
PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY 
GENERAL DIRECTORATE OF PORTS AND MARITIME ANCILLARY INDUSTRIES 

INSTRUCTIVE FOR REPATRIATIONS, EMBARKATION OR DISEMBARKATION OF SEAFARERS DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC PERIOD 
 

Modality 1: Crew Change  
 

Responsible: Activity: Requirements: Procedure: 

Shipping Lines, 
Shipping 
Agencies, or 
Authorized 
Representatives 

Sending of formal request, showing 
detailed information of change of 
seafarers, by e-mail to the following: 
jguerini@amp.gob.pa 
nlazaro@amp.gob.pa   
fpitty@amp.gob.pa  
pegonzalez@minsa.gob.pa  
sanidadmaritima.cristobal@yahoo.com  
dfsanidadmaritima@gmail.com 
labormar@amp.gob.pa  
jmaltez@amp.gob.pa 
ebustavino@amp.gob.pa 
 

1. Confirmation of flight, airline, flight number, 
date and estimated time of arrival and 
departure.  

 
2. For seafarers who would be embarking: 
a. Medical Certificate showing that seafarer is in 

good health, issued by a Private or Public Clinic, 
sealed by a licensed Physician.  

b. Self-health statement made by the seafarer 
and daily temperature readings (at least twice a 
day) (Annex B, Circular No.4204/Add.14, dated 
May 5th, 2020). 

c. Seafarers should present a negative PCR or 
antigen Covid-19 test carried out within a 
maximum period of 48 hours prior to their their 
arrival in Panama. 

d. All seaferers who have stayed in or transited 
through the United Kingdom, the Republic of 
South Africa, India, or South America, within 
the last 15 days and that entered the country 
by airplane shall bring a negative PCR or 
antigen test taken within the last 48 hours prior 
to their arrival. Said test should also be 
presented to the airline or at the flight 
embarkation gate.  

e. All seaferers who have stayed in or transited 
through the United Kingdom, the Republic of 
South Africa, India, or South America, in the 
last 15 days and that entered the country by 
airplane, a molecular test must be taken at 

At time of embarkation and disembarkation, what is set forth 
under Points 5 and 8, Circular nº 4204/Add.14, on necessary 
arrangements to avoid contact during the passage through the port 
or marina and possible infection, must be complied with.  
 

P5 – Embarkation of Seafarers 
P8 – Disembarkation of Seafarers. 
 

 
In both cases, of embarkation and disembarkation: 

a. Shipping companies shall make sure that all company plans 
and procedures on the coronavirus (COVID-19) are fully 
complied with, during embarkation and disembarkation of 
seafarers.  

b. Evidence that seafarer has adequate EPP. 
 
Note:  

1. Stay in a hotel shall be in strict compliance, in the event of 
having to wait the flight or arrival of the vessel to port. 

• Confirmation of the Hotel to be used, which must be 
approved by the Ministry of Health, in cases where seafarers 
have stayed or transited through the United Kingdom, the 
Republic of South Africa, India or South America during the last 
15 days . Same are available at the link www.visitpanama.com 
(SAFETY GUIDELINES FOR YOUR NEXT TRIP TO PANAMA). 

2. The PCR tests must be carried out in laboratories authorized 
by the Gorgas Institute, available at the link www. 
gorgas.gob.pa (List of Laboratories endorsed to carry out 
Molecular Tests, for the detection of SARS-COV-2). 
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their own cost, prior to registration with the 
National Immigration Service.  

 
3. For seafarers to be disembarked: 
a. Maritime Health Statement, signed and sealed 

by the vessel of each seafarer. 
b. Certificate signed by the Captain on the health 

condition of all seafarers.  
c. Registration of temperature readings on board 

(at least twice a day).  
d. List of the last 10 ports.  
e. Seafarers´ List, with date and place of 

embarkation. 
f. Self-health statement made by the seafarer 

and daily temperature readings (at least twice a 
day) (Annex B, Circular No.4204/Add.14, dated 
May 5th, 2020). 

g. All seaferers who have stayed in or transited 
through the United Kingdom, the Republic of 
South Africa, India, or South America, in the 
last 15 days and that entered the country by 
waterway, a PCR or antigen test must be taken, 
prior to disembarkation. 

 

 


