GT (Only for Renovation) 

 Coastal Traffic Skipper up to 100 GT 

 Coastal traffic skipper up to 500 GT 

 Third Class Pleasure Boat Skipper (Less than 8 meters of length). 

 Second Class Pleasure Boat Skipper (From 8 to 20 meters of length) 

 First Class Pleasure Boat Skipper (More than 20 meters of length). 

 Second Class Fishing Skipper (Up to 12 meters). 

 First Class Fishing Skipper (More than 12 meters of length). 

 Motorman up to 750kw. 

 Marine Technician 

 

FOURTH: Every seafarer engaged in the transport of passengers must provide, in addition to the requirements 

established in Article Third, original of narcotics tests, reflecting negative results.  

The drug test must have been made at least five (5) business days before applying for the 

respective license. 
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The competent authority may carry out random tests of alcohol and drug consumption, when it 

deems necessary. 

For alcohol tests the following Chart will be considered: 

QUALIFICATION LEVEL OF ALCOHOL CONCENTRATION PROCESS 
BLOOD BREATH 
(Milligrams per 
deciliter) 

(micrograms 
per deciliter) 

Tolerance Level  10-50 5-24 Warning 
Alcoholic breath 21-85 25-40 Sanction with fine (*) 
Proven 
drunkenness 

86 or more 41 or more 
Sanction with fine and 
withdrawal of license (**) (***) 

 

(*) For alcoholic breath the penalty will be one hundred balboas with 00/100 (B/.100.00) 

(**) For drunkenness checked for the first time, a fine of one hundred and fifty balboas with 00/100 

(B/.150.00) will be applied, the license will be withdrawn and will be suspended for a period of three 

(3) months. 

(***) For drunkenness checked for the second time, a fine of two hundred and fifty balboas with 

00/100 (B/.250.00) will be applied, the license will be withdrawn and will be suspended for a period 

of six (6) months. 

(****) In case of recidivism in the period of one year, the seafarer will be sanctioned with the 

cancellation of the license and will not be able to request a new license, within two (2) years. 

In all cases of license retention and suspension, the cost of the fine must be paid to proceed with the 

devolution of the license. 

If the drug test is positive, the seafarer will be sanctioned with the cancellation of the license and will 

not be able to request a new license, within two (2) years. 

 

FIFTH: Any seafarer who holds a license of jurisdictional waters of the Republic of Panama will be subject to 

random tests of alcohol and narcotic drugs, which will be carried out by the competent authorities in 

the National Ports, when they deem it necessary. 

 

If the test or tests are positive, the competent authority will withdraw the license from the seafarer, 

and it will be sent to the General Directorate of Seafarers of the Panama Maritime Authority, who will 

proceed with the corresponding sanction. 

 

SIXTH: To order the General Director of Seafarers, that through Circulars, communicate the users, 

companies, lawyers, who make requests of certifications for seafarers working on jurisdictional 
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waters of the Republic of Panama, on board of Panama-Flag vessels, the compliance of the present 

Resolution. 

 
SIXTH:  The present Resolution derogates the Resolution J.D. No.036-2017 of September 28, 2017. 

SEVENTH: This Resolution shall enter into force from its publication in the Official Gazette of the Republic of 
Panama. 

 
LEGAL BASIS:   Law Decree No.7- February 10, 1998 and its amendments. 
   Law Decree No.8 - February 26, 1998 and its amendments. 
   Resolution J.D. No.036-2017 of September 28, 2017. 
   Resolution J.D. No.003-2018 of  January 18, 2018. 

 

 

 

TO BE PUBLISHED AND COMPLIED 

Given at Panama City, on the nineteenth (19) days of December of the year two thousand and eighteen (2018). 

 

THE PRESIDENT      THE SECRETARY 
 
 
 
 
 
FRANCISCO ARTOLA     JORGE BARAKAT PITTY 
VICE MINISTER OF THE PRESIDENCY  ADMINISTRATOR OF THE PANAMA MARITIME 

AUTHORITY 
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