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RESOLUTION ADM No. 072-2021 
 
 

THE ADMINISTRATOR OF THE PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY, using its legal 
powers, and 

 

CONSIDERING:  
 
That by Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998 the Panama Maritime Authority is 
created, unified the different maritime competences of the public administration and 
established among its functions, to recommend policies and actions, to exercise 
administrative acts and to enforce the legal and regulatory standards concerning to the 
maritime sector. 
 
That number 7 of article 4 of the Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998, appoints as a 
responsibility of the Panama Maritime Authority, to evaluate and propose to the Executive 
Organ and the rest of the State entities that so require it, the necessary measures to adopt 
the International Treaties and Conventions regarding the activities developed within the 
maritime sector. 
 
That within the organic structure of the Panama Maritime Authority is the General 
Directorate of Seafarers, an agency of administrative services and execution of programs, 
whose operation and internal organization is in accordance with the provisions of Decree 
Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998 and furthermore, in the regulations issued in 
development thereof. 
 
That according to number 1, Article 33 of the Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998, 
the General Directorate of Seafarers of the Panama Maritime Authority has among its 
tasks to enforce the current legal standards on education, training, certification and 
watchkeeping of seafarers, according to what is established in the International 
Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, 
as amended (1978 STCW Convention, as amended). 
 
That by means of Law No. 4 of May 15th, 1992, the Republic of Panama became a party 
of the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping 
for Seafarers, 1978, as amended (1978 STCW Convention, as amended), and Resolution 
ADM No. 148-2011 of November 18th, 2011 adopted Resolution 1 in all its parts and Annex 
I of Resolution 2; both adopted on June 25th, 2010 by means of the 2010 Manila 
Amendments to the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, and the STCW Code, 
respectively. 
 
The International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping 
for Seafarers, 1978, as amended (1978 STCW Convention, as amended), in its article I, 
on General Obligations under the Convention, establishes that the Parties undertake to 
promulgate all laws, decrees, orders and regulations, and to take all other steps which 
may be necessary to give the Convention full and complete effect, so as to ensure that, 
from the point of view of safety of life and property at sea and the protection of the marine 
environment, seafarers on board ships are qualified and fit for their duties. 
 
That said Convention establishes on Article VIII, that in circumstances of exceptional 
necessity, Administrations, if in their opinion this does not cause danger to persons, 
property or the environment, may issue a dispensation permitting a specified seafarer to 
serve in a specified ship for a specified period not exceeding six months in a capacity, for 
which he does not hold the appropriate certificate, provided that the person to whom the 
dispensation is issued shall be adequately qualified to fill the vacant post in a safe manner, 
to the satisfaction of the Administration, considering that dispensations shall not be 
granted to a master or chief engineer except in circumstances of force majeure and then 
only for the shortest possible period. 
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That the Decree Law No. 8 of February 26th, 1998, which regulates the marine labour and 
navigational ways labour and establishes other provisions, states on its Article 6 that, the 
Panama Maritime Authority is the competent entity to perform the functions to ensuring 
the strict compliance and effective application of the standards of training, certification and 
watchkeeping of the seafarers, established on the International Convention on Standards, 
Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers of 1978, as amended (1978 STCW 
Convention, amended). 
 
That the Resolution J.D. No. 055-2008 of September 18th, 2008, authorized the 
Administrator of the Panama Maritime Authority to regulate the technical issues under the 
overview of this institution and that due to legal provisions are not under the General 
Directorates of this entity, related to the application of the international conventions on 
maritime matters. 
 
That the Resolution J.D. No. 076-2020 of October 8th, 2020, approved the Regulations of 
Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers working on board ships of maritime 
navigation according to the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, which includes 
standards for the training and certification of seafarers, in compliance of the provisions 
established  in the Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping 
for Seafarers, 1978, amended (1978 STCW Convention as amended) and its STCW 
Code. 
 
That the aforementioned Resolution J.D. No. 076-2020, established on its Chapter III, the 
provisions of the Panama Maritime Authority regarding the dispensations due to the Article 
VIII of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended. 
 
That by means of the Resolution ADM No. 039-2008 of June 9th, 2008, the Technical 
Office of Ship Documentation and Maritime Safety of Panama (SEGUMAR PANAMA) was 
delegated as a technical entity, for the issuance of dispensations due to Article VIII of the 
International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for 
Seafarers of 1978, as amended (1978 STCW Convention, as amended), since the 
issuance of said documents implies a benefit to procure at all times the safety of 
navigation and also, this office grants uninterrupted attention to users of the Panamanian 
merchant marine, twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week (24/7) all year long. 
 
That the Segumar-Panama Office, sends to the Certification Department of the General 
Directorate of Seafarers, each issued dispensation, so they can manage what concerns 
to the periodical reports that the Maritime Administration should report as evidence to the 
International Maritime Organization (IMO), in compliance with the International 
Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers of 
1978, as amended (1978 STCW Convention, as amended). 
 
That the General Directorate of Seafarers is the operational Directorate in charge, through 
which the Department of Certification and the Regional Offices of Seafarers 
Documentation of planning, organizing, coordinating and supervising the tasks related to 
the attention, evaluation and issuance regarding the technical documentation requests of 
the seafarers, in compliance with the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended and the 
national regulation in force. 
 
That this Maritime Administration has the obligation to guarantee that the seafarers 
working on board a ship of maritime navigation have the competencies, the due aptitude 
and the certification or corresponding dispensation to perform its tasks, considering that 
the human factor is a matter affecting maritime safety, the safeguard of the human life at 
sea, as well as the protection of the marine environment. 
 
That following the principle of continuous improvement, it is important for this Maritime 
Administration to perform a constant analysis of the implemented regulations, in order to 
verify its effectivity, therefore it is necessary to update the standards regulating the issued 
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Dispensations according to the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended and subrogates 
Resolution ADM No. 039-2008 of June 8th, 2008. 
 
That article 24 of the Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998, as modified by article 185 
of Law No. 57 of August 6th, 2008, establishes that the Administrator wields the Legal 
Representation of the Panama Maritime Authority. That Article 24 of Decree Law No. 7 of 
February 10th, 1998, as modified by article 185 of Law No. 57 of August 6th, 2008, 
established that the Administrator executes the Legal Representation of the Panama 
Maritime Authority.   
 
That due to what is established on Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998, modified by 
article 186 of Law No. 57 of August 6th, 2008, which establishes that the Administrator has 
among his tasks, to issue resolutions related to the work and services provided by the 
Authority, therefore,   
 

RESOLVES: 
 

FIRST ARTICLE: TO ESTABLISH that the Dispensations under the article VIII of 
the International Convention on Standards of Training, 
Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, as amended 
(1978 STCW Convention, as amended), shall be issued by the 
General Directorate of Seafarers, since the date this resolution 
enters into force.   

 

SECOND ARTICLE: For the effects of this resolution and unless there is an express 
provision in another sense, shall remain the following definition:   

 

 Dispensation: Document issued by the PMA, under which 
permitting a specified seafarer to serve in a specified ship for a 
specified period not exceeding six months in a capacity, for which 
he does not hold the appropriate certificate, provided that the 
person to whom the dispensation is issued shall be adequately 
qualified to fill the vacant post in a safe manner, to the satisfaction 
of the Administration, in accordance with Article VII of the 1978 
STCW Convention, as amended.   

 

THIRD ARTICLE: TO ORDER to the General Directorate of Seafarers and to the 
Segumar-Panama Office of the General Directorate of Merchant 
Marine, to perform all necessary processes to communicate to 
the users of the Panama Ship Registry, beforehand, that the 
Certification Department of the General Directorate of Seafarers, 
shall assume the issuance of the dispensations due to Article VIII 
of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended.   

 

FOURTH ARTICLE: TO AUTHORIZE the General Directorate of Seafarers to 
establish the corresponding procedures, so what is set forth in 
this resolution gets complied with.   

 

FIFTH ARTICLE: This resolution subrogates the Resolution ADM No. 039-2008 of 
June 8th, 2008 and other contrary provisions.  

 

SIXTH ARTICLE: This Resolution shall enter into force on July 1st, 2021.   
 

LEGAL BASIS: Law No. 4 of May 15th, 1992. 
 Law No. 57 of August 6th, 2008. 
 Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998 and its modifications. 
 Decree Law No. 8 of February 26th, 1998.   
 Resolution J.D. No. 055-2008 of September 18th, 2008.   
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 Resolution J.D. No. 076-2020 of October 8th, 2020. 
 Resolution ADM No. 148-2011 of November 18th, 2011.    

 

PUBLISH AND FULFILL 
 
Given in Panama City, on the thirtieth (30th) day of April of two thousand twenty-one 
(2021). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed                                                                Signed 

NORIEL ARAÚZ V.     RAUL H. GUTIERREZ F. 
ADMINISTRATOR DIRECTOR OF THE LEGAL 

DEPARTMENT, ACTING AS OFFICE 
SECRETARY    
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