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RESOLUTION J.D. No. 070-2020 

 

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY, in use of 

its legal powers; and 

 

WHEREAS: 

 

That by means of Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998, the Panama Maritime 

Authority was created, and it was established among its functions, to recommend 

policies and actions, exercise acts of administration, and enforce the legal and 

regulatory norms referring to the maritime sector. 

 

That Article 4 of Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998, states in its numeral 7, that 

the Panama Maritime Authority has the function of evaluating and proposing to the 

Executive Body and other state entities, as required, the necessary measures for the 

adoption of international treaties and agreements related to the activities developed 

within the maritime sector. 

 

That by virtue of the provisions of Article 33, numeral 1, of Decree Law No. 7 of 

February 10th, 1998, the General Directorate of Seafarers has the function of enforcing 

the legal regulations in force on education, training, qualifications and watchkeeping of 

seafarers, in accordance with the provisions of the international conventions ratified by 

the Republic of Panama. 

 

That Article 187 of Law No. 57 of August 6th, 2008, General Merchant Marine Law, 

which amends Article 30 of Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998, establishes in its 

numeral 25, that the General Directorate of Merchant Marine must execute the functions 

of Flag State and enforce, on Panamanian registered vessels and foreign vessels in 

jurisdictional waters, the national legal norms and those that are part of the international 

agreements in force ratified by the Republic of Panama, referring to maritime safety, 

navigation safety, maritime security and the prevention and control of pollution at sea, as 

well as the international guidelines and codes related to the Flag State, and in its 

numeral 26, it adds the function of executing and enforcing the national legal norms, the 

international conventions in force ratified by the Republic of Panama, the international 

guidelines and codes, related to the Port State. 

 

That through Law No. 56 of August 6th, 2008, the General Law of Ports of Panama was 

approved, to regulate the maritime-port activities that are developed in jurisdictional 

waters of the Republic of Panama, such as the use of areas granted in concession and 

the provision of auxiliary maritime services, public or private. 

 

That Resolution J.D. No. 055a-2008 of September 18th, 2008, which approves the 

updates of the National Maritime Strategy, highlights in its Strategic Objective No. 3, 

paragraphs 3.1 and 3.2, the importance of continuously verifying and complying with the 

international agreements to which the Republic of Panama is a party and those that 

constitute international instruments of mandatory compliance. 

 

That the Republic of Panama, by means of Law No. 8 of January 26th, 1959, approved 

in all its parts the text of the Convention relative to the Intergovernmental Maritime 

Consultative Organization, currently the International Maritime Organization (IMO), 

subscribed on March 6th, 1948, during the Maritime Conference of the United Nations 
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Organization, which took place in the City of Geneva, Switzerland, from February 19 to 

March 6, 1948. 

 

That by Resolution ADM. No. 104-08 of September 17th, 2008, the Code for the 

Implementation of Mandatory IMO Instruments, 2007, adopted by Resolution A.996(25) 

of November 29th, 2007, was implemented in the Republic of Panama, as well as the 

Framework and Procedure for the Voluntary Audit Plan of IMO Member States, adopted 

by Resolution A.974(24) of December 1st, 2005. 

 

That the Republic of Panama, as a Member State of the IMO, underwent a voluntary 

audit in 2008, in which the compliance of its responsibilities as a Flag State and Port 

State was verified; and its responsibilities as a Coastal State were excluded. 

 

That the IMO Assembly, by Resolution A.1070(28) of December 4th, 2013, adopted the 

Code for the Implementation of IMO Instruments (Code III), with the aim of increasing 

maritime safety and security and the protection of the marine environment worldwide 

and assisting States in implementing IMO instruments, and revoked Resolution 

A.1054(27), which in turn renders Resolutions A.996(25) and A.1019(26) null and void. 

 

That the IMO Assembly, by Resolution A.1067(28) of December 4th, 2013, adopted the 

Framework and Procedures for the IMO Member State Audit Plan, with the purpose of 

describing the objective, principles, scope, responsibilities and capacity building aspects 

of an IMO Member State's audit, which together constitute the Audit Plan strategy, and 

in turn revokes Resolution A.974(24). 

 

That Code III is intended to address those aspects that are necessary for a Contracting 

Government or Party to give full and complete effect to the provisions of the applicable 

international instruments to which it is a Contracting Government or Party, relating to: 

 

1. The safety of life at sea. 

2. The prevention of pollution from ships. 

3. Standards of training, certification and watchkeeping for seafarers. 

4. Cargo lines. 

5. Tonnage of vessels. 

6. Rules to prevent collisions. 

 

That the Republic of Panama has adopted all the IMO international instruments related 

to these matters and their respective amendments. 

 

Consequently, it has been considered to audit the Republic of Panama in the year 2021, 

therefore, it is urgent to take all the necessary measures and adjustments with respect 

to our obligations as Flag State, Port State and Coastal State, in order to successfully 

comply with said audit. 

 

That by virtue of Article 18, numerals 3 and 7 of Executive Decree No. 7 of February 

10th, 1998, the Board of Directors of the Panama Maritime Authority, has among its 

functions to adopt administrative, scientific and technological policies that promote and 

ensure the competitiveness and profitability of the maritime sector, and the development 

of its human resources, and to establish the organization of the Authority and, in 
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general, to adopt all measures it deems convenient for the organization and operation of 

the maritime sector; therefore, 

 

RESOLVES: 

 

ARTICLE ONE: To create the IMO Audit Committee of the Panama Maritime 

Authority (PMA), on behalf of the Republic of Panama as 

Member State of the International Maritime Organization 

(IMO), with the purpose of making the necessary 

preparations, coordination and adjustments related to the 

Audit to be conducted by the IMO to verify the level of 

compliance with the responsibilities of the Panamanian State 

in its capacity as Flag State, Port State and Coastal State, 

pursuant to Resolution A.1070(28) of December 4th, 2013 

adopting the "Code for the Implementation of IMO 

Instruments (Code III)" and Resolution A.1067(28) of 

December 4th, 2013 adopting the "Framework and 

Procedures for the IMO Member State Audit Plan". 

 

ARTICLE TWO: To establish as members of the IMO Audit Committee of the 

Panama Maritime Authority (PMA), the following: 

• Advisors/representatives of the Office of the 

Administrator. 

• The General Director of Merchant Marine; who shall 

serve as the single point of contact on behalf of the 

Republic of Panama, in accordance with the provisions 

of item 5.7.4 of Resolution A.1067(28) of December 4th, 

2013. 

• The General Director of Seafarers; 

• The General Director of Ports and Auxiliary Maritime 

Industries; 

• The Director of Finance; 

• The Ambassador and permanent representative of 

Panama to the IMO; 

• A representative of the Support Units of the PMA: Legal 

Counseling Office, Planning Office, Institutional Human 

Resources Office, Information Technology and 

Telecommunications Unit, Purchasing Department and 

General Services Department; 

• The Heads of the Control and Compliance Departments 

of the General Directorates of Merchant Marine, 

Seafarers and Ports and Auxiliary Maritime Industries. 

• The IMO Auditors of the PMA. 

 

ARTICLE THREE: To establish as responsibilities of the IMO Audit Committee of 

the Panama Maritime Authority (PMA), the following: 

 

1. To periodically evaluate the status of compliance with 

the mandatory IMO instruments. 

2. Determine possible obstacles to carry out the audit. 
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3. Coordinate all actions aimed at preparing the PMA for 

the audit as a Member State of the mandatory IMO 

instruments. 

4. Approve, communicate and implement actions 

corresponding to the different administrative units with 

responsibility in the scope of the IMO audit. 

5. To prepare reports on the conclusions issued by virtue 

of the periodic evaluations, carried out to each of the 

Departments with responsibility in the General 

Directorates. 

6. Carry out the necessary revisions and updates to 

legislation, processes, procedures and organizational 

structure as required. 

7. To effectively implement the measures adopted in 

response to the conclusions on the status of compliance 

with the mandatory IMO instruments. 

8. Monitor, measure and control all actions taken. 

9. Request from the Administrator of the Panama Maritime 

Authority (PMA), all technical, human and financial 

resources required for the preparation and fulfillment of 

the audit. 

10. Recommend Plans/Procedures for the compliance of 

the instruments included in the scope of the IMO audit. 

11. Serve as the liaison between the Panama Maritime 

Authority (PMA) and the IMO regarding this audit. 

12. Communicate and provide continuous feedback to the 

Administrator of the Panama Maritime Authority (PMA), 

on the actions and measures taken. 

13. Plan and execute any necessary activity related to the 

IMO audit. 

14. Follow up on the IMO Audit Final Report. 

15. Any other responsibility considered by the Administrator 

of the Panama Maritime Authority. 

 

ARTICLE FOUR: To determine that the IMO Audit Committee of the Panama 

Maritime Authority (PMA) shall meet on an ordinary basis 

every thirty (30) calendar days, and on an extraordinary 

basis, when necessary. 

 

ARTICLE FIVE: The General Directors of Merchant Marine, Seafarers and 

Ports and Auxiliary Maritime Industries, shall give monthly 

feedback to the Administrator of the Panama Maritime 

Authority (PMA), on the corresponding progress made by the 

IMO Audit Committee. 

 

ARTICLE SIX: The present resolution shall become effective as of its 

promulgation in the Official Gazette of the Republic of 

Panama. 
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LEGAL BASIS: Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998, as amended by 

Law No. 57 of August 6th, 2008. 

Law No. 56 of August 6th, 2008. 

Resolution J.D. No. 055ª of September 18th, 2008. 

Resolution ADM. No.104-08 of September 17th, 2008. 

 

TO BE PUBLISHED AND COMPLIED WITH. 

 

Given in the city of Panama, on the twenty fourth (24th) day of the month of September 

of the year two thousand and twenty (2020). 

 

 

 

THE PRESIDENT 

 

 

Signed 

NORIEL ARAÚZ V. 

ADMINISTRATOR OF THE PANAMA 

MARITIME AUTHORITY 

THE SECRETARY 

 

 

Signed 

ANA MARGARITA REYES 

DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR OF THE  

PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY  

 

 


