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RESOLUTION No. J.D. 076-2020  

 

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY, using its 

legal powers, and 

 

WHEREAS: 

 

Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998 created the Panama Maritime Authority, 

unified the different maritime capabilities of the public administration and assigned 

among its duties to recommend policies and actions, to perform administrative acts and 

to enforce the legal and regulatory standards related to the maritime sector. 

 

Accordingly, numeral 7 of article 4 of Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998 

stipulates that the Panama Maritime Authority has the duty of evaluating and proposing 

to the Executive Branch and other state bodies, as required, the measures necessary to 

adopt international treaties and conventions concerning the activities carried out within 

the maritime sector. 

 

The General Directorate of Seafarers is in the Panama Maritime Authority’s 

organization structure, a body of administrative services and program execution, whose 

functioning and internal organization adjust to the provisions of Decree Law No. 7 of 

February 10th, 1998 and in addition, to the regulations enacted to enhance the latter.   

 

According to numeral 1 of article 33 of the aforementioned standard, the Directorate-

General of Seafarers of the Panama Maritime Authority has among its duties, enforcing 

current legal regulations on education, training, certification and watchkeeping of 

seafarers, pursuant to the provisions of the international conventions ratified by the 

Republic of Panama.  

 

By Law No. 4 of May 15th, 1992, the Republic of Panama became a party of the 

International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for 

Seafarers, 1978, as amended (1978 STCW Convention, as amended), and Resolution 

ADM No. 148-2011 of November 18th, 2011 adopted Resolution 1 in all its parts and 

Annex I of Resolution 2; both adopted on June 25th, 2010 by means of the 2010 Manila 

Amendments to the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, and the STCW Code, 

respectively. 

 

The International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping 

for Seafarers, 1978, as amended (1978 STCW Convention, as amended), in its article I, 

on General Obligations under the Convention, establishes that the Parties undertake to 

promulgate all laws, decrees, orders and regulations, and to take all other steps which 

may be necessary to give the Convention full and complete effect, so as to ensure that, 

from the point of view of safety of life and property at sea and the protection of the 

marine environment, seafarers on board ships are qualified and fit for their duties. 

 

That Resolution J.D. No. 021-2019 of May 3rd, 2019 approved the Training, Certification 

and Watchkeeping Regulations for Seafarers working on Panamanian-flagged ships, 

which contain national and international training and certification standards for 

seafarers, in compliance with the requirements imposed by the International Convention 

on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, as 

amended (1978 STCW Convention, as amended) and the STCW Code. 
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That by Resolution ADM No. 276-2015 of December 28th, 2015 adopted the 2014 

amendments to the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, laid out in Resolutions 

MSC.373(93) and MSC.374(93), both of May 22nd, 2014, related to new Regulation I/16 

and the modification of Regulation 1/1.36, as well as the amendment to the STCW 

Code, referring to new Section A-1/16 and the modification of notes 6 and 7 of Table A-

I/9 about the use of Code III on the implementation of IMO instruments. 

 

That by Resolution ADM No. 232-2016 of December 29th, 2016, the 2015 amendments 

to the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, were adopted, laid out by Resolutions 

MSC.396(95) and MSC.397(95), both dated June 11th, 2015, concerning special 

training requirements for personnel on ships governed by the International Safety Code 

for vessels using gases or other low flash point fuels (IGF Code). 

 

That by Resolution ADM No. 123-2017 of July 28th, 2017, the 2016 amendments to the 

1978 STCW Convention, as amended, were adopted, laid out by Resolutions 

MSC.416(97) and MSC.417(97), both dated November 25, 2016, concerning special 

training requirements for personnel of certain types of vessels and minimum 

requirements applicable to the training and qualifications of masters and bridge officers 

on vessels operating in polar waters. 

 

The Republic of Panama remains listed in Circular MSC.1/Circ.1163 (last revision) of 

the International Maritime Organization (IMO), which presents the list of State Parties 

that have submitted information demonstrating that they give full and complete effect to 

the provisions of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended (White List), and has also 

submitted information on the reports of independent assessments under this 

Convention, which was confirmed by the IMO Maritime Safety Committee through 

Circular MSC.1/Circ.1164 (last revision). 

 

In light of the above, the General Directorate of Seafarers continues to strengthen the 

training and certification processes of seafarers working aboard ships, ensuring that 

they have the skills, adequacy, knowledge and aptitudes required to perform the tasks, 

functions and positions aboard, since the human factor is an issue that affects maritime 

safety, the safeguarding of human life at sea, as well as the protection of the marine 

environment. 

 

It is necessary to update, adapt and implement national legal legislation pursuant to the 

provisions and amendments made to the International Conventions of which the 

Republic of Panama is a party, to comply with international standards, with the aim of 

maintaining the efficiency and competitiveness of the Panamanian ship registry and 

seafarers. 

 

Numerals 3, 7 and 9 of article 18 of Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998 stipulate 

that the Board of Directors of the Panama Maritime Authority must adopt administrative, 

scientific and technological policies that promote and ensure that the maritime sector is 

competitive and profitable and its human resources thrive; and must also organize the 

Authority as well as structure, regulate, determine, set, alter and impose fees and duties 

for the services the Authority renders, wherefore it 

 

RESOLVES: 
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FIRST: To APPROVE the REGULATIONS OF TRAINING, 

CERTIFICATION AND WATCHKEEPING FOR SEAFARERS 

WORKING ON BOARD SEAGOING SHIPS IN ACCORDANCE 

WITH THE 1978 STCW CONVENTION, AS AMENDED, which 

contains the standards for the training and certification of seafarers, 

in observance of the provisions of the International Convention on 

Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for 

Seafarers, 1978, as amended (1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended) and the STCW Code, which is attached and forms an 

integral part of this Resolution. 

 

SECOND: To AUTHORIZE the Administrator of the Panama Maritime 

Authority to set up and regulate the provisions set out herein. 

 

THIRD: To AUTHORIZE the General Directorate of Seafarers to set up the 

corresponding procedures, so that the provisions hereto are 

observed. 

 

FOURTH: This resolution subrogates Resolution J.D. No. 021-2019 of May 

3rd, 2019, Resolution J.D. No. 020-1999 of December 27th, 1999 

and other provisions which are contrary thereto. 

 

FIFTH: This resolution will take effect from its publication in the Official 

Gazette of the Republic of Panama.   

 

LEGAL BASIS:  Law No. 4 of May 15th, 1992. 

Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998 and modifications.  

Resolution ADM No. 148-2011 of November 18th, 2011. 

Resolution ADM No. 276-2015 of December 28th, 2015. 

Resolution ADM No. 232-2016 of December 29th, 2016. 

Resolution ADM No. 123-2017 of July 28th, 2017. 

 

PUBLISH AND ENFORCE 

 

Given in Panama City, on the eight (8th) days of the month of July, two thousand twenty 
(2020). 
 
 
 
THE PRESIDENT 

 

 

 

(Signed) 

NORIEL ARAUZ V. 

ADMINISTRATOR OF THE PANAMA 

MARITIME AUTHORITY 

THE SECRETARY 

 

 

 

(Signed) 

ANA MARGARITA REYES 

DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR OF THE 

PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY 

 

 

NAV/AMR 
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To Resolution No. J.D. 076-2020 of October 8th, 2020 

 

REGULATIONS OF TRAINING, CERTIFICATION AND WATCHKEEPING FOR 

SEAFARERS WORKING ON BOARD SEAGOING SHIPS IN ACCORDANCE WITH 

THE 1978 STCW CONVENTION, AS AMENDED 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

CHAPTER I 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Article 1:  General Obligations 

Article 2:  Application Scope 

Article 3:  Definitions 
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CERTIFICATES AND ENDORSEMENTS 

Article 4:  Certificates to serve on Panamanian-flagged ships 

Article 5:  Issuance and Registry of Certificates 

Article 6:  Certificate Endorsement 

Article 7:  Certificate and Endorsement Formats 

 

CHAPTER III 

DISPENSATION 

Article 8:  Dispensation 

 

CHAPTER IV 

EQUIVALENCES 

Article 9:  Equivalents 

 

CHAPTER V 

PRINCIPLES GOVERNING NEAR-COASTAL VOYAGES 

Article 10:  Near-coastal voyages 

 

CHAPTER VI 

CONTROL PROCEDURES 

Article 11: Control Procedures 

 

CHAPTER VII 

NATIONAL PROVISIONS 

Article 12: Processes and procedures for investigation 

 

CHAPTER VIII 

TRAINING AND EVALUATION 

Article 13: Training and Evaluation 

Article 14: Familiarization and Basic Training on Board 

 

CHAPTER IX 

COMMUNICATION OF INFORMATION 
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CHAPTER X 

QUALITY STANDARDS 

Article 16: Quality Standards 

 

CHAPTER XI 

MEDICAL STANDARDS 

Article 17: Medical Standards 

 

CHAPTER XII 

RECOGNITION OF CERTIFICATES 

Article 18: Recognition of certificates issued by the Administrations of other State Parties 

to the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended. 

 

CHAPTER XIII 

REVALIDATION OF CERTIFICATES 

Article 19: Revalidation of Certificates 

Article 20: Professional Competence 

 

CHAPTER XIV 

SIMULATORS 

Article 21: Use of Simulators 

 

CHAPTER XV 

CONDUCT OF TRIALS 

Article 22: Conduct of Trials 

 

CHAPTER XVI 

RESPONSIBILITIES OF COMPANIES 

Article 23: Responsibilities of Companies 

 

CHAPTER XVII 

VERIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE 

Article 24: Verification of compliance 

 

CHAPTER XVIII 

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS APPLICABLE TO SEAFARERS´ CERTIFICATION  

Article 25: Administrative Requirements 

 

SECTION A 

MASTER AND DECK DEPARTMENT CERTIFICATES 

Article 26: General requirements applicable to master certification  

Article 27: General requirements applicable to competency certification of chief mates 

Article 28: General requirements applicable to the competency certification of officers in 

charge of the navigational watch 

Article 29: General requirements applicable to the competency certification of ratings 

forming part of a navigational watch 

Article 30: General requirements applicable to the competency certification of ratings as 

able seafarer deck 
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SECTION B 

ENGINE DEPARTMENT CERTIFICATES 

Article 31: General requirements applicable to the certification of chief engineer officers 

Article 32: General requirements applicable to competency certification of second 

engineer officers 

Article 33: General requirements applicable to the certification of officers in charge of an 

engineering watch 

Article 34: General requirements applicable to the certification of electro-technical 

officers 

Article 35: General requirements applicable to the certification of ratings forming part of 

an engineering watch 

Article 36: General requirements applicable to the certification of ratings as able seafarer 

engine 

Article 37: General requirements applicable to the certification of electro-technical 

ratings 

 

SECTION C 

RADIOCOMMUNICATIONS SERVICE AND RADIO OPERATOR CERTIFICATES 

Article 38: Radiocommunications Service and Radio Operator Certificates  

 

SECTION D 

SPECIAL TRAINING REQUIREMENTS FOR THE PERSONNEL ON CERTAIN TYPES 

OF SHIPS 

Article 39: General requirements applicable to the training and certification of masters, 

officers and ratings of oil tankers, chemical tankers and liquefied gas tankers.  

Article 40: General requirements applicable to the training and certification of masters, 

officers, ratings and other personnel of passenger ships 

Article 41: General requirements applicable to the training and certification of masters, 

officers, ratings and other personnel of ships subject by the IGF Code 

Article 42: General requirements applicable to the training and certification of masters 

and deck officers of ships operating in polar waters 

 

SECTION E 

CERTIFICATES TO EMERGENCY, OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY, SECURITY, 

MEDICAL CARE AND SURVIVAL FUNCTIONS 

Article 43: Minimum requirements for familiarization, basic training and instruction on 

safety for all seafarers 

Article 44: Applicable requirements for the issuance of certificates of proficiency in 

survival crafts, rescue boats and fast rescue boats 

Article 45: Mandatory minimum requirements for training in advanced firefighting 

techniques 

Article 46: Mandatory minimum requirements related to medical first aid and medical 

care 

Article 47: Mandatory minimum requirements for the issuance of certificates of 

proficiency for ship security officers 

Article 48: Mandatory minimum requirements for security-related training and instruction 

for all seafarers 

 

CHAPTER XIX 

ALTERNATIVE CERTIFICATION 
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Article 49: Issuance of Alternative Certificates 

Article 50: Certification of seafarers  

Article 51: Principles governing the issuance of alternative certificates   

 

CHAPTER XX 

STANDARDS REGARDING WATCHKEEPING  

Article 52: Fitness for duties 

Article 53: Hours of rest 

Article 54: Hours of rest registration 

Article 55: Suspension of hours of rest 

Article 56: Alcohol and drugs abuse 

Article 57: Watchkeeping arrangements and principles to be observed 

 

CHAPTER XXI 

SANCTIONS  

Article 58: Sanctions  

Article 59: Persons subject to sanctions  

Article 60: Types of sanctions 

Article 61: Applicable financial penalties 

Article 62: Aggravating factors 

Article 63: Procedure for sanctions 

Article 64: On Remedies  

 

CHAPTER XXII 

TECHNICAL COOPERATION 

Article 65: Technical Cooperation 

 

CHAPTER XXIII 

PROVISIONS ON AMENDMENTS TO THE CONVENTION 

Article 66: Provisions on amendments to the Convention 
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CHAPTER I 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

 

Article 1:  General Obligations 

The Panama Maritime Authority, through the Directorate-General of 

Seafarers, has the obligation to enforce the provisions of the International 

Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for 

Seafarers, 1978, as amended (1978 STCW Convention, as amended) and 

the STCW Code, to promulgates the necessary regulations and to take all 

other steps which may be necessary to give the Convention full and 

complete effect, so as to ensure that, seafarers on board ships are 

qualified and fit for their duties, and to ensure the safety of life, property at 

sea and the protection of the marine environment.  

 

Article 2:  Application Scope  

These Regulations shall apply to seafarers who provide service on 

seagoing ships registered under the Panamanian flag, with the exception 

of seafarers who provide their services on: 

1. Warships, naval auxiliaries or other ships owned or operated by a 

State and engaged only on government non-commercial service;  

2. Fishing ships;  

3. Pleasure yachts not engaged in trade;   

4. Wooden ships of primitive build;  

5. Mobile Offshore Drilling Units and Mobile Offshore Units (MODU and 

MOU). 

 

The Panama Maritime Authority may establish regulations for those 

exceptions indicated in this article.  

 

Article 3: Definitions  

For the purposes of these Regulations and unless otherwise expressly 

stated, the following definitions shall apply: 

 

Professional Competence Update: Any program or course approved by 

the GDS, in order to update the professional competence of seafarers, in 

the event of amendments to the minimum standards of competence set out 

in the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended and its STCW Code and/or 

national or international legislation related to the training and competence 

standards of seafarers, in according to Regulation I/11 of the 1978 STCW 

Convention, as amended and Section A-I/11 of the STCW Code.  

 

Administration: The Government of the Party whose flag the ship is 

entitled to fly. 

 

Polar waters: The Arctic waters and/or Antarctic area, as defined in 

Regulations XIV/1.2 to XIV/1.4 of the SOLAS Convention. 

 

Approved: Approved by the General Directorate of Seafarers of the PMA, 

representing the Republic of Panama as a State Party, in accordance with 



No. 29150-A                              Digital Official Gazette, Monday November 09, 2020                      9 

 
Annex I to Resolution No. J.D. 076-2020 
Panama, October 8, 2020  
PMA – REGULATIONS OF TRAINING, CERTIFICATION AND WATCHKEEPING FOR SEAFARERS WORKING ON BOARD SEAGOING SHIPS IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH THE 1978 STCW CONVENTION, AS AMENDED. 
Page 9 
 

the Regulations of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended and the 

STCW Code. 

 

Audit: Systematic, independent and documented process for obtaining 

audit evidence and evaluating it objectively to determine the extent to 

which audit criteria are fulfilled. 

 

PMA: Panama Maritime Authority. 

 

Seagoing Ship: A ship other than those which navigate exclusively in 

inland waters or in waters within, or closely adjacent to, sheltered waters or 

areas where port regulations apply. 

 

Passenger Ship: Ship defined in the 1974 SOLAS Convention, as 

amended. 

   

Ro-ro Passenger Ship: Passenger ship with ro-ro spaces or special 

category spaces as defined in the 1974 SOLAS Convention, as amended. 

 

Fishing Vessel: A vessel used for catching fish, whales, seals, walrus or 

other living resources of the sea. 

Oil Tanker: Ship constructed and used for the carriage of petroleum and 

petroleum products in bulk. 

 

Chemical Tanker: Ship constructed or adapted and used for the carriage 

in bulk of any liquid product listed in Chapter 17 of the International Bulk 

Chemical Code. 

 

Liquefied Gas Tanker: Ship constructed or adapted and used for the 

carriage in bulk of any liquefied gas or other product listed in Chapter 19 of 

the International Gas Carrier Code. 

 

Cadet: A person (candidate) who is receiving training to obtain the 

certificate of deck, engineer or electro-technical officer.   

 

Master: The person having command of a ship. 

 

Maritime Training Center (MTC): Teaching institution engaged in 

maritime training, which has training programs and courses, qualified 

instructors, a quality standards system, facilities that include teaching 

rooms, required equipment and simulators, and has been authorized by 

the General Directorate of Seafarers of the Panama Maritime Authority, 

complying with the requirements set forth by the 1978 STCW Convention, 

as amended, the STCW Code and the current law. 

 

Certification of Certificate Endorsement Procedure (CT): Documentary 

evidence issued pursuant to the provisions of paragraph 5 of Regulation 

I/10 of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, which allows a seafarer 

to serve for a period not exceeding three (3) months on board a 
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Panamanian-flagged ship, if he/she has a suitable, valid certificate issued 

by another Party, and when there is easily accessible documentary 

evidence that he/she has submitted a request for endorsement of this 

certificate to the General Directorate of Seafarers (GDS). 

 

Training Course or Program Certificate: Document issued by a MTC 

authorized by the GDS, which constitutes documentary evidence or 

evidence of having approved training of the competencies required by the 

1978 STCW Convention, as amended and the STCW Code. 

 

Certificate of Proficiency: Certificate, other than a Certificate of 

Competency, issued to seafarers, stating that the relevant requirements of 

training, competencies or seagoing service in the 1978 STCW Convention, 

as amended and the STCW Code have been met, issued by the GDS or a 

MTC, when so required. 

 

CICA: Certificate of Inspection of Crew Accommodations.  

 

Code for Implementation: IMO Instruments Implementation Code (III 

Code) adopted by the IMO by Resolution A. 1070(28). 

 

STCW Code: The Seafarers´ Training, Certification and Watchkeeping 

(STCW) Code as adopted by the 1995 Conference Resolution No. 2, as it 

may be amended by the IMO. 

 

IGF Code: International safety code for ships using gases or other low-

flashpoint fuels as defined in Regulation II-1/2.29 of the SOLAS 

Convention. 

 

ISPS Code: International Ship and Port Facility Security Code, adopted on 

12 December 2002 by Resolution 2 of the Conference of Contracting 

Governments of the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea, 

1974, as amended (SOLAS Convention) as may be amended by the IMO.  

 

Polar Code: International Code for Ships Operating in Polar Waters as 

defined by Regulation XIV/1.1 of the SOLAS Convention. 

 

Radio Duties: As appropriate, watchkeeping and technical maintenance 

and repairs conducted in accordance with the Radio Regulations, the 

International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea, 1974, as amended 

(SOLAS Convention), and, at the discretion of each Administration and the 

relevant recommendations of the IMO. 

 

Company: The owner of a ship or any other organization or person such 

as the manager, or the bareboat charterer, who has assumed the 

responsibility for operation of the ship from the ship-owner and who, on 

assuming such responsibility, has agreed to take over all the duties and 

responsibilities imposed on the company by these regulations. 
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SOLAS Convention: International Convention for the Safety of Life at 

Sea, 1974, as amended. 

 

1978 STCW Convention, as amended: International Convention on 

Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, 

as amended. 

 

MLC Convention, 2006, as amended: Maritime Labour Convention, 

2006, as amended.  

 

Evaluation Criteria: Entries appearing in column 4 of the "Specification of 

Minimum Standard of Competence" tables in Part A of the STCW Code; 

and provide the means for an assessor to judge whether or not a candidate 

can perform the related tasks, duties and responsibilities. 

 

Fault or Negligence: In the broad sense, by fault or negligence is 

understood not deploying in the fulfillment of obligations, the diligence that 

the law requires, especially when such action causes harm to third parties. 

 

Training Course: Training approved by the GDS so that seafarers reach 

the level of competence encompassing the knowledge, understanding and 

proficiency required to undertake the tasks, duties and responsibilities that 

are part of their functions, pursuant to the 1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended and the STCW Code. 

 

GDS: General Directorate of Seafarers of the Panama Maritime Authority.  

 

GDMM: General Directorate of Merchant Marine of the Panama Maritime 

Authority. 

 

Dispensation: Document issued by the PMA, under which a specific 

seafarer to serve in a specified ship for a specified period not exceeding 

six months in a capacity, for which he does not hold the appropriate 

certificate, provided that the person to whom the dispensation is issued 

shall be adequately qualified to fill the vacant post in a safe manner, to the 

satisfaction of the Administration, in accordance with the Article VIII of the 

1978 STCW Convention, as amended. 

 

Malice: Bad faith that mediates in a person's actions, to obtain an unlawful 

purpose. 

 

Equivalences: Educational and training plans that the GDS may maintain 

or adopt, including those involving seagoing services and an on board 

organization especially adapted to technical advances and to special types 

of ships and trades, provided that the level of seagoing service, knowledge 

and efficiency as regards navigational and technical handling of ship and 

cargo ensures a degree of safety at sea and has a preventive effect as 

regards pollution at least equivalent to the requirements of the 1978 STCW 

Convention, as amended and the STCW Code. 
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Edict: Means of notification or subpoena ordered by the authority that 

hears the process, which is fixed in a visible place of the office, to 

communicate a resolution to a person or to subpoena him/her as his/her 

whereabouts or address is unknown. 

 

Independent Evaluation: That carried out by suitable qualified persons, 

independent of, or external to, the unit or activity being evaluated, to verify 

that the administrative and operational procedures set out by the GDS at 

all levels are managed, organized, undertaken and monitored internally in 

order to ensure their fitness for purpose and achievement of stated 

objectives.  

 

Competency Assessor: Any person who carries out the assessment of 

competence of seafarers, following the provisions set out by the 1978 

STCW Convention, as amended, approved by the GDS, to determine if a 

candidate is competent to perform the tasks, duties and responsibilities 

that are part of his/her functions, pursuant to the 1978 STCW Convention, 

as amended and the STCW Code, who will have adequate knowledge and 

understanding of the competence to be assessed, is duly qualified and has 

received the necessary guidance in assessment methods and practices; 

and in the case of conducting an evaluation in simulators, he/she will have 

acquired practical experience in the type of simulator in question, under the 

supervision of an experienced assessor. 

  

Assessment of Competence: It is the method by which the level of 

proficiency is measured, including the levels of knowledge, skills and 

theoretical-practical understanding, which a candidate for a certificate of 

competency must demonstrate according to the competence standards 

laid out in the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended and the STCW Code, 

to determine if the candidate can perform the functions, tasks, duties and 

responsibilities on board a ship and related to the relevant certificate. 

 

Force Majeure: Circumstance that, because it cannot be foreseen or 

avoided, makes it absolutely impossible to fulfill the duties associated with 

the capacity.  

 

Function: Group of tasks, missions and responsibilities, as specified in the 

STCW Code, necessary for ship operation, safety of life at sea or the 

protection of the marine environment. 

 

Offender: Any natural or legal person who incurs in one or more of the 

following precepts: 

1. Uses fraudulent means to obtain a certificate, endorsement, seaman’s 

book or documentary evidence for seafarers, by presenting inauthentic 

or altered documents; 

2. Cannot demonstrate that he/she complies with the training and 

competence required to undertake a specific duty or capacity on board 

a ship;  

3. Provides a certificate, certificate endorsement, seaman’s book, 

documentary evidence or any other technical documentation altered by 
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the holder thereof, or with his/her consent, that affects the capacity, 

limitation or term of the document; 

4. By commission or omission, he/she infringes any regulation, resolution, 

procedure or delegation of the GDS and/or national or international 

seafarer statute; 

5. Any other case or circumstance not pre-established by the current 

legislation which, in the opinion of the Administration, must be 

appreciated. 

 

Instructor: Any person with professional experience in training techniques, 

duly qualified for the type and level of training involved, both ashore and 

aboard, and any other teaching modality, according to the requirements 

prescribed in Section A-I/6 of the STCW Code, and approved by the 

General Directorate of Seafarers. 

 

Chief Engineer Officer: The senior engineer officer responsible for the 

mechanical propulsion and the operation and maintenance of the 

mechanical and electrical facilities of the ship. 

 

Seaman's Book: Identity document issued to seafarers used to record the 

seagoing service rendered, which must be signed and stamped by the 

master of the ship. It should further include at least the following 

information: the name of the ship, official number of the ship, propellant 

power, gross tonnage. This document must be renewed every five (5) 

years. 

 

Rating: A member of the ship’s crew other than the master or an officer. 

 

Able Seafarer Deck: A rating qualified in accordance with the Regulation 

II/5 of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended. 

 

Able Seafarer Engine: A rating qualified in accordance with the 

Regulation III/5 of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended. 

 

Electro-Technical Rating: A rating qualified in accordance with the 

Regulation III/7 of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended. 

 

Medical practitioner: Suitable professional to practice medicine, 

recognized by the PMA, that does the medical examinations of seafarers 

and issues medical certificates. 

 

Month: A calendar month or 30 days made up of periods of less than one 

month. 

 

Support Level: The level of responsibility associated with performing 

assigned tasks, duties or responsibilities on board a seagoing ship under 

the direction of an individual serving in the operational or management 

level. 
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Management Level: The level of responsibility associated with: 

1. Serving as master, chief mate, chief engineer officer or second 

engineer officer on board a seagoing ship, and 

2. Ensuring that all functions within the designated area of responsibility 

are properly performed. 

 

Operational Level: The level of responsibility related to the following: 

1. Serving as officer in charge of a navigational or engineering watch or 

as designated duty engineer for periodically unmanned machinery 

spaces or as radio operator on board a seagoing ship, and 

2. Maintaining direct control over the performance of all functions within 

the designated area of responsibility in accordance with proper 

procedures and under the direction of an individual serving in the 

management level for that area of responsibility. 

 

Audit Standard: The Code for Implementation. 

Standards of Competence: The level of proficiency to be achieved for 

proper performance of functions on board ship in accordance with the 

internationally agreed criteria as set in the 1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended, and the STCW Code, and incorporating prescribed standards or 

levels of knowledge, understanding and demonstrated skill. 

 

Notification: Action and effect of making known to the interested party, 

whatever his/her nature, or to his/her attorney-in-fact or representative, a 

resolution or act of the procedure, that the law mandates be known by 

him/her. Notifications can be presumed or tacit, by edict or personal. 

 

Officer: A member of the crew, other than the master, designated as such 

by national law or regulations or, in the absence of such designation, by of  

collective agreement or custom. 

 

Engineer Officer: An officer qualified in accordance with the provisions of 

Regulations III/1, III/2 or III/3 of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended. 

 

Ship Security Officer: The person on board the ship, accountable to the 

master, designated by the company as responsible for the security of the 

ship, including implementation and maintenance of the ship security plan 

and for liaison with the company security officer and port facility security 

officers. 

 

Deck Officer: An officer qualified in accordance to Chapter II of the 1978 

STCW Convention, as amended. 

 

Electro-Technical Officer: An officer qualified in accordance with the 

Regulation III/6 of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended. 

 

IMO: International Maritime Organization. 

 

ILO: International Labour Organization. 
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RO: Recognized Organization. 

 

Party: Any State for which the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, has 

entered into force. 

 

Passenger: Any person other than: 

i. The master and the members of the crew or other persons 

employed or engaged in any capacity on board a ship on the 

business of that ship. 

ii. A child less than one (1) year old. 

 

Seagoing Service: Service on board a ship relevant to the issue or 

revalidation of a certificate or another qualification. 

 

Person linked to a terrorist act: a person who is identified as such by the 

Security Council of the United Nations (UN) and who will be included in the 

Offender Database of the PMA permanently or until the UN lifts the 

measure. 

 

Audit Scheme: The IMO Member State Audit Scheme established by the 

IMO and taking into account the guidelines developed by it, for which the 

Framework and Procedure for the Audit Plan of IMO Member States 

should be considered (Resolution A.1067 (28)). 

 

Propulsion Power: The total maximum continuous rated output power, in 

kilowatts, of all the ship's main propulsion machinery which appears on the 

ship´s certificate of registry or other official. 

 

Second Engineer Officer: The engineer officer next in rank to the chief 

engineer officer and upon whom the responsibility for the mechanical 

propulsion and the operation and maintenance of the ship's mechanical 

and electrical installations of the ship will fall in the event of the chief 

engineer officer's incapacity. 

 

Chief Mate: The officer next in rank to the master and upon whom the 

command of the ship will fall in the event of the incapacity of the master. 

 

Upgrading Program: Program approved by the GDS for Panamanian 

nationals and foreigners holding a certificate of competency issued by the 

PMA, with the aim of obtaining an immediately higher certificate, and thus 

ensure that the participant has acquired the knowledge, understanding and 

proficiency required to perform at the management level, in accordance 

with the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended and the STCW Code. 

 

Training program: All training that comprises courses, modules or 

subjects, that may include a seagoing service duly approved by the GDS, 

and which entails the issuance of a certificate of competency or certificate 

of proficiency. 
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Trials: Experiment or series of experiments that are conducted for a 

limited time and whose performance may involve the use of automated or 

integrated systems, whose purpose is to evaluate other methods to 

undertake certain tasks, or to observe certain provisions prescribed by the 

1978 STCW Convention, as amended, that offer at least the same degree 

of security, protection and pollution prevention as contemplated by the 

1978 STCW Convention, as amended. 

 

Documentary Evidence: Documentation, other than a certificate of 

competency or a certificate of proficiency, used to establish that the 

relevant requirements of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, are 

observed. 

 

Radio Operator: The person holding a suitable certificate issued or 

recognized by the administration under the provisions of the Radio 

Regulations. 

 

GMDSS General or Restricted Radio Operator: A person qualified 

pursuant to Chapter IV of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended. 

 

Remedy of Appeal: Also known as appeal, it is the means of contesting 

that is directed to the second-tier instance authority to revoke, clarify, 

modify or annul the decision of the first-tier instance authority. 

 

Remedy of Reconsideration: Ordinary means of contesting that is filed 

before the same authority of first or only instance for it to revoke, clarify, 

modify or annul its decision. 

 

Endorsement of Certificate of Proficiency: Document that attests to the 

recognition of a certificate of proficiency issued to masters and officers 

under the provisions of Regulations V/1-1 and V/1-2, by a State Party, 

pursuant to Regulation I/10 of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, 

after the authenticity and validity of the certificate has been ensured. 

 

Endorsement of Certificate of Competency: Document attesting to the 

recognition of a certificate of competency issued to a master, officer or 

GMDSS radio operator, by a State Party, under Regulation I/10 of 1978 

STCW Convention, as amended, after the authenticity and validity of the 

certificate has been ensured.  

 

Regulations: Those that contained in the Annex to the 1978 STCW 

Convention, as amended. 

 

Radio Regulations: Radio Regulations annexed to, or regarded as being 

annexed to, the most recent International Telecommunications Convention 

which may be in force at any time. 

 

Professional Competence Refresher: Any program or course approved 

by the GDS to ensure the continuity of the professional competence of 

seafarers, when: 
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1. A person intends to re-embark after a staying-ashore period that 

exceeds five (5) years and cannot demonstrate the continuity of 

professional competence according to Regulation I-/11 of the 1978 

STCW Convention, as amended and Section A-I/11 of the STCW 

Code. 

2. A person requires to revalidate a certificate of proficiency or 

documentary evidence with the GDS, when applicable. 

 

Resolution: Administrative Act, duly reasoned and based on law, which 

decides the merit of a petition, puts an end to an instance or decides an 

incident or appeal through the government. Every resolution shall contain a 

number, date of issuance, name of the authority that issues it and a recital 

in which the criteria that justify it are explained. The operative part shall 

contain the decision as well as the governmental remedies that proceed 

against it, the legal basis and the signature of the responsible officials. 

 

Revalidation: Process whereby the competence of a person is validated 

again concerning the certificate he or she holds under the provisions of 

Regulation I/11 and Section AI/11 of the STCW Code.  

 

Secretary-General: The person who holds the position of Secretary-

General of IMO. 

 

Supervisor of Competency Assessors: Person designated by the 

maritime training center authorized to carry out the competency 

assessment, to oversee, supervise and evaluate the performance of the 

competency assessors, including applying theoretical and practical 

examinations in accordance with competency evaluation methods, 

practices, standards and criteria. 

 

Supervisor of instructors: Person designated by the maritime training 

center authorized to carry out the training courses and programs, to 

oversee, supervise and evaluate the instructors' performance, including 

applying theoretical and practical examinations in accordance with training 

methods, practices, standards and criteria. 

 

Security Duties: All security tasks and duties performed on board ships as 

defined in Chapter XI-2 of the International Convention for the Safety of 

Life at Sea 1974, as amended, and in the International Ship and Port 

Facility Security Code (ISPS Code). 

 

Certificate: The valid document, under whatever name it is known, issued 

by the GDS, under which its holder is empowered to hold the capacity 

stated there or as authorized by the regulations of the country concerned. 

 

Certificated: Duly provided with a certificate. 

 

Alternative Certificate: Certificate other than those mentioned in the 

regulations of Chapters II and III of the 1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended and the STCW Code, whose levels of responsibility and the 
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corresponding duties to be recorded therein and in the endorsements are 

drawn from sections A-II/1, A-II/2, A-II/3, A-II/4, A-II/5, A-III/1, A-III/2, A-

III/3, A-III/4, A-III/5 and A-IV/2, and are identical to those listed therein. 

 

Certificate of Competency: Certificate issued and endorsed for masters, 

officers and GMDSS radio operators, pursuant to the provisions of 

Chapters II, III, IV and VII of the Annex to the 1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended, which empowers its rightful holder to serve in the stipulated 

capacity and perform the duties provided for the specified level of 

responsibility. 

 

Near-coastal voyages: The trips made near the coasts of the Republic of 

Panama: 

1. Up to a distance of 50 nautical miles measured from the baselines for 

the coasts of the Caribbean Sea and Pacific Ocean, as provided by 

current legislation, or 

2. As determined by the PMA in the event of entering into an Agreement 

with another State Party, pursuant to Regulation I/3 of the 1978 STCW 

Convention, as amended. 

 

CHAPTER II 

CERTIFICATES AND ENDORSEMENTS 

 

 Article 4:  Certificates to provide services on ships registered under the flag of 

Panama. 

The following is necessary to work on ships registered under Panama's 

flag:  

1. To be at least eighteen (18) years of age. 

2. To hold a certificate of competency, certificate of proficiency, certificate 

of competency endorsement, certificate of proficiency endorsement, 

seaman’s book or documentary evidence issued by the PMA through 

the GDS, in observance of the provisions of 1978 STCW Convention, 

as amended and the STCW Code, this resolution or current national 

regulations.  

  

Certificates and endorsements will be drafted and issued in the Spanish 

language with a translation into English in the certificate or endorsement 

itself, as provided by the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended. 

 

The GDS shall recognize by endorsement, a certificate of competency for 

Masters, Officers and GMDSS Operators, or a certificate of proficiency for 

Masters and Officers, when it complies with the provisions of the 1978 

STCW Convention, as amended and hereof resolution. 

  

Seafarers may provide services on board ships registered under the 

Panamanian flag, for a period not exceeding three (3) months, having in 

possession the Certificate of Certificate Endorsement Procedure issued by 

the GDS, as proof that they have requested recognition of the certificate by 

endorsement, if they have a suitable, valid certificate issued by another 
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Party pursuant to the provisions of the 1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended.  

 

Any certificate of competency, endorsement of certificate of competency, 

certificate of proficiency, endorsement of certificate of proficiency and 

medical certificate required hereby, in accordance with the amended 1978 

STCW Convention, shall be available in original, on board the ship on 

which the holder serves.   

 

Crew members occupying capacities or positions on board for which this 

resolution and the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, do not require a 

certificate of competency or certificate of proficiency, shall hold a seaman’s 

book which, where appropriate, is required by the GDS and whose original 

must be on board the ship in which the holder serves.  

 

Any holder of a certificate or endorsement of a certificate of competency 

may serve in a capacity lower than that empowered by his or her certificate 

or endorsement, but always within the same section or department of the 

ship, without the need to obtain a new certificate or endorsement of a 

certificate of competency for this lower capacity. 

 

 Article 5:     Issuance and Registry of Certificates 

The GDS is the Directorate of the PMA legally empowered to assess the 

supporting documents and to issue the certificates to which this resolution 

refers.  

  

In addition, the PMA may authorize other offices, through an official 

document stating the capacity and period of validity of this authorization, to 

issue certificates, when the supporting documents have been previously 

evaluated and approved by qualified technical staff and authorized by the 

PMA. 

 

All documents other than the original certificate, except those allowed by 

current regulations, have no legal value on ships registered under the flag 

of Panama, notwithstanding any legal responsibilities that may arise.  

  

The GDS will only issue a certificate to the applicant who fulfills, after 

having verified the authenticity and validity of the pertinent documentary 

evidence, and is competent to exercise the capacity, function and level that 

appears in the certificate to which he or she aspires, as provided herein, in 

observance of Regulation I/2 of 1978 STCW Convention, as amended.  

  

The GDS will keep the electronic records it deems pertinent of all 

certificates for the Deck Department, Engine Department, GMDSS Radio 

Operators and ratings that have been issued, revalidated, expired, 

suspended or annulled, canceled, lost or destroyed, duplicated, as well as 

the dispensation issued.  

 

The GDS may provide information about the registry to which the 

preceding paragraph refers, to other Parties, companies and seafarers 
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who request to verify the authenticity and validity of the certificates 

presented by seafarers.  

  

Concerning the GMDSS radio operators, the GDS and the offices 

authorized by the PMA shall issue a separate certificate stating that the 

holder possesses the competencies set forth in the relevant rules.   

 

Article 6:     Certificate Endorsement 

The GDS shall, pursuant to Regulation I/10 of the 1978 STCW Convention, 

as amended, endorse a certificate of competency under the provisions of 

Regulations II/1, II/2, II/3, III/1, III/2, III/3, III/6, IV/2 and VII/1, or a certificate 

of proficiency issued to masters and officers pursuant to Regulations V/1-1 

and V/1-2, to attest to such recognition only after the authenticity and 

validity of the certificate has been ensured.  

 

The certificate endorsement shall be issued in a separate document, which 

shall be assigned the same number as that of the certificate in question, 

provided that that number is unique.  

 

The endorsement shall expire when the endorsed certificate expires or 

when it is withdrawn, misplaced, suspended or annulled by the party that 

issued it, in any case no more than five (5) years after the date it was 

issued.  

 

The GDS shall keep any electronic records it deems relevant of all 

endorsements that have been issued, expired, suspended or annulled, 

canceled, lost or destroyed and duplicated.  

 

Article 7:  Certificate and Endorsement Formats 

The formats of certificates and endorsements adopted and issued by the 

GDS shall be regulated and shall conform to the minimum information set 

out in the formats described in Regulation I/2 and Section A-I/2 of the 1978 

STCW Convention, as amended and the STCW Code.  

 

The GDS may issue seafarers' certificates and endorsements in paper 

printing or electronic form, in the format or formats approved by the PMA. 

 

CHAPTER III 

DISPENSATION 

 

Article 8:     Dispensation 

In very exceptional circumstances, the PMA, if in its judgment it does not 

pose danger to persons, property or the environment, may afford a 

dispensation to seafarers to serve on a particular ship, in a position for 

which the seafarer does not hold a competent certificate. Such 

dispensation shall be conferred for a period not exceeding six (6) months.  

  

This dispensation will only be conferred by the PMA, under the following 

conditions:  
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1. It shall not be granted for the capacities of radio-telegraph officer and 

radio-telephone operator, unless the relevant circumstances lay down 

in the Radio Regulations are present.  

2. The beneficiary of the dispensation shall be competent for the position 

for the dispensation to be conferred, provided that his competence is 

sufficient to safely fill the vacant capacity in a way that the PMA deems 

satisfactory. 

3. Dispensation shall not be conferred for the positions of master or chief 

engineer officer, except in cases of force majeure and for the shortest 

possible period. The seafarer is duly qualified for the position 

immediately below the one to be filled by dispensation. If the 1978 

STCW Convention, as amended does not require a certificate for the 

lower position, the dispensation may be granted to a seafarer who has 

the professional competence clearly equivalent to that of the position to 

be filled. 

 

The PMA under Article VIII of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended 

shall forward to the Secretary-General of the IMO, as soon as possible 

after January 1 of each year, a report containing, in relation to each of the 

on-board capacities for which a certificate is required, the total number of 

waivers granted during the year for seagoing ships, noting how many of 

them had a gross tonnage greater than 1600 tons and how many had 

less than this tonnage. 

 

CHAPTER IV 

EQUIVALENCES 

 

Article 9:   Equivalences 

The GDS may maintain or adopt educational and training plans, including 

those involving seagoing services and an on board organization especially 

adapted to technical advances and to special types of ships and trades, 

provided that the level of seagoing service, knowledge and efficiency as 

regards navigational and technical handling of ship and cargo ensures a 

degree of safety at sea and has a preventive effect as regards pollution at 

least equivalent to the requirements of the 1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended and the STCW Code. 

 

The GDS shall communicate to the Secretary of the IMO the details of 

such educational and training plans adopted, as provided by Regulation I/7 

of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended. 

 

CHAPTER V 

PRINCIPLES GOVERNING NEAR-COASTAL VOYAGES 

 

Article 10:  Near-coastal voyages 

Under Regulation I/3 of the principles governing near-coastal voyages, and 

for the purposes of defining near-coastal voyage, the PMA shall not 

impose training, experience or certification requirements on the seafarers 

serving on board the ships entitled to fly the flag of another Party and 

engaged on such voyages in a manner resulting in more stringent 
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requirements for such seafarers than for seafarers serving on board ships 

entitled to fly its own flag. In no case shall any such Party impose 

requirements in respect of seafarers serving on board ships entitled to fly 

the flag of another Party in excess of those of the Convention in respect of 

ships not engaged on near-coastal voyages. 

 

For ships afforded the benefits of the near-coastal voyage provisions of the 

Convention, which includes voyages off the coast of other Parties within 

the limits of their near-coastal definition, shall enter into an undertaking 

with the Parties concerned specifying the details of both involved trading 

areas and other relevant conditions. 

 

With respect to ships entitled to fly the flag of a Party regularly engaged on 

near-coastal voyages off the coast of another Party, the Party whose flag 

the ship is entitled to fly shall prescribe training, experience and 

certification requirements for seafarers serving on such ships at least equal 

to those of the Party off whose coast the ship is engaged, provided that 

they do not exceed the requirements of the Convention in respect of ships 

not engaged on near-coastal voyages. Seafarers serving on a ship which 

extends its voyage beyond what is defined as a near-coastal voyage by a 

Party and enters waters not covered by that definition shall fulfil the 

appropriate competency requirements of the Convention 

 

The PMA may afford a ship which is entitled to fly its flag the benefits of the 

near-coastal voyage provisions of the Convention when it is regularly 

engaged off the coast of a non-Party on near-coastal voyages as defined 

by the Party. 

 

The certificates of seafarers issued by the PMA for its defined near-coastal 

voyages limits may be accepted by other Parties for service in their defined 

near-coastal voyages limits provided the Parties concerned enter into an 

undertaking specifying the details of involved trading areas and other 

relevant conditions thereof. 

 

The definition of near-coastal voyage as provided by Regulation I/3 of the 

1978 STCW Convention, as amended, shall observe the principles 

governing near-coastal voyages specified in section A-I/3. 

 

The GDS shall add the limits of near-coastal voyages in endorsements 

issued pursuant to paragraphs 5, 6 and 7 of Regulation I/2 of the 1978 

STCW Convention, as amended. 

 

The provisions of Regulation I/3 of the 1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended shall in no way limit the jurisdiction of the Republic of Panama. 

 

The GDS shall communicate to the IMO Secretary the details of the 

provisions adopted concerning near-coastal voyages, as provided by 

Regulation I/7 of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended. 

 

CHAPTER VI 
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CONTROL PROCEDURES 

 

Article 11:  Control Procedures 

Merchant ships, regardless of their flag, shall be subject to inspections by 

the GDS in accordance with Regulation I/4 and Article X of the 1978 

STCW Convention, as amended, pursuant to the inspection procedures set 

up for that purpose. 

  

1. The inspection officer acting as Port State Control, duly authorized by 

the GDS, will verify and evaluate the following aspects:   

1.1. That the seafarers who serving on board the ship and who are 

required to be certificate in accordance with the 1978 STCW 

Convention, as amended, hold an appropriate certificate or a 

valid dispensation, or documentary proof that an application for 

an endorsement has been submitted, in accordance with the 

Regulation I/10, paragraph (5);  

1.2. That the numbers and certificates of the seafarers on board are in 

conformity with the applicable minimum safety manning required 

for the ship, pursuant to the documentation issued by the 

authorities of the Flag State of this ship; 

1.3. Assessment, in accordance with section A-I/4 of the STCW Code, 

of the ability of the seafarers on board of the ship necessary to 

maintain watchkeeping, security and rest periods standards, as 

appropriate, as required by the 1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended, if there are clear grounds for believing that such 

standards are not being maintained because any the following 

have occurred: 

1.3.1 That the ship has been involved in a collision or is 

grounding or stranding; or 

1.3.2 There has been a discharge of substances from the ship 

when under way, at anchor or at berth which is illegal 

under any international convention;  

1.3.3 That the ship has been manoeuvred in an erratic or unsafe 

manner whereby routering measures adopted by the IMO 

or the safe navigation practices and procedures have not 

been followed; or 

1.3.4 That the ship is otherwise being operated in such a 

manner as to pose a danger to persons, property, the 

environment, or a compromise to security.  

1.4 That the navigational or engineering watch procedures have been 

organized and observed; 

1.5 That the decent living and working conditions on board the ship 

has been duly observed, as stipulated by the Maritime Labour 

Convention, 2006, as amended, and current and applicable 

national regulations. 

 

2. Likewise, the inspection may confirm the professional aptitude to 

observe safety standards, when there are well-founded reasons for the 

breach of the aforementioned standards due to incurring in any of the 

following aspects:  
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2.1. Failure of seafarers to hold a certificate, to have an appropriate 

certificate, to have a valid dispensation or to provide documentary 

proof that an application for an endorsement has been submitted 

to the GDS in accordance with the paragraph 5 of Regulation 

I/10; 

2.2. Failure to comply with the applicable safe manning requirements 

of the PMA; 

2.3. Failure of navigational or engineering watch arrangements to 

conform to the requirements specified for the ship by the PMA; 

2.4. Absence in a watch of a person qualified to operate equipment 

essential to safe navigate, safety radiocommunications or the 

prevention of marine pollution; and 

2.5. Inability to provide, for the first watch at the commencement of a 

voyage and for subsequent relieving watches, persons who are 

sufficiently rested and otherwise fit for duty. 

If the inspector has reasonable grounds to believe that the standards 

are not being observed, he or she is empowered to make an 

assessment of the seafarers' ability to maintain the watchkeeping 

standards. To do this, the inspector may ask the crew about 

emergency or safety procedures or request them to conduct a specific 

emergency drill, or request a specific crew member to perform a task 

that is relevant to his or her function on board.   

3. The fact that any of the deficiencies to which the previous paragraph 

refers has not been redressed, in so far as the inspection performed by 

the PMA determines that it constitutes a danger to persons, property or 

the environment, shall be the only reason on which the PMA may base 

the detention of a ship, which Article X of the 1978 STCW Convention, 

as amended authorizes.  

 

CHAPTER VII 

NATIONAL PROVISIONS 

 

Article 12:  Processes and procedures for investigation 

The GDS shall establish processes and procedures for the impartial 

investigation of any reported incompetency, act, omissions or compromise 

to security that may pose a direct threat to safety of life or property at sea, 

or to the marine environment, by:  

1. Seafarers with certificates, certificate endorsements, seaman’s books 

or documentary evidence issued by the GDS;  

2. Medical practitioners who are authorized by the GDS to issue medical 

certificates; 

3. Recognized Organizations (ROs) authorized by the PMA to issue 

Certificates of Inspection of Crew Accommodations (CICA);  

4. Maritime training centers and branches authorized by the GDS; 

5. Brokers or other offices authorized by the GDS to process certificates, 

certificate endorsements, seaman’s books or documentary evidence of 

seafarers; 

6. Agencies for the recruitment and placement of seafarers authorized by 

the GDS, operating from abroad; 

7. Owners and/or operators of Panamanian-flagged ships; 
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8. Any natural or legal person who has been granted a delegation by 

administrative resolution; or 

9. Anyone else who serves on board who is not considered a seafarer. 

 

These investigation processes and procedures will be enabled to 

determine liability, which could lead to suspending, revoking, canceling or 

annulling the certificate, endorsement, seaman’s book or corresponding 

documentary evidence; and/or the authorizations conferred, as well as the 

application of financial penalties. 

  

Where an irregularity related to the certification of seafarers is detected, on 

board a Panamanian-flagged ship or derived from the authorizations 

conferred, the procedures lay down herein and/or the relevant regulations 

shall be followed.  

 

The GDS shall cooperate as much as possible with the Party under whose 

jurisdiction a company or person is suspected with well-founded reasons of 

having been liable, or who is aware of an alleged breach of the 1978 

STCW Convention, as amended, when this Party informs it of its purpose 

of initiating proceedings, in accordance with its jurisdiction. This 

cooperation shall be reciprocal between the GDS and the Party who 

advises that it shall initiate the procedure. 

 

The GDS shall take and apply appropriate measures to prevent fraud and 

other unlawful practices with the certificates and endorsements issued. 

 

CHAPTER VIII 

TRAINING AND EVALUATION 

  

Article 13:  Training and Assessment of Competence 

The GDS shall ensure that the training and assessment of competence of 

seafarers prescribed by the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended is 

administered, supervised and monitored pursuant to the provisions of 

Section A-I/6 of the STCW Code; and that those responsible for training 

and assessing the competency of seafarers prescribed by the Convention, 

are duly qualified for the type and level of training or assessment involved, 

pursuant to the provisions of Section A-I/6 of the STCW Code.   

 

The GDS will regulate the training activity and the assessment of 

competence of seafarers, and will guarantee compliance with all the 

provisions of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended and the STCW 

Code, this resolution, the regulations, procedures and guidelines adopted, 

with regard to, inter alia:    

1. Training programs and courses; 

2. Assessment of competence programs; 

3. Overseeing and evaluating training and assessment of competence;  

4. The qualification and experience of instructors, supervisors and 

competency assessors;  

5. Required facilities, classrooms, equipment and simulators; 

6. Training certifications and assessment of competence;  
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7. Quality standards systems, including the outcome of relevant audits 

and procedures necessary to achieve and measure the prescribed 

competence standards of seafarers; and 

8. Any other provision set out by the 1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended or the GDS. 

 

The GDS shall, when it so determines, regulate the delegation of training 

and/or the assessment of competence of seafarers.  

 

The GDS shall ensure that those responsible for training seafarers, both 

ashore and aboard or through another approved learning method, and for 

conducting the assessment of competence, are duly qualified for the 

particular type and level of training and assessment concerned, as 

prescribed in Section A-I/6 of the STCW Code.  

 

Any instructor approved by GDS who provides in-service training on board 

ship shall only do so when such activities will not adversely affect the 

normal operation of the ship and they can dedicate their time and attention 

to training.  

 

When the GDS authorizes educational institutions to train seafarers, it shall 

extend an official document stating the petitioner's data and authorization 

parameters, including its period of validity. 

 

Article 14:   Familiarization and basic training on board 

Any company operating ships registered in the Republic of Panama shall 

forward written instructions to its masters to whom this resolution applies, 

containing the guidelines and procedures to be followed to ensure that all 

the newly-employed crew members on board have the opportunity to 

become familiar with the equipment, operating procedures and other on-

board devices necessary to properly perform their duties, before they are 

assigned to them.  

 

Such guidelines shall include:  

1. Allocating a reasonable amount of time for all newly-employed crew 

members to become familiar with the specific equipment to be 

operated, specific procedures and means that crew members must 

know for properly performing the tasks assigned in terms of watches, 

security, safety, environmental protection and emergencies;  

2. The appointment of an officer who will verify that all newly-employed 

crew members have the opportunity to receive the necessary 

information in English and/or the official language of the ship.   

 

Crew members who have not quickly acquired the degree of familiarization 

required to perform their duties have a duty to inform their supervisor or 

crew member that has been designated for this purpose, as well as the 

procedures, equipment or devices of which they are not yet aware. 

 

CHAPTER IX 

COMMUNICATION OF INFORMATION 
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Article 15:  Communication of Information 

The PMA, under Regulation I/7 as well as Regulations I/8, I/10, VII/1, and 

Articles IV, VIII and IX, shall provide the Secretary-General of the IMO, 

within the prescribed time limits and in the format specified in Section A-1/7 

of the STCW Code, with the information required thereon with respect to 

the additional measures taken by the PMA to give full and complete 

effectiveness to the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended.  

 

Where such information confirms that the provisions of the Convention 

have been fully and completely effective, the Secretary-General shall 

submit to the Maritime Safety Committee a report on the matter, for this 

Committee to confirm, in accordance with the procedures adopted, that the 

information provided shows that the provisions of the Convention have 

been fully and completely effective;  

1. The Maritime Security Committee shall identify the Parties so 

concerned; 

2. It shall review the list of Parties which communicated information that 

demonstrated that they give full and complete effect to the relevant 

provisions of the Convention, to retain in this list only the Parties so 

concerned; and 

3. The other Parties shall be entitled, subject to the provisions of 

Regulations I/4 and I/10, to accept in principle that certificates issued by 

or on behalf of the Parties identified in paragraph 3.1 of Regulation I/7, 

are in compliance with the Convention. 

 

The PMA shall communicate, within the prescribed time limits, to the 

Secretary-General of the IMO: 

1. The subsequent reports laid out in paragraphs 3, 4, 5 and 6 of section 

A-I/7 of the STCW Code. 

2. A report containing, giving information of the total number of 

dispensations in respect of each capacity for which a certificate is 

required that have been issued during the year to seagoing ships, 

together witch information as to the numbers of those ships above and 

below 1,600 gross register tons respectively, under article VIII of the 

1978 STCW Convention, as amended, will be sent to the Secretary-

General of the IMO as soon as possible after January 1 of each year; 

3. The report on unlawful practices associated with Certificates of 

Competency, annually and in compliance with the 1978 STCW 

Convention, as amended. 

 

CHAPTER X 

QUALITY STANDARDS 

  

Article 16:  Quality Standards 

The GDS shall ensure that in accordance with the provisions of Regulation 

I/8 and Section A-I/8 of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended and the 

STCW Code, all training, assessment of competence, certification, 

including medical certification, endorsement and revalidation activities 

carried out by governmental and non-governmental agencies or entities 

under its authority, are continuously monitored through a quality standards 



No. 29150-A                              Digital Official Gazette, Monday November 09, 2020                      28 

 
Annex I to Resolution No. J.D. 076-2020 
Panama, October 8, 2020  
PMA – REGULATIONS OF TRAINING, CERTIFICATION AND WATCHKEEPING FOR SEAFARERS WORKING ON BOARD SEAGOING SHIPS IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH THE 1978 STCW CONVENTION, AS AMENDED. 
Page 28 
 

system to ensure achievement of defined objectives, including those 

concerning the qualifications and experience of instructors and assessors.  

 

The GDS shall also ensure that an evaluation is periodically undertaken, in 

accordance with the provisions of Section A-I/8 of the STCW Code, by 

qualified persons who are not themselves involved in the activities 

concerned. This evaluation shall include all changes to national regulations 

and procedures in compliance with the amendments to the 1978 STCW 

Convention, as amended and the STCW Code with dates of entry into 

force after the date on which the information was communicated to the 

IMO Secretary-General. 

 

CHAPTER XI 

MEDICAL STANDARDS 

  

Article 17:   Medical Standards 

The GDS will regulate and establish the standards of medical fitness for 

seafarers and the procedures for the issue of a medical certificates in 

accordance with Regulation I/9 of the 1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended and Section A-I/9 of the STCW Code, and the ILO / IMO on the 

medical examinations of seafarers, to ensure that those responsible for 

assessing the medical fitness of seafarers are medical practitioners 

recognized for the purpose of seafarer medical examinations. 

 

All seafarers holding a certificate issued under the provisions of the 1978 

STCW Convention, as amended, who is serving on board Panamanian 

flagged ships, shall also hold a valid medical certificate issued in 

accordance with the Regulation I/9 and Section A-I/9 of the 1978 STCW 

Convention, as amended, and the STCW Code.  

 

All seafarers working on board Panamanian flagged ships shall 

demonstrate at intervals not exceeding two (2) years that they meet 

established medical fitness standards and have valid medical certificate 

issued by a medical practitioners recognized by the GDS. 

 

The GDS shall regulate the reduction of the two (2) year time period of the 

medical certificate, as well as the limitations in the ability to work on board 

in the medical certificate, in order to ensure that seafarers meet the 

standards of medical fitness. 

 

The General Directorate of Seafarers shall maintain a registry of the 

medical practitioners authorized to perform medical examinations and to 

issue certificates, after verifying that they are suitable and familiar with 

those aspects of the life of seafarers that have a significant impact on their 

health conditions and physical fitness, according to their due 

responsibilities and duties on board. Medical examinations and inspections 

of their medical facilities will be performed in accordance with the 

procedures and guidelines adopted by the GDS.   
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The GDS shall accept medical certificates issued abroad, by medical 

practitioners not recognized by the PMA, when they comply the following: 

1. The minimum information required by Section A-I/9 of the STCW 

Code.   

2. The medical practitioner issuing the certificate has the recognition of 

their due Maritime Administration, which shall be in writing somewhere 

in the medical certificate and the have the certificate issued according 

to the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended and/or the MLC, 2006, 

amended, without prejudice to the restrictions established by the PMA. 

 

The GDS shall issue a medical certificate format in accordance with the 

minimum requirements established in Section A-I/9 of the STCW Code. 

 

The GDS shall ensure the right to privacy on the medical results of 

seafarers who have undergone medical examinations as a condition for 

obtaining a certificate or serving on board, extending this commitment to all 

persons involved in the performance of the examinations or issuance of 

certificates, both in the medical and administrative services. The foregoing 

does not constitute an impediment to the inspections that must be 

performed periodically at the facilities of medical practitioners recognized. 

 

All seafarers who have been denied or imposed a limitation on their ability 

to work on board on the medical certificate necessary to provide services 

on board shall have the opportunity to undergo a new medical examination 

by another medical practitioners recognized by the GDS, pursuant to the 

procedure set out by the PMA.  

 

Medical certificates will be valid for a maximum period of two (2) years; and 

color vision tests for a maximum period of six (6) years. The seafarers' 

medical certificate, including the medical practitioner's seal, must be drawn 

up in the official language of the issuing country. If the used language is 

not English, the text will include a translation into that language.  

 

In urgent cases, the PMA may issue a dispensation for a seafarer to work 

without a valid medical certificate until the next port of call where he/she 

can obtain a certificate from a recognized doctor, so long as:  

1. The period of such permission does not exceed three (3) months.  

2. The seafarer concerned is in possession of an expired medical 

certificate of recent date. 

 

Where the validity period of a medical certificate expires during the course 

of a voyage, it shall remain valid until the next port of call, where the 

seafarer concerned can obtain a medical certificate from a recognized 

medical practitioner, provided that this extension does not exceed three (3) 

months. 

 

CHAPTER XII 

CERTIFICATE RECOGNITION 
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Article 18:   Recognition of certificates issued by the Administrations of other 

State Parties to the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended. 

The PMA, through the GDS, under Regulation I/10, shall recognize only 

certificates issued by other States that are Parties to the 1978 STCW 

Convention, as amended.  

  

However, the PMA reserves the right not to endorse certificates issued by 

States that are Parties to the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended.   

  

The PMA shall ensure that by recognizing by endorsement pursuant to 

paragraph 7 of Regulation I/2, a certificate issued to a master, officer or 

radio operator, by the authorities of other States Parties to the 1978 STCW 

Convention, as amended, the following requirements are observed:  

 

1. That the GDS has confirmed, through an evaluation of that Party, 

which may include an inspection of facilities and procedures, that the 

requirements of the Convention regarding standards of competence, 

training and certification and quality standards are fully complied with; 

and   

2. That an undertaking is agreed with the Party concerned that prompt 

notification will be given of any significant change in the arrangements 

for training and certification provided in compliance with the 1978 

STCW Convention, as amended.   

  

The PMA measures shall be established to ensure that seafarers who 

present, for recognition, certificates issued under the provisions of 

Regulations II/2, III/2 or III/3, or issued under Regulation VII/1 at the 

management level, as defined in the STCW Code, have an appropriate 

knowledge of the maritime legislation of the Administration relevant to the 

functions they are permitted to perform. 

 

The PMA shall communicate to the Secretary-General of the IMO the 

information provided and the measures agreed on under Regulation I/10, 

as prescribed in Regulation I/7 of the 1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended. 

 

The GDS will verify the authenticity and validity of the certificate by 

consulting the Administration that issued it. When the GDS issues the 

recognition, it shall issue an endorsement of the certificate using the 

appropriate format, for a period of validity equal to that of the certificate 

issued by the other Administration, and never for more than five (5) years 

from the issuance date.  

 

The GDS for disciplinary reasons and/or violations of the 1978 STCW 

Convention, as amended and the STCW Code and current national 

regulations, may revoke or cancel at any time the recognition conferred to 

a certificate, sending a communication to the holder and the Maritime 

Administration issuing the certificate contributed for recognition, pursuant 

to the provisions hereof. 
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The GDS may issue a Certification of Certificate Endorsement Procedure 

(CT) as documentary evidence, subject to the provisions of paragraph 1 of 

Regulation I/10 of the Convention, to allow seafarers to serve during a 

period not exceeding three (3) months on board a Panamanian-flagged 

ship, while holding an appropriate and valid certificate issued as required 

by another Party, but which have not yet been endorsed so as to render it 

appropriate for service on board ships registered under the flag of 

Panama.   

 

The documentary evidence, Certification of Certificate Endorsement 

Procedure (CT), will be easily accessible on board as proof that an 

application for endorsement of a certificate of competency has been 

submitted to the GDS.  

 

Endorsements issued by the GDS under the provisions of Regulation I/10 

shall not be used as a basis for further recognition or endorsement by 

another Administration. 

 

CHAPTER XIII 

REVALIDATION OF CERTIFICATES 

 

 Article 19:  Certificate Revalidation 

The GDS under Regulation I/11 shall lay down the provisions for the 

revalidation of seafarers' certificates, as follows:  

1. Every master, officer or radio operator holding a certificate issued or 

recognized by the GDS under any chapter of the Convention other 

than Regulation V/3 or Chapter VI, and who is serving at sea or 

intends to return to sea after a period shore, shall, in order to continue 

to quality for seagoing service, be required, at intervals not exceeding 

five (5) years, to: 

1.1. Meet the standards of medical fitness prescribed by Regulation 

I/9; and   

1.2. Establish continued professional competence in accordance with 

Section A-I/11 of the STCW Code. 

2. Every master, officer and radio operator shall, for continuing seagoing 

service on board ships for which special training requirements have 

been internationally agreed upon, successfully complete approved 

relevant training. 

3. Every master and officer shall, for continuing seagoing service on 

board tankers, meet the requirements in paragraph 1 of Regulation 

I/11, and be required, at intervals not exceeding five (5) years, to 

establish continued professional competence for tankers in accordance 

with paragraph 3 of Section A-I/11 of the STCW Code. 

4. Every master and officer shall, for continuing seagoing on board ships 

operating in polar waters, meet the requirements of paragraph 1 of 

Regulation I/11, and be required, at intervals not exceeding five (5) 

years, to establish continued professional competence for ships 

operating in polar waters in accordance with paragraph 4 of Section A-

I/11 of the STCW Code. 
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5. The PMA shall, in consultation with those concerned, formulate or 

promote the formulation of a structure of refresher and upgrading 

course plan, as provided for in Section A-I/11 of the STCW Code.  

6. For the purpose of updating the knowledge of masters, officers and 

radio operators, the GDS shall ensure that texts of recent changes in 

national and international regulations concerning the safety of life at 

sea, security and the protection of the marine environmental are made 

available on Panamanian-flagged ships. 

 

Article 20: Professional Competence 

1. All seafarers who have obtained certificates from the GDS and apply 

for revalidation must substantiate the continuity of professional 

competence stipulated in Regulation I/11 before the GDS by showing 

evidence that they have met at least one of the following conditions: 

1.1. Having approved seagoing service, performing functions 

appropriate to the certificate held, for a period of at least:      

1.1.1. Twelve (12) months in total during the preceding five (5) 

years, or  

1.1.2. Three (3) months in total during the preceding six (6) 

months immediately prior to revalidating; or  

1.2. Having performed functions considered to be equivalent to the 

seagoing service required in paragraph 1.1; or 

1.3. Passing an approved test; or  

1.4. Having successfully completing an approved training course or 

courses; or  

1.5. Having conducted an approved seagoing service, performing 

functions appropriate to the certificate held, for a period of not 

less than three (3) months in a supernumerary capacity, or in a 

lower officer rank than that for which the certificate held is valid 

immediately prior to taking up the rank for which it is valid.  

2. The refresher and updating courses required by Regulation I/11 of the 

Convention shall be approved by the GDS and shall include changes 

in relevant national and international regulations concerning the safety 

of life at sea, security and the protection of the marine environment 

and take account of any updating of the standard of competence 

concerned. 

3. Continued professional competence for tankers as required under 

Regulation I/11, paragraph 3 of the Convention shall be demonstrated 

by substantiating:  

3.1. Having completed an approved seagoing service, performing 

duties appropriate to the tanker certificate or endorsement held, 

for a period of at least three (3) months in total during the 

preceding five (5) years; or 

3.2. Having successfully completing an approved relevant training 

courses or courses. 

4. The continued professional competence for masters and officers on 

board ships operating in polar waters, as required under Regulation 

I/11 shall be demonstrated by substantiating: 
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4.1. Having completed an approved seagoing service, performing the 

functions appropriate to the certificate held, for a period of at least 

two (2) months in total during the preceding five (5) years; or 

4.2. Having performed functions considered  to be equivalent to the 

seagoing service required in paragraph 4.1; or 

4.3. Passing an approved test; or 

4.4. Having successfully completing an approved training course or 

courses. 

 

CHAPTER XIV 

SIMULATORS 

 

Article 21:  Use of Simulators 

 The GDS shall ensure that the performance standards and other 

provisions set forth in Section A-I/12 and such other requirements as are 

prescribed in part A of the STCW Code, including the qualification of 

instructors and assessors for the certificate concerned, in terms of:  

1. All mandatory simulator-based training;  

2. Any assessment of competence required by part A of the STCW Code 

which is carried out by means of a simulator; and 

3. Any demonstration, by means of a simulator, of continued proficiency 

required by part A of the STCW Code.  

 

CHAPTER XV 

CONDUCT OF TRIALS 

  

 Article 22:  Trials 

The regulations of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended and of this 

resolution shall not prevent the PMA from authorizing Panamanian-flagged 

ships to participate in trials.  

 

For the purposes of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, the term 

trial means an experiment or series of experiments, conducted  over a 

limited period, which may involve the use of automated or integrated 

systems in order to evaluate alternative methods of performing specific 

duties or satisfying particular arrangements prescribed by the 1978 STCW 

Convention, as amended, which would provide at least the same degree of 

safety, security and pollution prevention as provided by the 1978 STCW 

Convention, as amended. 

 

When the PMA authorizing ships to participate in trials shall be satisfied 

that such trials are conducted in a manner that provides at least the same 

degree of safety, security and pollution prevention as provided by the 1978 

STCW Convention, as amended. Such trials shall be conducted in 

accordance with the guidelines approved by the IMO. 

 

The details of such trials shall be reported to the IMO as early as 

practicable but not less six (6) months before the date on which the trials 

are scheduled to commence. IMO shall circulate such particulars to all 

Parties.  
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The results of the trials authorized under the provisions of Regulation I/13, 

as well as any recommendation of the PMA may have regarding those 

results, shall be reported to the IMO, which shall circulate such results and 

recommendations to all Parties. 

 

CHAPTER XVI 

RESPONSIBILITIES OF COMPANIES 

 

Article 23:  Responsibilities of Companies 

Under Regulation I/14 of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, hold 

companies responsible for the assignment seafarers for service on their 

ships in accordance with the provisions of the 1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended, and the PMA shall require every such company to ensure that:  

1. Every seafarer assigned to any of its ships holds an appropriate 

certificate in accordance with the provisions of the 1978 STCW 

Convention, as amended and as established by the PMA; 

2. Its ships are manned in compliance with the applicable safe manning 

requirements of the PMA;  

3. Seafarers assigned to any of its ships have received refresher and 

updating training as required by the 1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended; 

4. That the documentation and data relevant of all seafarers employed on 

its ships are maintained and readily accessible, and include, without 

being limited to, documentation and data on their experience, training, 

medical fitness and competency in assigned duties;    

5. That seafarers, on being assigned to any of its ships, are familiarized 

with their specific duties and with all ship arrangements, installations, 

equipment, procedures and ship characteristics that are relevant to 

their routine or emergency duties;  

6. That the ship's complement can effectively coordinate their activities in 

an emergency situation and in performing functions vital to safety, 

security and to the prevention or mitigation of pollution;  

7. That at all times on board its ships there shall be oral effective 

communication in accordance with paragraphs 3 and 4 of Chapter V, 

Regulation 14 of the International Convention for the Safety of Human 

Life at Sea, 1974, as amended;  

8. That the International Safety Management Code (ISM Code) has been 

implemented in the topics relevant to the 1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended and that crew members correctly understand the 

management system to the extent that it relates to their tasks and that 

they are properly trained in its implementation; and  

9. That all crew members have access to PMA maritime legislation.  

  

The companies shall provide written instructions to the masters of each 

ship to which the Convention applies, setting forth the policies and the 

procedures to be followed to ensure that all seafarers who are newly 

employed on board the ship are given a reasonable opportunity to become 

familiar with the shipboard equipment, operating procedures and other 

arrangements needed for the proper performance of their duties, before 

being assigned to those duties. 
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CHAPTER XVII 

VERIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE 

 

Article 24:  Verification of Compliance 

The GDS by virtue of Regulation I/16 of the 1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended, shall use the provisions of the Code for Implementation in the 

execution of its obligations and responsibilities. 

 

The PMA shall be subject to periodic audits by the IMO, to verify 

compliance and implementation of the 1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended and the STCW Code, in accordance with the audit standard and 

in the periods and schedules set out by the IMO. The areas subject to audit 

are those indicated in the Table in Section A-I/16 of the STCW Code. 

 

The GDS shall be responsible for facilitating the conduct of the audits and 

implementation of a program of actions to address the findings, based on 

the guidelines developed by the IMO. 

 

CHAPTER XVIII 

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS APPLICABLE TO SEAFARER CERTIFICATION  

 

Article 25:  Administrative Requirements 

The GDS shall set forth the regulations, procedures and the administrative 

and technical requirements that all applicants shall comply to obtain a 

certificate for the capacity to which they apply, through the requirements 

for the issuance of the relevant technical documentation for seafarers, 

pursuant to the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended and the STCW 

Code. 

    

SECTION A 

MASTER AND DECK DEPARTMENT CERTIFICATES 

 

Article 26:  General requirements applicable to master certification  

 

1. Every master on a seagoing ships of 3,000 gross tonnage or more 

shall: 

1.1. Meet the requirements applicable for certification as officers in 

charge of the navigational watch on ships of 500 gross tonnage or 

more and have completed an approved seagoing service of not 

less than thirty-six (36) months in that capacity; however, this 

period may be reduced to not less than twenty-four (24) months, if 

not least twelve (12) months of such seagoing service has been 

served as chief mate. The PMA shall regulate the seagoing service 

as a requirement for this capacity;  

1.2. Have completed approved education and training and meet the 

standard of competence specified in Section A-II/2 of the STCW 

Code for masters and chief mates on ships of 3,000 gross tonnage 

or more; and  

1.3. Meet the administrative and technical requirements regulated by 

the GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to require the 
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competencies required by the 1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended and the STCW Code.   

 

2. All masters on seagoing ships of between 500 and 3,000 gross 

tonnage shall:  

2.1. Meet the requirements applicable to the certification of officers in 

charge of the navigational watch on ships of 500 gross tonnage or 

more and have completed an approved seagoing service of not 

less than thirty-six (36) months in that capacity; however, this 

period may be reduced to not less than twenty-four (24) months, if 

not less than twelve (12) months of such seagoing service has 

been served as chief mate. The PMA shall regulate the seagoing 

service as a requirement for this capacity;  

2.2. Have completed approved education and training and meet the 

standard of competence specified in Section A-II/2 of the STCW 

Code for masters on ships of gross tonnage between 500 and 

3,000 tons; and  

2.3. Meet the administrative and technical requirements regulated by 

the GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to require the 

competencies required by the 1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended and the STCW Code.    

 

3. All masters of seagoing ships of less 500 gross tonnage shall hold 

a certificate of competency, for which: 

3.1.  In ships not engaged on near-coastal voyages, shall:  

3.1.1. Hold a certificate of competency as master on seagoing ships 

of between 500 and 3,000 gross; and 

3.1.2. Meet the administrative and technical requirements regulated 

by the GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to require the 

competencies required by the 1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended and the STCW Code.   

 

3.2. In ships engaged in near-coastal voyages, shall:  

3.2.1. Be not less than 20 years of age;  

3.2.2. Have completed an approved seagoing service of not less 

than twelve (12) months as officer in charge of the 

navigational watch;  

3.2.3. Have completed approved education and training and meet 

the standard of competence specified in Section A-II/3 of the 

STCW Code for masters on ships of less than 500 gross 

tonnage engaged in near-coastal voyages;   

3.2.4. Meet the standard of competence specified in Section A-VI/1, 

paragraph 2, Section A-VI/2 paragraphs 1 to 4, Section A-

VI/3 paragraphs 1 to 4 and Section A-VI/4 paragraphs 1 to 3 

of the STCW Code.  

3.2.5. Meet the administrative and technical requirements regulated 

by the GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to require the 

competencies required by the 1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended and the STCW Code. 
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Article 27:  General requirements applicable to competency certification of chief 

mates 

1. Every chief mate on a seagoing ships of 3,000 gross tonnage or 

more shall: 

1.1. Meet the requirements applicable for certification as officers in 

charge of the navigational watch on ships of 500 gross tonnage or 

more and have completed an approved seagoing service of not 

less than twelve (12) months in that capacity. The PMA shall 

regulate the seagoing service as a requirement for this capacity; 

1.2. Have completed an approved education and training period and 

meet the standard of competence specified in Section A-II/2 of the 

STCW Code for masters and chief mates on ships of 3,000 gross 

tonnage or more; and  

1.3. Meet the administrative and technical requirements regulated by 

the GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to require the 

competencies required by the 1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended and the STCW Code. 

 

2. All chief mates on seagoing ships of between 500 and 3,000 gross 

tonnage shall:  

2.1. Meet the requirements applicable for certification of officers in 

charge of the navigational watch on ships of 500 gross tonnage or 

more and have completed an approved seagoing service of not 

less than twelve (12) months in that capacity. The PMA shall 

regulate the seagoing service as a requirement for this capacity; 

2.2. Have completed an approved education and training period and 

meet the standard of competence specified in Section A-II/2 of the 

STCW Code for masters and chief mates on ships of between 500 

and 3,000 gross tonnage; and 

2.3. Observe the administrative and technical requirements regulated 

by the GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to require the 

competencies required by the 1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended and the STCW Code. 

 

Article 28:  General requirements applicable to the competency certification of 

officers in charge of the navigational watch. 

1. Every officer in charge of the navigational watch serving on a 

seagoing ships of 500 gross tonnage or more shall: 

1.1. Be not less than 18 years of age;  

1.2. Have completed an approved seagoing service of not less than 

twelve (12) months as part of an approved training program which 

includes on board training. This training must meet the 

requirements of Section A-II/1 of the STCW Code and is 

documented in an approved training record book, or otherwise 

have approved seagoing service of not less than thirty-six (36) 

months. The PMA shall regulate the seagoing service as a 

requirement for this capacity;  
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1.3. Have performed, during the required seagoing service, bridge 

watchkeeping duties under the supervision of the master or a 

qualified officer for a period of less than six (6) months; 

1.4. Meet the applicable requirements of the regulations in Chapter IV, 

as appropriate, for performing designated radio duties pursuant in 

accordance with the Radio Regulations;  

1.5. Have completed an approved education and training, and meet the 

standard of competence specified in Section A-II/1 of the STCW 

Code;    

1.6. Meet the standard of competence specified in Section A-VI/1, 

paragraph 2, Section A-VI/2 paragraphs 1 to 4, Section A-VI/3 

paragraphs 1 to 4 and Section A-VI/4 paragraphs 1 to 3 of the 

STCW Code; and  

1.7. Meet the administrative and technical requirements regulated by 

the GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to require the 

competencies required by the 1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended and the STCW Code. 

 

2. All officers in charge of the navigational watch serving on ships of 

less 500 gross tonnage shall hold a certificate of competency, for 

which:  

2.1. In ships not engaged in near-coastal voyages, shall:  

2.1.1. Hold a certificate of competency that enables for the capacity 

of officer in charge of the navigational watch on seagoing 

ships of 500 gross tonnage or more; and  

2.1.2. Meet the administrative and technical requirements regulated 

by the GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to require the 

competencies required by the 1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended and the STCW Code. 

 

2.2. In ships engaged in near-coastal voyages, shall:  

2.2.1. Be not less than 18 years of age;  

2.2.2. Have completed a special training, including an approved 

seagoing service as required by the GDS or an approved 

seagoing service of not less than thirty-six (36) months in the 

deck department. The PMA shall regulate the seagoing 

service as a requirement for this capacity;  

2.2.3. Meet the applicable requirements of the regulations in 

Chapter IV, as appropriate, for performing designated radio 

duties in accordance with the Radio Regulations;  

2.2.4. Have completed approved education and training and meet 

the standard of competence specified in Section A-II/3 of the 

STCW Code for officers in charge of a navigational watch on 

ships of less than 500 gross tonnage engaged on near-

coastal voyages;  

2.2.5. Meet the standard of competence specified in Section A-VI/1, 

paragraph 2, Section A-VI/2 paragraphs 1 to 4, Section A-

VI/3 paragraphs 1 to 4 and Section A-VI/4 paragraphs 1 to 3 

of the STCW Code; and  
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2.2.6. Meet the administrative and technical requirements regulated 

by the GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to require the 

competencies required by the 1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended and the STCW Code. 

 

Article 29:  General requirements applicable for certification of ratings forming of 

a navigational watch 

 

Every candidate for certification as ratings forming of a navigational watch 

on a seagoing ship of 500 gross tonnage or more shall:  

1. Be not less than 18 years of age;  

2. Have completed: 

2.3. Approved seagoing service including not less six (6) months of 

training and experience associated with navigational 

watchkeeping functions, or  

2.4. A special training, either pre-sea or once on board ship, including 

an approved period of seagoing service which shall not be less 

than two (2) months, associated with navigational watchkeeping 

functions, or 

2.5. Theoretical studies of the training program for candidate to 

officers in charge of the navigation watch (cadets), and submit an 

approved seagoing service of not less than two (2) months; and  

3. Meet the standard of competence specified in Section A-II/4 of the 

STCW Code; and  

4. Meet the administrative and technical requirements regulated by the 

GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to require the competencies 

required by the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended and the STCW 

Code. 

 

The GDS shall regulate the issuance of the certificate of proficiency to 

seafarers under this capacity in accordance with Regulation II/4 and 

Section A-II/4 of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended and the STCW 

Code. 

 

Article 30:  General requirements applicable for certification of ratings as able 

seafarer deck 

 

Every candidate for certification as able seafarer deck serving on a 

seagoing ship of 500 gross tonnage or more shall:  

1. Be not less than 18 years of age;  

2. Meet the requirements related for certification of ratings forming part of 

a navigational watch on a seagoing ship of 500 gross tonnage or more; 

3. Have completed: 

3.1.  a seagoing service no less than eighteen (18) months in the deck 

department as a rating forming part of the navigational watch; or  

3.2.  no less than twelve (12) months and having completed approved 

training;    

4. Meet the standard of competence specified in Section A-II/5 of the 

STCW Code; and  
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5. Meet the administrative and technical requirements regulated by the 

GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to require the competencies 

required by the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended and the STCW 

Code. 

 

The GDS shall regulate the issuance of the certificate of proficiency to 

seafarers under this capacity in accordance with Regulation II/5 and 

Section A-II/5 of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended and the STCW 

Code. 

 

SECTION B 

ENGINE DEPARTMENT CERTIFICATES 

 

Article 31:  General requirements applicable to the certification of chief engineer 

officers 

 

1. Every chief engineer officer on seagoing ships powered by main 

propulsion machinery of 3,000 kW propulsion power or more, shall: 

1.1. Meet the requirements applicable for certification as officers in 

charge of engineering watch on seagoing ships powered by main 

propulsion machinery of 750 kW propulsion power or more;  

1.2. Have completed an approved seagoing service for a period of not 

less than thirty-six (36) months; however, this period may be 

reduced to not less than twenty-four (24) months, if not less than 

twelve (12) months of such seagoing service has been served as 

second engineer officer on seagoing ships powered by main 

propulsion machinery of 3,000 kW propulsion power or more. The 

PMA shall regulate the seagoing service as a requirement for this 

capacity; 

1.3. Have completed approved education and training, and meet the 

standard of competence specified in Section A-III/2 of the STCW 

Code;  

1.4. Meet the administrative and technical requirements regulated by 

the GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to require the 

competencies required by the 1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended and the STCW Code. 

 

2. Every chief engineer officer on seagoing ships powered by main 

propulsion machinery of between 750 kW and 3,000 kW propulsion 

power, shall: 

2.1. Meet the requirements applicable for certification as officers in 

charge of an engineering watch;   

2.2. Have completed an approved seagoing service for a period of not 

less than thirty-six (36) months; however, this period may be 

reduced to not less than twenty-four (24) months of approved 

seagoing service of which not less than twelve (12) months shall 

be served as second engineer officer on seagoing ships powered 

by main propulsion machinery of between 750 kW and 3,000 kW 

propulsion power. The PMA shall regulate the seagoing service as 

a requirement for this capacity; 
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2.3. Have completed approved education and training, and meet the 

standard of competence specified in Section A-III/3 of the STCW 

Code; and   

2.4. Meet the administrative and technical requirements regulated by 

the GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to require the 

competencies required by the 1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended and the STCW Code.  

Article 32:  General requirements applicable to the competency certification of 

second engineer officers 

1. Every second engineer officer on seagoing ships powered by main 

propulsion machinery of 3,000 kW propulsion power or more, 

must: 

1.1. Meet the requirements applicable for certification as officers in 

charge of an engineering watch on seagoing ships powered by 

main propulsion machinery of 750 kW propulsion power or more;  

1.2. Have completed an approved seagoing service of not less than 

twelve (12) months serving as engineer officer in charge of an 

engineering watch, on seagoing ships powered by main propulsion 

machinery of 3,000 kW propulsion power or more. The PMA shall 

regulate the seagoing service as a requirement for this capacity; 

1.3. Have completed approved education and training, and meet the 

standard of competence specified in Section A-III/2 of the STCW 

Code; and  

1.4. Meet the administrative and technical requirements regulated by 

the GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to require the 

competencies required by the 1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended and the STCW Code.   

 

2. Every second engineer officer on seagoing ships powered by main 

propulsion machinery of between 750 kW and 3,000 kW propulsion 

power, shall: 

2.1. Meet the requirements applicable to the certification of officer in 

charge of an engineering watch;    

2.2. Have completed an approved seagoing service of not less than 

twelve (12) months serving as engineer officer in charge of an 

engineering watch, on seagoing ships powered by main propulsion 

machinery of between 750 kW and 3,000 kW propulsion power. 

The PMA shall regulate the seagoing service as a requirement for 

this capacity;  

2.3. Have completed an approved education and training, and shall 

meet the standard of competence specified in Section A-III/3 of the 

STCW Code; and  

2.4. Meet the administrative and technical requirements regulated by 

the GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to require the 

competencies required by the 1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended and the STCW Code.  

 

Article 33:  General requirements applicable for certification of officers in charge 

of an engineering watch 
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1. Every officer in charge of the engineering watch in a manned 

engine-room or designated duty engineer officer in a periodically 

unmanned engine room, on board a seagoing ship powered by 

main propulsion machinery of 750 kW propulsion power or more, 

shall: 

1.1. Be not less than 18 years of age;  

1.2. Have completed a combination of workshop skills training and an 

approved seagoing service of no less than twelve (12) months, as 

part of an approved training programme which includes on board 

training that meets the requirements of Section A-III/1 of the STCW 

Code, and is documented in an approved training record book, or 

otherwise have completed combined workshop skills training and 

an approved seagoing service of no less than thirty-six (36) 

months of which no less than thirty (30) months shall be seagoing 

service in the engine department. The PMA shall regulate the 

seagoing service for this capacity; 

1.3. Have performed, during the required seagoing service, engine-

room watchkeeping duties under the supervision of the chief 

engineer officer or a qualified engineer officer for a period of not 

less than six (6) months;  

1.4. Have completed an approved education and training, and meet the 

standard of competence specified in Section A-III/1 of the STCW 

Code;   

1.5. Meet the standard of competence specified in Section A-VI/1, 

paragraph 2, Section A-VI/2 paragraphs 1 to 4, Section A-VI/3 

paragraphs 1 to 4 and Section A-VI/4 paragraphs 1 to 3 of the 

STCW Code; and 

1.6. Meet the administrative and technical requirements regulated by 

the GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to require the 

competencies required by the 1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended and the STCW Code.  

 

Article 34:  General requirements applicable for certification of electro-technical 

officers 

 

1. Every electro-technical officer serving on seagoing ships powered 

by main propulsion machinery of 750 kW propulsion power or 

more, shall: 

1.1. Be not less than 18 years of age;  

1.2. Have completed not less than twelve (12) months of combined 

workshop skills training and approved seagoing service of which 

no less than six (6) months shall be seagoing service as part of an 

approved training programme which meets the requirements of 

Section A-III/6 of the STCW Code, and is documented in an 

approved training record book, or otherwise not less than thirty-six 

(36) months of combined workshop skills training and approved 

seagoing service of which not less than thirty (30) months shall be 

seagoing service in the engine department. The PMA shall 

regulate the seagoing service for this capacity;  
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1.3. Have completed an approved education and training, and shall 

meet the standard of competence specified in Section A-III/6 of the 

STCW Code;   

1.4. Meet the standard of competence specified in Section A-VI/1, 

paragraph 2, Section A-VI/2 paragraphs 1 to 4, Section A-VI/3 

paragraphs 1 to 4 and Section A-VI/4 paragraphs 1 to 3 of the 

STCW Code; and  

1.5. Meet the administrative and technical requirements regulated by 

the GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to require the 

competencies required by the 1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended and the STCW Code.  

 

Article 35:  General requirements applicable to the certification of ratings forming 

part of an engine-room watch 

 

1. Every rating forming part of an engine-room watch or designated 

to perform duties in a periodically unmanned engine-room on a 

seagoing ship powered by main propulsion machinery of 750 kW 

propulsion power or more, shall: 

1.1. Be not less than 18 years of age;  

1.2. Have completed: 

1.2.1. An approved seagoing service including not less than six (6) 

months of training and experience associated with engine-

room watchkeepping functions; or  

1.2.2. A special training, either pre-sea or on board ship, including 

an approved period of seagoing service which shall not be 

less than two (2) months, associated with engine-room 

watchkeepping functions, or 

1.2.3. Theoretical studies of the training program for candidate to 

officers in charge of the engineering watch (cadets), and 

submitted an approved seagoing service of not less than two 

(2) months; and    

1.3. Meet the standard of competence specified in Section A-II/4 of the 

STCW Code;   

1.4. Meet the administrative and technical requirements regulated by the 

GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to require the 

competencies required by the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended 

and the STCW Code.  

 

The GDS shall regulate the issuance of the certificate of proficiency to 

seafarers under this capacity in accordance with Regulation III/4 and 

Section A-III/4 of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended and the STCW 

Code. 

 

Article 36:  General requirements applicable to certification of ratings as able 

seafarer engines 

 

1. Every able seafarer engine in a manned engine-room or designated 

to perform duties in a periodically unmanned engine-room, shall:  

1.1. Be not less than 18 years of age;  
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1.2. Meet the requirements applicable for certification as ratings forming 

part of a watch in a manned engine-room or designated to perform 

duties in a periodically unmanned engine-room;  

1.3. Have completed: 

1.3.1. A seagoing service as a rating forming part of an engineering 

watch of no less than twelve (12) months; or  

1.3.2. No less than six (6) months and have completed an approved 

training;   

1.4. Meet the standard of competence specified in Section A-III/5 of the 

STCW Code; and  

1.5. Meet the administrative and technical requirements regulated by the 

GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to require the 

competencies required by the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended 

and the STCW Code.  

 

The GDS shall regulate the issuance of the certificate of proficiency to 

seafarers under this capacity in accordance with Regulation III/5 and 

Section A-III/5 of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended and the STCW 

Code. 

 

Article 37:  General requirements applicable for certification of electro-technical 

ratings 

 

1. Every electro-technical rating serving on seagoing ships powered 

by main propulsion machinery of 750 kW propulsion power or 

more, shall: 

1.1. Be not less than 18 years of age;   

1.2. Have:  

1.2.1. Completed an approved seagoing service including not less 

than twelve (12) months training and experience, or  

1.2.2. Completed approved training, including an approved 

seagoing service which shall not be less than six (6) months, 

or  

1.2.3. Obtained qualifications that meet the technical competences 

in Table A-III/7 and have completed an approved seagoing 

service, which shall not be less than three (3) months;   

1.3. Meet the standard of competence specified in Section A-III/7 of the 

STCW Code; and  

1.4. Meet the administrative and technical requirements regulated by the 

GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to demand the 

competencies required by the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended 

and the STCW Code.  

 

The GDS shall regulate the issuance of the certificate of proficiency to 

seafarers under this capacity in accordance with Regulation III/7 and 

Section A-III/7 of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended and the STCW 

Code. 
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SECTION C 

RADIOCOMMUNICATIONS SERVICE AND RADIO OPERATOR CERTIFICATES 

 

Article 38:  Radiocommunications Service and Radio Operator 

Certificates 

 

The minimum requirements applicable for certification of 

radiocommunications service and radio operators depending on the 

capacity and according to the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended and 

the STCW Code are noted hereunder:  

 

Every candidate for certification of competency of radiocommunication 

operator of the Global Maritime Distress and Safety System (GMDSS) 

shall:  

1. Be not less than 18 years of age;  

2. Have completed approved education and training in accordance with 

the Radio Regulations, and meet the standard of competence specified 

in section A-IV/2 of the STCW Code; and  

3. Meet the administrative and technical requirements regulated by the 

GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to require the competencies 

required by the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended and the STCW 

Code. 

 

SECTION D 

SPECIAL TRAINING REQUIREMENTS FOR PERSONNEL ON 

CERTAIN TYPES OF SHIPS 

 

 Article 39:  General requirements applicable to the training and certification of 

masters, officers and ratings on oil tankers, chemical tankers and 

liquefied gas tankers 

The GDS shall issue a certificate of proficiency to masters and officers 

under Regulation I/2 of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, 

pursuant to Regulations V/1-1 and V/1-2 of that Convention, and observing 

the requirements prescribed by the GDS. 

 

1. Basic training for cargo operations on oil and chemical tankers 

Officers and ratings assigned specific duties and responsibilities related to 

cargo or cargo equipment on oil or chemical tankers shall hold a certificate 

of proficiency in basic training for oil and chemical tanker cargo operations. 

Every candidate for a certificate of proficiency in basic training for cargo 

operations on oil tankers and chemical tankers shall:  

1.1. Have completed basic training pursuant to Section A-VI/1 of the STCW 

Code; and 

1.2. Have completed: 

1.2.1. At least three months of approved seagoing service on oil 

tankers or chemical tankers and meet with the standard of 

competence specified in Section A-V/1-1, paragraph 1 of the 

STCW Code; or 
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1.2.2. An approved basic training for oil tankers and chemical tankers 

cargo operations and meet the standard of competence 

specified in Section A-V/1-1 of the STCW Code, paragraph 1 of 

and 

1.3. Meet the administrative and technical requirements regulated by the 

GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to require the competencies 

required by the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended and the STCW 

Code. 

 

This certificate of proficiency shall be revalidated every five (5) years. 

 

2. Advanced training for oil tanker cargo operations 

Masters, chief engineer officers, chief mates, second engineer officers and 

any person with immediate responsibility for loading, unloading, care in 

transit and handling cargo, tank cleaning or other cargo-related operations 

on oil tankers, shall hold a certificate of proficiency in advanced training for 

oil tanker cargo operations. 

 

Every candidate for a certificate of proficiency in advanced training for 

cargo operations in oil tankers shall:  

2.1. Meet the requirements for certification in basic training for oil tanker 

and chemical tanker cargo operations; and 

2.2. Have completed: 

2.2.1. At least three months of approved seagoing service on oil 

tankers; or 

2.2.2. At least one month of approved on board training on oil tankers 

on a temporary basis which includes at least three loading and 

three unloading operations and is documented in an approved 

training record book taking into account the guidance in Section 

B-V/1 of the STCW Code; and 

2.3. Have completed an approved advanced training for cargo operations 

on oil tankers and meet the standard of competence specified in 

Section A-V/1-1, paragraph 2 of the STCW Code; and 

2.4. Meet the administrative and technical requirements established by the 

GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to require the competencies 

required by the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended and the STCW 

Code. 

 

This certificate of proficiency shall be revalidated every five (5) years. 

 

3. Advanced training for chemical tanker cargo operations 

Masters, chief engineer officers, chief mates, second engineer officers and 

any person with immediate responsibility for loading, unloading, care in 

transit and handling cargo, tank cleaning or other cargo-related operations 

on oil tankers, shall hold a certificate of proficiency in advanced training for 

chemical tanker cargo operations. 

 

Every candidate for a certificate of proficiency in advanced training for 

chemical tankers cargo operations shall:  
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3.1. Meet the requirements for certification in basic training for oil tanker 

and chemical tanker cargo operations; and 

3.2. Have completed: 

3.2.1. At least three (3) months of approved seagoing service on 

chemical tankers; or  

3.2.2. At least one month of approved on board training on chemical 

tankers on a temporary basis which includes at least three 

loading and three unloading operations and is documented in an 

approved training record book taking into account the guidance 

in Section B-V/1 of the STCW Code; and 

3.4. Have completed an approved advanced training for chemical tankers 

cargo operations and meet the standard of competence specified in 

Section A-V/1-1, paragraph 3 of the STCW Code; and 

3.5. Meet the administrative and technical requirements regulated by the 

GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to require the competencies 

required by the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended and the STCW 

Code. 

 

This certificate of proficiency shall be revalidated every five (5) years. 

 

4. Basic training for liquefied gas tankers cargo operations  

Officers and ratings assigned specific duties and responsibilities related to 

cargo or cargo equipment on liquefied gas tankers shall hold a certificate of 

proficiency in basic training for liquefied gas tanker cargo operations. 

 

Every candidate for a certificate of proficiency in basic training for liquefied 

gas tankers cargo operations shall:  

4.1. Have completed basic training pursuant to Section A-VI/1 of the STCW 

Code; and 

4.2. Have completed: 

4.2.1. At least three months of approved seagoing service on liquefied 

gas tankers and meet the standard of competence specified in 

Section A-V/1-2, paragraph 1 of the STCW Code; or 

4.2.2. An approved basic training for liquefied gas tankers cargo 

operations and meet the standard of competence specified in 

Section A-V/1-2, paragraph 1 of the STCW Code; and 

4.3. Meet the administrative and technical requirements regulated by the 

GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to require the competencies 

required by the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended and the STCW 

Code. 

 

This certificate of proficiency shall be revalidated every five (5) years. 

5. Advanced training for cargo operations on liquefied gas tankers 

Masters, chief engineer officers, chief mates, second engineer officers and 

any person with immediate responsibility for loading, unloading, care in 

transit and handling cargo, tank cleaning or other cargo-related operations 

on oil tankers, shall hold a certificate of proficiency in advanced training for 

liquefied gas tanker cargo operations. 
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Every candidate for a certificate of proficiency in advanced training for 

liquefied gas tankers cargo operations shall:  

5.1. Meet the requirements for certification in basic training for oil tanker 

and chemical tanker cargo operations; and 

5.2. Have completed: 

5.2.1. At least three (3) months of approved seagoing service on 

liquefied gas tankers; or  

5.2.2. At least one month of approved on board training on liquefied 

gas tankers on a temporary basis which includes at least three 

loading and three unloading operations and is documented in an 

approved training record book taking into account the guidance 

in Section B-V/1 of the STCW Code; and  

5.3. Have completed an approved advanced training for liquefied gas 

tankers cargo operations and meet the standard of competence 

specified in Section A-V/1-2, paragraph 2 of the STCW Code; and 

5.4. Meet the administrative and technical requirements regulated by the 

GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to require the competencies 

required by the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended and the STCW 

Code. 

 

This certificate of proficiency shall be revalidated every five (5) years. 

The GDS shall regulate the issuance of the certificate of proficiency to 

seafarers under the training in accordance with Regulations V/1-1 and V/1-

2 and Sections A-V/1-1 and A-V/1-2 of the 1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended and the STCW Code. 

 

Article 40:  General requirements applicable to the training and certification of 

masters, officers, ratings and other staff of passenger ships 

 

1. Safety training for personnel providing direct service to 

passengers in passenger spaces. 

The personnel providing direct service to passengers in passenger spaces 

on board passenger ships shall: 

1.1. Complete the safety training specified in Section A-V/2, paragraph 2 

of the STCW Code; and 

1.2. Meet the administrative and technical requirements regulated by the 

GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to require the competencies 

required by the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended and the STCW 

Code. 

 

The documentary evidence shall be revalidated every five (5) years. 

 

2. Passenger ships crowd management training. 

Masters, officers and ratings qualified in accordance with chapters II, III 

and VII and other personnel designated on the muster list to assist 

passengers in emergency situations on board passenger ships shall: 

2.1. Complete passenger ship crowd management training as specified in 

Section A-V/2, paragraph 3 of the STCW Code; and 
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2.2. Meet the administrative and technical requirements regulated by the 

GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to require the competencies 

required by the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended and the STCW 

Code. 

 

The documentary evidence shall be revalidated every five (5) years. 

 

3. Crisis management and human behavior training. 

Masters, chief engineer officers, chief mates, second engineer officers and 

any person designated on the muster list as having responsibility for the 

safety of passengers in emergency situations on board passenger ships 

shall: 

3.1. Complete approved training in crisis management and human 

behavior as specified in Section A-V/2, paragraph 4 of the STCW 

Code; and 

3.2. Meet the administrative and technical requirements regulated by the 

GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to require the competencies 

required by the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended and the STCW 

Code 

 

The documentary evidence shall be revalidated every five (5) years. 

 

4. Passenger safety, cargo safety and hull integrity training. 

Masters, chief engineer officers, chief mates, second engineer officers and 

any person assigned immediate responsibility for embarkation and 

disembarkation passengers, for loading, discharging or securing cargo, or 

for closing the hull openings on board ro-ro passenger ships shall: 

4.1. Complete approved training in passenger safety, cargo safety and 

hull integrity as specified in Section A-V/2, paragraph 5 of the STCW 

Code; and 

4.2. Meet the administrative and technical requirements regulated by the 

GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to require the competencies 

required by the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended and the STCW 

Code. 

 

The documentary evidence shall be revalidated every five (5) years. 

The GDS shall determine the applicability of these requirements to the 

personnel serving on passenger ships engaged on domestic voyages, 

when required. 

 

The GDS shall regulate the issuance of the documentary evidence to 

seafarers relevant to training in accordance with Regulation VI/2 and 

Section A-VI/2 of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended and the STCW 

Code. 

 

Article 41: General requirements applicable to the training and certification of 

masters, officers, ratings and other personnel of ships subject to the 

IGF Code 

 

1. Basic training for ships subject to the IGF Code 
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Seafarers responsible for designated safety duties associated with the 

care, use or in emergency response to the fuel on board ships subject to 

the IGF Code shall hold a certificate in basic training for service on ships 

subject to the IGF Code. 

 

Every candidate for a certificate in basic training for serving on ships 

subject to the IGF Code shall: 

1.1. Have: 

1.1.1. Completed basic training for serving on ships subject to the IGF 

Code as specified of Section A-V/3, paragraph 1 of the STCW 

Code; or 

1.1.2. Be qualified and certified according to regulation V/1-2, 

paragraphs 2 and 5, according to the requirements for serving 

on liquefied gas tankers, observing the provisions specified in 

Section A-V/3, paragraph 1 of the STCW Code; and 

1.2. Meet the administrative and technical requirements regulated by the 

GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to require the competencies 

required by the STCW Code. 

 

The certificate of proficiency shall be revalidated every five (5) years. 

 

2. Advanced training for ships subject to the IGF Code 

Masters, engineer officers and any person with immediate responsibility for 

the care and use of fuels and fuel systems on ships subject to the IGF 

Code shall hold a certificate in advanced training for serving on ships 

subject to the IGF Code. 

 

Every candidate for a certificate in advanced training for serving on ships 

subject to the IGF Code may opt for the certificate by observing the 

following options:  

2.1. Option No. 1: 

2.1.1. To hold a certificate in basic training for serving on ships 

subject to the IGF Code as specified of Regulation V/3, 

paragraph 4; and 

2.1.2. Have completed approved advanced training for service on 

ships subject to the IGF Code, and meet the standard of 

competence as specified in Section A-V/3, paragraph 2 of the 

STCW Code; and  

2.1.3. Have completed at least one moth of approved seagoing 

service that includes a minimum of three bunkering operations 

on board ships subject to the IGF Code. As part of the training 

noted in point 2.1.2. above, two (2) of the three (3) bunkering 

operations may be replaced by approved simulator training on 

bunkering operations; or 

 

2.2. Option No. 2:  

2.2.1. Be qualified and certified according to Regulation V/1-2, 

paragraphs 4 and 5, according to the requirements for serving 

on liquefied gas tankers, observing the provisions specified in 

Section A-V/3, paragraph 2 of the STCW Code; and 
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2.2.2. Having conducted three bunkering operations on board ships 

subject to the IGF Code. As part of the training noted in point 

2.2.1. above, two (2) of the three (3) bunkering operations may 

be replaced by approved simulator training on bunkering 

operations; and  

2.2.3. Have completed seagoing service of three (3) month in the 

previous five years on board: 

2.2.3.1. Ships subject to the IGF Code; 

2.2.3.2. Tankers carrying as cargo, fuels covered by the IGF 

Code; or 

2.2.3.3. Ships using gases or low flashpoint fuel as fuel.  

 

On both options they shall meet the administrative and technical 

requirements established by the GDS, which will be periodically reviewed 

to require the competencies required by the 1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended and the STCW Code. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

The certificate of proficiency shall be revalidated every five (5) years. 

 

The GDS shall regulate the issuance of the certificate of proficiency to 

seafarers relevant to training in accordance with Regulation VI/3 and 

Section A-VI/3 of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended and the STCW 

Code. 

 

Article 42:  General requirements applicable to the training and certification of 

masters and deck officers of ships operating in polar waters 

 

1. Basic training for ships operating in polar waters 

Masters, chief mates and officers in charge of the navigational watch on 

ships operating in polar waters shall hold a certificate in basic training for 

ships operating in polar waters, as required in the Polar Code. 

 

Every candidate for a certificate in basic training for ships operating in 

polar waters shall: 

1.1. Have completed an approved basic training for ships operating in 

polar waters and meet the standard of competence specified in 

Section A-V/4, paragraph 1 of the STCW Code; and 

1.2. Meet the administrative and technical requirements established by 

the GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to require the 

competencies required by the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended 

and the STCW Code. 

 

The certificate of proficiency shall be revalidated every five (5) years. 

 

2. Advanced training for ships operating in polar waters 

Masters and chief mates on ships operating in polar waters shall hold a 

certificate advanced training for ships operating in polar waters, as 

required in the Polar Code. 
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Every candidate for a certificate in advanced training for ships operating in 

polar waters shall: 

2.1. Meet the requirements for certification in basic training for ships 

operating in polar waters;  

2.2. Have at least two (29 months of approved seagoing service in the 

deck department, at the management level or while performing 

watchkeeping duties at the operational level, in polar waters; 

2.3. Have completed approved advanced training for ships operating in 

polar waters and meet the standard of competence specified in 

Section A-V/4, paragraph 2 of the STCW Code; and 

2.4. Meet the administrative and technical requirements established by 

the GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to require the 

competencies required by the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended 

and the STCW Code. 

 

The certificate of proficiency shall be revalidated every five (5) years. 

 

The GDS shall regulate the issuance of the certificate of proficiency to 

seafarers relevant to training in accordance with Regulation V/4 and 

Section A-V/4 of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended and the STCW 

Code. 

 

SECTION E 

CERTIFICATES TO EMERGENCY, OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY, SECURITY, 

MEDICAL CARE AND SURVIVAL FUNCTIONS 

 

Article 43:  Minimum requirements for safety familiarization, basic training and 

instruction for all seafarers 

 

1. Basic safety training for all seafarers  

All seafarers who serve on Panamanian-flagged ships shall be familiar with 

and receive basic training in safety aspects in accordance with the 

following paragraphs:  

1.1. Safety familiarization training: Before being assigned to shipboard 

duties, all persons employed or engaged on board Panamanian-

flagged ships, other than passengers, shall receive approved 

familiarization training in personal survival techniques, referring to the 

specific ship on which they will provide services, which comprises at 

least the training requirements specified in Section A-VI/1, paragraph 

1 of the STCW Code. The master of the ship or the officer designated 

by him or her shall supervise this familiarization training and keep a 

dated record of all persons who received it satisfactorily. 

1.2. Basic training: Before being assigned to shipboard duties, all 

persons employed or engaged on board Panamanian-flagged ships, 

as part of the ship's complement with designated safety or pollution-

prevention duties in the operation of the ship, shall:  

Receive approved training on:  

1.2.1. Personal Survival Techniques, containing the standard of 

competence set out in Table A-VI/1-1 of the STCW Code,  
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1.2.2. Fire Prevention and Fire Fighting, containing the standard of 

competence set out in Table A-VI/1-2 of the STCW Code,  

1.2.3. Elementary First Aid, containing the standard of competence 

set out in Table A-VI/1-3 of the STCW Code, and  

1.2.4. Personal Safety and Social Responsibilities, containing the 

standard of competence set out in Table A-VI/1-4 of the STCW 

Code;  

1.3. Provide evidence of having achieved the required standard of 

competence to undertake the tasks, duties and responsibilities listed 

in column 1 of Tables A-VI/1-1; A-VI/1-2; A-VI/1-3; A-VI/1-4 of the 

STCW Code, through the demonstration of competence and 

assessment of competence methods tabulated in columns 3 and 4 of 

those tables; and an examination or continuous assessment, as part 

of an approved training program in the subjects listed in column 2 of 

those tables.  

1.4. The GDS shall require that seafarers qualified in accordance with 

paragraph 2 of Section A-VI/1 of the STCW Code in basic training, 

shall be required, every five (5) years, to provide documentary 

evidence of having maintained the required standard of competence.  

 

The certificates of proficiency shall be revalidated every five (5) years. 

The GDS shall regulate the issuance of the certificate of proficiency to 

seafarers relevant to training in accordance with Regulation VI/1 and 

Section A-VI/1 of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended and the STCW 

Code. 

 

Article 44:   Applicable requirements for the issuance of certificates of proficiency 

in survival crafts, rescue boats and fast rescue boats 

 

1. Proficiency in survival crafts and rescue boats other than fast 

rescue boats 

Every candidate for a certificate of proficiency in survival crafts and rescue 

boats other than fast rescue boats shall:   

1.1. Be not less than 18 years of age;  

1.2. Have completed: 

1.2.1. A seagoing service of not less than twelve (12) months, or  

1.2.2. An approved type of training course and have completed an 

approved seagoing service of not less than six months; and 

1.3. Meet the standard of competence for certificates of proficiency in 

survival crafts and rescue boats set out in Section A-VI/2, paragraphs 

1 to 4 of the STCW Code; and  

1.4. Meet the administrative and technical requirements established by the 

GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to require the competencies 

required by the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended and the STCW 

Code.   

 

This certificate of proficiency shall be revalidated every five (5) years.  

 

2. Proficiency in fast rescue boats  
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Every candidate for a certificate of proficiency in fast rescue boats shall:  

2.1. Hold a certificate of proficiency in survival crafts and rescue boats 

other than fast rescue boats; 

2.2. Have attended an approved training course; and 

2.3. Meet the standard of competence for certificates of proficiency in 

handling fast rescue boats set out in Section A-VI/2, paragraphs 7 to 

10 of the STCW Code; and  

2.4. Meet the administrative and technical requirements established by 

the GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to require the 

competencies required by the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended 

and the STCW Code.   

 

This certificate of proficiency shall be revalidated every five (5) years.  

The GDS shall regulate the issuance of the certificate of proficiency to 

seafarers relevant to training in accordance with Regulation VI/2 and 

Section A-VI/2 of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended n and the 

STCW Code. 

 

Article 45:  Mandatory minimum requirements for training in advanced fire 

fighting techniques 

1. Advanced fire fighting techniques 

Every candidate for a certificate of proficiency in training in advanced fire 

fighting shall:  

1.1. Hold a certificate of proficiency on basic training in fire prevention and 

fire fighting;  

1.2. Have completed approved training in advanced fire fighting 

techniques, with particular emphasis on organizational, tactics and 

command, in accordance with the provisions of Section A-VI/3, 

paragraphs 1 to 4 of the STCW Code; and 

1.3. Meet the standard of competence in training advanced fire fighting in 

Section A-VI/3 of the STCW Code; and  

1.4. Meet the administrative and technical requirements established by 

the GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to require the 

competencies required by the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended 

and the STCW Code.   

 

This certificate of proficiency shall be revalidated every five (5) years. 

The GDS shall regulate the issuance of the certificate of proficiency to 

seafarers relevant to training in accordance with Regulation VI/3 and 

Section A-VI/3 of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended and the STCW 

Code. 

 

Article 46:  Mandatory minimum requirements relating to medical first aid and 

medical care 

1. Medical First Aid  

Every candidate for a certificate of proficiency for medical first aid shall: 

1.1. Hold a certificate of proficiency for elementary first aid training;  

1.2. Meet the standard of competence in medical first aid specified in 

Section A-VI/4, paragraphs 1 to 3 of the STCW Code; and   
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1.3. Meet the administrative and technical requirements established by 

the GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to require the 

competencies required by the STCW Code.   

 

This certificate of proficiency shall be revalidated every five (5) years.  

 

2. Medical care 

Every candidate for a certificate of proficiency for medical care shall:  

2.1. Hold a certificate of proficiency for medical first aid training; 

2.2. Meet the standard of competence in medical care specified in Section 

A-VI/4, paragraphs 4 to 6 of the STCW Code; and   

2.3. Meet the administrative and technical requirements established by 

the GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to require the 

competencies required by the STCW Code.   

 

This certificate of proficiency shall be revalidated every five (5) years.  

 

The GDS shall regulate the issuance of the certificate of proficiency to 

seafarers relevant to training in accordance with Regulation VI/4 and 

Section A-VI/4 of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended and the STCW 

Code. 

 

Article 47:   Mandatory minimum requirements for the issue of certificates of 

proficiency for ship security officers 

1. Ship Security Officer: 

Every candidate for a certificate of proficiency as ship security officer shall:  

1.1. Have approved seagoing service of not less than twelve (12)) 

months;  

1.2. Meet the standard of competence for certificates of proficiency as 

ship security officer set out in Section A-VI/5, paragraphs 1 to 4 of the 

STCW Code; and   

1.3. Meet the administrative and technical requirements established by 

the GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to demand the 

competencies required by the STCW Code.  

 

This certificate of proficiency shall be revalidated every five (5) years. 

 

The GDS shall regulate the issuance of the certificate of proficiency to 

seafarers relevant to training in accordance with Regulation VI/5 and 

Section A-VI/5 of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended and the STCW 

Code. 

 

Article 48: Mandatory minimum requirements for security-related training and 

instruction for all seafarers 

 

Where security awareness is not included in the qualification for the 

certificate to be issued, a certificate of proficiency shall be issued indicating 

that the holder has attended a course in security awareness training, the 

GDS shall issue a certificate of proficiency attesting that the holder has 
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participated in a training course in accordance with the provisions of 

Section A-VI/6 of the STCW Code.  

 

1. Security awareness-related training for all seafarers  

Every candidate for a certificate of proficiency in security awareness-

related training for all seafarers shall:  

1.1. Meet the standard of competence in security awareness-related 

training for all seafarers specified in Section A-VI/6, paragraph 4 of 

the STCW Code; and   

1.2. Meet the administrative and technical requirements established by 

the GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to require the 

competencies required by the STCW Code.  

 

This certificate of proficiency shall be revalidated every five (5) years. 

 

2. Security training for seafarers with designated security duties 

Every candidate for a certificate of proficiency in security training for 

seafarers with designated security duties shall:  

2.1. Meet the standard of competence in security training for seafarers 

with designated security duties specified in Section A-VI/6, 

paragraphs 6 to 8 of the STCW Code; and 

2.2. Meet the administrative and technical requirements established by 

the GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to require the 

competencies required by the STCW Code.   

 

This certificate of proficiency shall be revalidated every five (5) years.  

 

The GDS shall regulate the issuance of the certificate of proficiency to 

seafarers relevant to training in accordance with Regulation VI/6 and 

Section A-VI/6 of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended and the STCW 

Code. 

 

CHAPTER XIX 

ALTERNATIVE CERTIFICATION 

 

Article 49:   Issuance of alternative certificates 

Under Regulation VII/1 of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, the 

GDS may choose to issue certificates other than those mentioned in the 

regulations of Chapters II and III, provided that: 

1. The associated functions and levels of responsibility to be stated on the 

certificates and in the endorsements are selected from and identical to 

those appearing in sections A-II/1, A-II/2, A-II/3, A-II/4, A-II/5, A-III/1, A-

III/2, A-III/3, A-III/4, A-III/5 and A-IV/2 of the STCW Code;  

2. The candidates have completed approved education and training and 

meet the requirements for standards of competence, prescribed in the 

relevant sections of the STCW Code and as set forth in Section A-VII/1 

of this Code, for the functions and levels that are to be stated in the 

certificates and in the endorsements; 

3. The candidates have completed approved seagoing service appropriate 

to the performance of the functions and levels that are to be stated on 
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the certificate. The minimum duration of seagoing service shall be 

equivalent to that duration of seagoing service prescribed in Chapters II 

and III of the Convention, however, the minimum duration of seagoing 

service  shall be not less than as prescribed in Section A-VII/2 of the 

STCW Code; 

4. The candidates for certification who are to perform the function of 

navigation at the operational level shall meet the applicable 

requirements of the regulations in Chapter IV, as appropriate, for 

performing designated radio duties in accordance with the Radio 

Regulations; and 

5. The certificates are issued in accordance with the requirements of 

regulation I/2 and the provisions set forth in Chapter VII of the STCW 

Code. 

 

The GDS shall regulate the education and training concerning the issuance 

of alternative certificates concerning Chapter VII and pursuant to 

paragraph 1 of Regulation VII/1 of the 1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended.  

 

No certificate shall be issued under Chapter VII unless the GDS has 

communicated to the IMO in accordance with Article IV and Regulation I/7. 

 

Article 50:   Certification of seafarers  

According to Regulation VII/2 of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, 

every seafarer who performs any function or group of functions specified in 

Tables A-II/1, A-II/2, A-II/3, A-II/4 or A-II/5 of Chapter II or in Tables A-III/1, 

A-III/2, A-III/3, or A-III/4 or A-III/5 of Chapter III or in Table A-IV/2 of 

Chapter IV of the STCW Code, shall hold a certificate of competency or 

certificate of proficiency, as applicable. 

 

Article 51:  Principles governing the issuance of alternative certificates 

According to Regulation VII/3 of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, 

where elected to issue of alternative certificates, the GDS shall ensure that 

the following principles are observed: 

1. No alternative certification system shall be implemented unless it 

ensures a degree of safety at sea and has a preventive effect as 

regards pollution at least equivalent to that provided by the other 

chapters; and 

2. Any arrangement for alternative certification issued under this chapter 

shall provide for interchangeability of certificates with those issued 

under the other chapters. 

 

The principle of interchangeability mentioned in paragraph 1 of Regulation 

VII/3 shall ensure that: 

1. Seafarers certificated under the arrangements of Chapters II and/or III 

and those certificated under Chapter VII are able to serve on ships 

which have either traditional or other forms of shipboard organization; 

and 

2. Seafarers are not trained for specific shipboard arrangements in such a 

way as would impair their ability to take their skills elsewhere. 
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In issuing any certificate under the provisions of Chapter VII, the following 

principles shall be taken into account: 

1. The issue of alternative certificates shall not be used in itself: 

1.1. To reduce the number of crew on board; 

1.2. To lower the integrity of the profession or “deskill” seafarers; or  

1.3. To justify assigning the combined duties of the engineer and 

deck watchkeeping officers to a single certificate holder during 

any particular watch; and 

2. The person in command shall be designated as the master; and the 

legal position and authority of the master and others shall not be 

adversely affected by the implementation of any arrangement for 

alternative certification. 

 

The principles contained in paragraphs 1 and 2 of Regulation VII/3 shall 

ensure that the competency of both deck and engineer officers are 

maintained.  

 

CHAPTER XX 

STANDARDS REGARDING WATCHKEEPING  

 

Article 52:  Fitness for duty 

By virtue of Regulation VIII/1, the GDS, in order to prevent fatigue, will 

demand that shipowners or operators and masters ensure that:  

1. The rest periods for watchkeeping personnel and those whose duties 

involve designated safety, security and prevention pollution duties in 

accordance with the provisions of Section A-VIII/1 of the STCW Code, 

and 

2. The watch systems are so arranged that the efficiency of all 

watchkeeping personnel is not impaired by fatigue and that duties are 

so organized that the first watch at the commencement of a voyage 

and subsequent relieving watches are sufficiently rested and otherwise 

fit for duty. 

 

Article 53:  Rest hours 

In order to take account of the danger posed by fatigue of seafarers and 

the safe and secure operation of a ship, the following provisions shall be 

observed: 

1. All persons who are assigned duty as officer in charge of a watch or as 

a rating forming part of a watch and those whose duties involve 

designated safety, prevention of pollution and security duties shall be 

provided with a rest period of not less than:  

a. A minimum of ten (10) hours of rest in any period of twenty-four 

(24) hours; and  

b. Seventy-seven (77) hours in any seven (7) day period.  

2. The hours of rest may be divided into no more than two periods, one of 

which shall be at least six (6) hours in length, and the intervals 

between two (2) consecutive periods of rest shall not exceed fourteen 

(14) hours.  

3. The requirements for rest periods laid down in points 1 and 2 need not 

be maintained in the case of an emergency or in other overriding 
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operational conditions. Musters, fire-fighting and lifeboat drills, and 

drills prescribed by national laws and regulations and by international 

instruments, shall be conducted in a manner that minimizes the 

disturbance of rest periods and does not induce fatigue.   

4. The GDS allow exceptions from the required hours of rest in points 

1.b) and 2 of this article, provided that the rest period is not less than 

seventy (70) hours in any seven-day period.   

Exceptions from the weekly rest period provided in point 1.b) shall not 

be allowed for more than two (2) consecutive weeks. The intervals 

between two (2) such exceptions periods on board shall not be less 

than twice the duration of the exception. 

The rest hours laid out in point 1.a) of this article may be divided into 

no more than three (3) periods, one of which shall be at least six (6) 

hours in length, and neither of the other two periods shall last less than 

one (1) hour in length. The intervals between consecutive periods of 

rest shall not exceed fourteen (14) hours. Exceptions shall not extend 

beyond two (2) twenty-four (24)-hour periods in any seven (7)-day 

period.  

 

1. The watch schedule shall be maintained on all ships, and shall be 

located in a visible and accessible place to the crew and inspectors; 

it shall at least contain the data set out in the format adopted by the 

GDS, and it shall be in the working language or languages of the 

ship and in English. 

2. When a seafarer is on call, such as when a machinery space is 

unattended, the seafarer shall have an adequate compensatory rest 

period if the normal period of rest is disturbed by call-outs to work. 

 

Article 54:   Rest hour registration 

Records of daily rest hours of seafarers shall be maintained in all ships, 

which shall have at least the data on the format adopted by the GDS, and 

shall be available for inspection by the Flag State and/or the Port State 

Control, keeping a record of all schedule changes. Rest hour records shall 

be kept in custody of the shipowner or operator for a period of two (2) 

years counted from the termination of the employment agreement. Each 

seafarer shall receive a copy of the corresponding records, endorsed by 

the master or by a person authorized by him or her and by the seafarer.  

 

 Article 55:  Suspension of rest hours  

Nothing provided on fitness for duty and rest hour registration shall be 

deemed to impair the right of the master of a ship to require a seafarer to 

perform any hours of work necessary for the immediate safety of the ship, 

persons on board or cargo, or for the purpose of giving assistance to other 

ships or persons in distress at sea.  Accordingly, the master may suspend 

the schedule of hours of rest and require a seafarer to perform any hours 

of work necessary until the normal situation has been restored.  Once the 

situation has normalized and as soon as possible, the master shall ensure 

that seafarers who have worked during a scheduled rest period are 

granted an appropriate rest period. 
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Article 56:   Improper use of alcohol and drugs 

For all seafarers serving on a ship that flies the flag of the Republic of 

Panama, it is forbidden to work under the influence of drugs or alcohol. 

When seafarers are under the influence of drugs or alcohol, they shall not 

be assigned to any service until they have regained the full use of their 

powers to properly carry out their duties, notwithstanding the sanctions that 

apply. 

 

The limit of not greater than 0.05% blood alcohol level (BAC) or 0.25 mg/l 

of alcohol in the breath or a quantity of alcohol leading to such alcohol 

concentration for masters, officers and other seafarers while performing 

designated safety, security, marine environment duties. 

 

Article 57:  Organization of the watches and principles to be observed 

In accordance with Regulation VIII/2 of the 1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended, the GDS sets out for the companies, masters, chief engineer 

officers and all watchkeeping personnel to the requirements, principles and 

guidelines set out in Section A-VIII/2 of the STCW Code, which shall be 

observed to ensure that a safe continuous watch or watches appropriate to 

the prevailing circumstances and conditions. 

 

The GDS stipulates that the master of every ship shall be liable for its 

safety, and shall ensure that watchkeeping arrangements are adequate for 

maintaining a safe continuous a safe watch or watches, taking into account 

the prevailing circumstances and conditions and that, the master´s general 

direction: 

1. The officers in charge of the navigational watch are responsible for 

navigational the ship safety during their periods of duty, when they 

shall be physically present on the navigation bridge or in a directly 

associated location such as the chartroom or bridge control room at all 

y times; 

2. Radio operators are responsible for maintaining a continuous radio 

watch on appropriate frequencies during their periods of duty; 

3. The officers in charge of an engineering watch, as defined in the 

STCW Code, under the direction of the chief engineer officer, shall be 

immediately available and on call to attend the machinery spaces and, 

when required, shall be physically present in the machinery space 

during their periods of responsibility; 

4. Appropriate and effective watch and watches are maintained for the 

purpose of safety at all times, while the ship is at anchor or moored 

and, if the ship is carrying hazardous cargo, the organization of such 

watch or watches takes full account of the nature, quantity, packing 

and stowage of the hazardous cargo and of any special conditions 

prevailing on board, afloat or ashore; and 

5. Appropriate and effective watch or watches are maintained for the 

purposes of security. 

 

CHAPTER XXI 

SANCTIONS  
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Article 58:  Sanctions  

The GDS shall lay out the administrative and/or pecuniary sanctions for 

cases of infringement of the standards that regulate the 1978 STCW 

Convention, as amended, the Maritime Labour Convention, 2006, as 

amended (MLC, 2006, amended) and this resolution, as well as any 

breach of the national and international regulations adopted by the 

Republic of Panama, in matters related to seafarers. 

 

The following cases will be deemed grounds for the application of 

administrative and/or pecuniary sanctions:  

1. Hiring a person who does not possess the certificate required by the 

Administration pursuant to current regulations; 

2. Allowing a person who does not hold the proper certificate, a valid 

waiver or documentary evidence that he or she is processing a 

certificate endorsement prescribed in paragraph 5 of Regulation I/10, 

to perform a certain function or to hold a position on board, which 

requires holding a suitable certificate pursuant to current regulations 

and/or the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended; 

3. Allowing seafarers who provide services on board, to carry a 

certificate, waiver, or documentary proof of processing a certificate 

endorsement or their technical documentation and to undertake a 

capacity and rank higher than that depicted in the certificate or 

seaman’s book; 

4. Obtaining, under the precepts contained in the definition of Offender 

hereof, a contract to undertake a function or capacity for which proper 

certification or a relevant waiver is required; 

5. Applying for a certificate, endorsement, seaman’s book or 

documentary evidence before the GDS, and it is determined that it 

was done under the precepts contained in the definition of Offender 

hereof; 

6. Holding a certificate, endorsement, seaman’s book or documentary 

evidence from the GDS, and it is determined that it was done under 

the precepts contained in the definition of Offender hereof; 

7. Failing to observe current and applicable regulations;  

8. Serious violation of national and international maritime safety 

standards, the safeguarding of human life at sea, as well as the 

protection of the marine environment, provided and adopted by the 

Republic of Panama; 

9. Failing to observe the conditions for delegated authorization; 

10. Not bearing the seafarer’s repatriation cost in a timely manner; 

11. Leaving the seafarer without the needed sustenance and support;  

12. Unilaterally severing the ties with the seafarer and even failing to pay 

contractual wages for a period of at least two (2) months;  

13. Not having a financial security to ensure that the seafarer is properly 

repatriated, or that it is expired and is not renewed in a timely 

manner;  

14. When it is strongly confirmed that the seafarer is involved in narcotics 

trafficking, arms trafficking, human trafficking, terrorism or smuggling 

of property;  
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15. When a seafarer is found to have altered mental faculties due to the 

use of drugs or alcohol during his or her on board service; 

16. When a seafarer is found to have physical or mental impairment that 

keeps him or her from performing the tasks and duties corresponding 

to the capacity he or she holds on board; 

17. When a seafarer is found to have engaged in guilt or negligence in 

exercising his or her duties; 

18. Any other situation or case of action or omission, where the GDS 

believes that it contravenes the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended 

and the amended MLC 2006, this resolution, as well as the national 

and international regulations adopted by the Republic of Panama, on 

issues related to seafarers, and/or that it poses a risk to maritime 

safety, the safeguarding of human life at sea and the protection of the 

marine environment. 

19. Any other circumstance not pre-established by the current legislation 

which, in the opinion of the Administration, must be appraised. 

 

Article 59:  Persons subject to sanctions 

The GDS may sanction:  

1. A master; 

2. A seafarer or anyone else who serves on board who is not 

considered a seafarer; 

3. Medical doctors authorized by the GDS;  

4. Maritime training centers and branches authorized by the GDS; 

5. Agencies for the recruitment and placement of seafarers authorized 

by the GDS, operating from abroad; 

6. Brokers or any other office authorized by the PMA to conduct 

technical documentation procedures of seafarers; or 

7. Any natural or legal person who has been granted a delegation by 

administrative resolution.  

 

In the event that the non-compliance with this resolution comes from a 

ship, company or auxiliary entity (OR) of ships registered under the 

Panama flag, the GDS shall request the DGMM to impose the 

corresponding penalty in accordance with the outcome of the investigation 

and the established procedure. 

 

Article 60:  Types of sanctions 

The GDS may apply the following sanctions by reasoned resolution: 

1. Suspension, cancellation, annulment, revocation or withdrawal of a 

certificate of competency, endorsement of certificate of competency, 

certificate of proficiency, endorsement of certificate of proficiency, 

certificate of course endorsement, seaman’s book, documentary 

evidence or any other technical documentation issued by the GDS, 

and/or financial penalty to seafarers when they contravene the 

requirements set out in the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended and 

in the amended MLC 2006, as well as in the national and international 

regulations adopted by the Republic of Panama. 

2. Suspension or revocation of the authorization conferred and/or 

financial penalty to maritime training centers, medical doctors, 
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companies or persons to whom the provision of services or activities 

has been delegated on behalf of the GDS. 

3. Financial penalty to a ship, shipowner, ship operator, company or 

auxiliary entity (OR) of ships registered under the Panama flag or to a 

master, for which the GDS shall request the DGMM to impose the 

corresponding penalty in accordance with the outcome of the 

investigation and the established procedure. 

 

In addition to the sanctions provided, the GDS may request the DGMM to 

cancel the registration of the ships registered in the Merchant Marine of the 

Republic of Panama, when they incur in any of the cancellation grounds 

stipulated in Act No. 57 of August 6, 2008 and its amendments. 

 

Where the sanction applied has been suspension, the penalty shall not be 

lifted unless it is shown that the cause for which it was applied has ceased, 

in breach of the conditions for delegated authorization, since it could cause 

damages to third parties and pose a risk to maritime security, the 

safeguarding of human life at sea as well as the protection of the marine 

environment, and the procedure laid down herein shall be followed. 

 

Article 61:  Applicable financial penalties 

Any natural or legal person that infringes the requirements set out in the 

1978 STCW Convention, as amended, and in the amended MLC 2006, as 

well as the national and international regulations adopted by Panama, will 

be subject to a financial penalty ranging from a minimum of ONE 

THOUSAND BALBOAS WITH 00/100 CENTS (B/.1,000.00) to a maximum 

of ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND BALBOAS WITH 00/100 CENTS 

(B/.100,000.00), depending on the circumstances of the case, the 

seriousness of the offense and according to the parameters set out herein. 

 

Article 62:  Aggravating factors 

The sanctions detailed herein may be affected by aggravating 

circumstances that will lead to an increase in the administrative and/or 

financial penalty, bearing in mind whether it is recurrent or not, the damage 

caused to third parties, the danger to safe navigation and pollution of the 

marine environment, as well as the negative impact caused to the 

Administration itself. 

 

Article 63:  Procedure for sanctions 

The GDS shall impose the corresponding sanctions in accordance with the 

following procedure: 

1. The administrative sanction procedure shall begin through an audit 

report, inspection report, oversight report, report of findings in seafarer 

documentation procedures, technical report, performance assessment, 

claim, complaint or ex officio; 

2. The relevant administrative dossier shall be drawn up, with all 

documents and actions serving as background and basis for the 

offense committed; 

3. The relevant administrative dossier shall be forwarded to the GDS 

Evaluation Committee, which shall recommend administrative and/or 
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financial penalties, on account of the offenses committed against 

existing and applicable legislation and established procedures; 

4. The GDS shall impose the appropriate administrative and/or financial 

penalties by reasoned resolution.    

 

Article 64:  On Remedies 

A Remedy of Reconsideration and/or Appeal may be filed with the relevant 

body against the decisions rendered by the GDS, which shall be conferred 

with devolutive effect. 

 

CHAPTER XXII 

TECHNICAL COOPERATION 

 

Article 65:  Technical Cooperation 

The GDS may, after consultation with and assisted by the IMO, encourage 

providing assistance to those Parties requesting technical assistance in 

respect of: 

 

1. Training administrative and technical staff; 

2. Establishing institutions for training seafarers; 

3. Providing equipment and services for training facilities; 

4. Developing appropriate training programs, including practical training 

on board seagoing ships; and  

5. Facilitating other measures and provisions aimed at improving 

seafarer skills. 

 

CHAPTER XXIII 

PROVISIONS ON AMENDMENTS TO THE CONVENTION 

 

Article 66:    Provisions on amendments to the Convention 

The GDS shall lay down the transitional regulations, procedures and 

measures necessary to adopt any approved amendments to the 1978 

STCW Convention, as amended and the STCW Code, to ensure the timely 

implementation and full and complete effectiveness of the relevant 

provisions of the Convention. 

 

The GDS shall communicate to the IMO Secretariat the measures taken to 

implement any amendments to the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended 

and the STCW Code, as set out in Regulation I/7 of the 1978 STCW 

Convention, as amended. 

 

 

 

 

 


