


 

PANAMA MARITIME AUTORITY 
GENERAL DIRECTORATE OF PORTS AND MARITIME ANCILLARY INDUSTRIES 

PROTOCOL FOR ARRIVAL OF YACHTS OR SAILBOATS 

 

Objectives 
Considering that, because of the beginning of the huricane season and because of the privileged geographical position which the Republic of Panama offers, the 
presence of yachts, sailboats, and pleasure vessels which arrive in our waters seeking refuge is forseen; therefore, this protocol is set forth with the 
requirements and guidelines to be complied by said vessels upon arrival to the jurisdictional waters of the Republic of Panama and its marinas.  

Ingress of yachts, sailboats or other vessels will be allowed for: 

 

 Humanitarian purposes       

 Refuge for reasons of meteorological conditions   

 Mechanical Problems        

 General supply (water, food, etc.)  

 Fuel     

 Change of Crew        

 Required procedures in their embassies or consulates (loss of Passport or any other item)      

Ingress thereto for tourist purposes is not allowed.   

Scope: 
 Panama Maritime Authority          

 Ministry of Health        

 National Immigration Service 

 Ministry of Security  
 National Air and Naval Service   
 National Border Service   

 Marinas  

Requirements: 
1. Every yacht or sailboat which enters into the jurisdictional waters of the Republic of Panama, shall send the following information through its shipping 

agent or Captain:       
a. Crew and Passenger Lists (which shall include date and place of embarkation)    
b. Maritime Health Statement   
c. Set sailing from last port   
d. Sworn Statement of absence of individuals on board with symptoms of COVID-19    
e. List of the last 10 ports           Listado de los últimos 10 puertos. 
f. Registration of Temperature during the last 14 days       



 
 
 

2. Every yacht shall present an authorization of the marina where it desires to arrive  

Note: All yachts which do not have a local agency or would not arrive in any marina, shall be obligated to comply with all the required information, same 
which may be requested by the Security Entities of Panama.  

Guidelines: 
1. All yachts shall remain in an anchoring area during the 14-day quarantine period.   
2. No change of marina will be allowed, no matter the justification therefore.     
3. Disembarkation and embarkation is prohibited.     

a. In the event of disembarkation for human flight purposes, a communication from the Embassy of each citizen thereof shall be presented, as well 
as the flight reservation.     

4. At time of requesting authorization for set sailing from Panamanian waters, they shall present a letter from the next port or marina, showing its 
availability to receive them.   

5. Shipping to the Guna Yala Regional area is prohibited.  
6. Every crew member and every passnger shall be subject to the Decrees which are issued by the Ministry of Health, or from other Institutions, regarding 

the mobility restriction and/or sanitary barriers, as well as the Prohibition Laws.  

Obligation for Marinas: 
All Marinas shall be responsible for: 

1. Implementing all health measures and to supervise compliance therewith, giving value to its effectiveness, and amending same, if necessary, based on 
evidenced effectiveness.    

2. Monitoring  that crew members and passengers do not leave the marina limits, as prohibition of embarkation and disembarkation remains in force; the 
exceptions are in the event of emergencies or duly approved repatriations.         

3. To urge all marina workers to keep the distance with crew members and passengers.  
4. All marinas shall be responsible in the event that an employee or user evidences a symptomatology with COVID-19, and in every case complying with all 

guidelines issued by the authorities of the Ministry of Health.  To provide clear and intelligible information, and specific and updated education on 
specific measures which are established (in compliance with health guidelines from MINSA)  

5. To keep a control registry of temperatures of crew members and passengers, as well as of marina workers.  
6. Immediate notice by the marina manager to the Maritime Health units, appropriate Regional Health Office, on the arrival of one or more vessels, in 

order to begin the periodic control of the 14-day quarantine.     


