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RESOLUTION NO. J.D.-032-2019 
 
 

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY, using its 
legal powers, and 
 

CONSIDERING THAT: 
 
Decree Law No. 7 of February 10, 1998 created the Panama Maritime Authority, the 
different maritime capabilities of the public administration were unified and its functions 
were laid out, among them recommending policies and actions; exercising 
administrative acts and enforcing legal and regulatory standards concerning the 
maritime sector; as well as ensuring strict compliance with the provisions of 
international treaties, conventions and instruments ratified by the Republic of Panama 
related to the maritime sector. 
 
The Directorate-General of Seafarers is in the Panama Maritime Authority’s 
organization structure, a body of administrative services and program execution, whose 
functioning and internal organization adjust to the provisions of Decree Law No. 7 of 
February 10, 1998 and in addition, to the regulations enacted to enhance the latter.   
 
According to numeral 1 of article 33 of the aforementioned standard, the Directorate-
General of Seafarers of the Panama Maritime Authority has among its duties, enforcing 
current legal statutes on education, training, certification and watchkeeping of seafarers, 
pursuant to the provisions of the international conventions ratified by the Republic of 
Panama.   
 
By Law No. 4 of May 15, 1992, the Republic of Panama became a party of the 
International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for 
Seafarers, 1978, as amended (1978 STCW Convention, as amended), and Resolution 
No. ADM-148-2011 of November 18, 2011 adopted Resolution 1 in all its parts and 
Annex 1 of Resolution 2; both adopted on June 25, 2010 by means of the 2010 Manila 
Amendments to the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended and the Standards of 
Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers Code, respectively. 
 
Through Law No. 2 of January 6, 2009, the Republic of Panama ratified the Maritime 
Labour Convention 2006 of the International Labour Organization, which was 
subsequently regulated by Executive Decree No. 86 of February 22, 2013. 
 
Regulation 2.8 of the Maritime Labour Convention, 2006, as amended, on Professional 
Progression and Enhancement of Seafarers' Skills and Employment Opportunities, 
stipulates the obligation of Member States to have national policies in place to promote 
employment in the maritime sector and to encourage career progression and skills 
enhancement, as well as to increase employment opportunities for seafarers domiciled 
in their territory. 
 
Article 100 of Executive Decree No. 86 of February 22, 2013 provides that the 
Competent Authority will develop national policies to promote employment in the 
maritime sector and encourage professional progression and skills enhancement, as 
well as to increase employment opportunities for seafarers domiciled in the territory of 
the Republic of Panama and thus provide the maritime sector with a stable and 
competent labor force. 
 
To ensure compliance with the obligations acquired by the Republic of Panama as a 
Ratifying State of the Maritime Labour Convention, 2006, as amended, the need to 
establish the Boarding Committee has been determined, which will seek to support the 
creation of national policies to foster employment in the maritime sector and to 
encourage professional progression and skills enhancement, as well as to increase 
employment opportunities for seafarers domiciled in the territory of Panama. 
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Numeral 3 of article 18 of Decree Law No. 7 of February 10, 1998 stipulates that the 
Board of Directors of the Panama Maritime Authority must adopt administrative, 
scientific and technological policies that promote and ensure that the maritime sector is 
competitive and profitable and its human resources thrive. 
 
In light of the foregoing and by virtue of the powers conferred upon the Board of 
Directors of the Panama Maritime Authority by Decree Law No. 7 of February 10, 1998, 
modified by Law No. 57 of August 6, 2008,  
 

RESOLVES: 
 
FIRST: TO CREATE the Boarding Committee as a body attached 

to the Directorate-General of Seafarers, whose main function 
will be to facilitate the placement of seafarers in a 
transparent manner, duly focused on their training and 
competences, in accordance with the needs of the maritime 
sector, in compliance with current national and international 
legislation. 

 
SECOND: The Boarding Committee shall comprise the following 

members, who shall participate ad-honorem: 
 

1. The Director-General of Seafarers of the Panama 
Maritime Authority, or whoever he/she appoints, who 
will chair it. 

2. The Director of the Office of Legal Advice of the 
Panama Maritime Authority, or whoever he/she 
appoints. 

3. The Director-General of Merchant Marine of the 
Panama Maritime Authority, or whoever he/she 
appoints. 

4. A representative of the Panama Canal Authority, 
appointed by its Administrator. 

5. A representative of the Panama Maritime Chamber. 
6. A representative of the Panamanian Association of 

Navy Officers (APOM). 
7. A representative of the Ministry of Labor, appointed by 

the Minister. 
8. A representative of the Ministry of Education, appointed 

by the Minister.  
9. A representative of the Panama Council of Deans. 
10. A representative of the National Institute of Professional 

Training and Training for Human Development 
(INADEH), appointed by the Director-General. 

 
The Boarding Committee shall meet when the Directorate-
General of Seafarers deems it necessary, and for a quorum 
to exist the attendance of the majority of its members will be 
required. 
 
At each meeting the minutes of the points discussed will be 
prepared, through which the members of the Boarding 
Committee shall raise their recommendations to the Director-
General of Seafarers, and those minutes shall be signed by 
each of its members. 

 
THIRD:  The Boarding Committee of the Directorate-General of 

Seafarers shall have the following functions: 
 



No. 28934                           Digital Official Gazette, Monday, January 6, 2020                                                         3 
 
Resolution No. J.D.-032-2019 
Panama, December 26, 2019 
PMA – BOARDING COMMITTEE IS CREATED 
Page No. 3 

 

1. To propose the creation of national policies, with a view 
to foster employment in the maritime sector. 

2. To promote the professional, competitive and skills 
enhancement of human resources that the industry 
requires, aiming for the needs of the national and 
international maritime market.   

3. To act as an advising body to the Director-General of 
Seafarers, concerning the promotion of the employment 
of seafarers at national and international levels. 

4. To create, approve and modify its regulations.  
 
FOURTH:  TO EMPOWER the Administrator of the Panama Maritime 

Authority to ratify the Regulations of the Boarding 
Committee, once they have been created and approved by 
said Committee. 

 
FIFTH: TO EMPOWER the Administrator of the Panama Maritime 

Authority to summon the first Installation Assembly of the 
Boarding Committee.  

 
SIXTH: TO AUTHORIZE the Directorate-General of Seafarers to 

communicate, by means of the appropriate mechanisms, the 
content hereto. 

 
SEVENTH:                       This Resolution will enter into force upon its enactment in the 

Official Gazette of the Republic of Panama. 
 
LEGAL BASIS:   Law No. 4 of May 15, 1992. 

Law No. 2 of January 6, 2009. 
Decree Law No. 7 of February 10, 1998 and modifications. 
Executive Decree No. 86 of February 22, 2013. 
Resolution No. ADM-148-2011 of November 18, 2011. 
 

  
PUBLISH AND ENFORCE. 

 
 
Given at the city of Panama, on the twenty-sixth (26) day of the month of December of 
two thousand nineteen (2019). 
 
 
THE PRESIDENT  
 
 
 
 
 
Signed  
JUAN CARLOS MUÑOZ  
DEPUTY MINISTER OF THE PRESIDENCY                                                                             

THE SECRETARY 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed 
NORIEL ARAUZ V. 
ADMINISTRATOR OF THE PANAMA 
MARITIME AUTHORITY 
 

 
 


