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RESOLUTION J.D. No.059-2021 

 

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY, using its 

legal powers, and;   

 

CONSIDERING: 

 

That Law Decree No. 7 of February 10, 1998 created the Panama Maritime Authority, 

unified the different maritime competencies of the public administration and established 

among its duties, the following: to recommend policies and actions; execute 

administration actions, enforce legal and regulatory standards related to the maritime 

sector. 

 

That accordingly, article 4 of Law Decree No. 7 of February 10, 1998, provides on its 

number 7, that the Panama Maritime Authority has the task of evaluating and proposing 

to the Executive Body and other State entities, that so require it, the necessary 

measures for the adoption of international treaties and conventions regarding the 

activities developed within the maritime sector.  

    

The General Directorate of Seafarers is within the Panama Maritime Authority’s 

organization structure. It is a body of administrative services and program execution, 

whose functioning and internal organization adjusts to the provisions of Law Decree No. 

7 of February 10, 1998, and also, to the regulations enacted to enhance said Law 

Decree. 

 

That according to numeral 1 of the article 33 of before mentioned Law Decree, the 

General Directorate of Seafarers of the Panama Maritime Authority has among its 

duties, to enforce current legal standards on education, training, certification and 

watchkeeping of seafarers, pursuant to the provisions of the International Conventions 

ratified by the Republic of Panama.  

 

That the General Directorate of Seafarers, in compliance with number 5 of article 33 of 

Law Decree No. 7 of February 10, 1998, has the task of performing inspections on 

working, living and accommodation conditions of the crewmembers in ships of 

Panamanian flag, to assure the strict application of the national and international 

conventions ratified by the Republic of Panama, regarding work at sea and on the 

waterways.    

 

That the Republic of Panama, by means of Law No. 4 of May 15, 1992, became a Party 

to the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and 

Watchkeeping for Seafarers 1978, as amended (1978 STCW Convention, as amended), 

through ADM Resolution No. 148-2011 of November 18, 2011 and adopted the 

Resolution 1 totally and Annex 1 of Resolution 2 adopted on June 25, 2010 by Manila 

2010 Amendments to the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended and its STCW Code, 

respectively. 

 

That Law Decree No. 8 of February 26, 1998, which regulates work at sea and on 

waterways and establishes other provisions, dictates that the Panama Maritime 

Authority is the competent authority to perform the tasks of watching for the strict and 

efficient compliance and efficient application of the standards on training, certification, 

and watchkeeping of the seafarers established in the International Convention of 
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Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping 1978, as amended (1978 STCW 

Convention, as amended).   

  

That according to articles 6, 65,114, 117 and 120, of Law Decree No. 8 of February 26, 

1998, modified by Law No. 41 of June 14, 2013, the Panama Maritime Authority, has as 

the essential mission to assure the conditions of work, accommodation, food, 

certification and provision of the crew member’s onboard ships of Panamanian flag.      

 

That according to the aforementioned articles, the General Directorate of Seafarers may 

perform special inspections when there are complaints presented by the interested party 

and in the case of breach of the valid regulations and international conventions ratified 

by the Republic of Panama on health and conditions of work onboard, and it may take 

the measures deemed as necessary to correct the deficiencies, including the detention 

of the relevant ship.   

 

That the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and 

Watchkeeping for Seafarers 1978, as amended (1978 STCW Convention, as amended), 

on its Article I about General Obligations under the Convention, establishes that the 

Parties undertake give effect  to  the provisions of the Convention and to promulgate  all  

laws, decrees, orders and regulations and to take all other steps  which may be 

necessary to give the Convention full and complete effect,  so as to ensure that, from 

the point of view of safety of  life and property at sea and the protection of the marine 

environment, seafarers on board ships are qualified and fit for their duties. 

 

That Resolution J.D. No. 022-2003 of August 14, 2003, approved the Regulations of 

Maritime Work Inspections and other provisions regarding the work conditions, crew 

accommodation certification, certification and manning  of the crew members working 

onboard the ships of the Panamanian Merchant Marine.   

  

That Resolution J.D. No. 076-2020 of October 8, 2020 and its modifications, approved 

the Regulations of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers who working 

onboard seagoing ships in accordance with   the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, 

which contains the standards of Training and  Certification of Seafarers,  in observance  

of the provisions of the International Convention of Standards of Training, Certification 

and Watchkeeping, 1978, as amended (1978 STCW Convention, as amended) and the 

STCW  Code.   

 

That by means of Law No. 2 of January 6, 2009, the Republic of Panama approved the 

Convention on Maritime Labour, 2006, adopted on February 23, 2006, by the 94th 

(Maritime) Session of the General Conference of the International Labour Organization 

(ILO).    

 

That the Executive Decree No. 86 of February 22, 2013, regulated the Convention of 

Maritime Labour, 2006, as amended (MLC, 2006, as amended), modified by the 

Executive Decree No. 160 of March 3, 2021. 

 

Article 196 of the Executive Decree No. 86 of February 22, 2013 establishes that the 

Panama Maritime Authority is empowered to perform the flag inspections leading to 

prove that the work and life conditions of the seafarers onboard ships, to which the 

Convention on Maritime Labour, 2006, as amended, applies.  
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That article 197 of the Executive Decree No. 86 of February 22, 2013 establishes that 

when there are hints of breach by the ships of the Panamanian Merchant Marine, the 

Panama Maritime Authority may order restrictions, condition the navigation or hold said 

ships until receiving satisfactory evidence that the defects caused the taken measures, 

have been corrected.   

 

That according to Resolution J.D. No. 076-2020 of October 8, 2020, and its 

modifications, is established on Chapter VII that the General Directorate of Seafarers 

will enable processes and procedures for the impartial investigation of any reported 

incompetence, act, omissions or compromise to security that pose a direct threat for the 

safety of life or property at sea, or for the marine environment.   

 

That according to Resolution J.D. No. 076-2020 of October 8, 2020, and its 

modifications, on Chapter XXI establishes the administrative and/or financial penalties 

that the General Directorate of Seafarers will apply to the cases of breach of any of the 

rules regulating 1978 STCW Convention, as amended and to the Maritime Labour 

Convention, 2006, as amended (MLC, 2006, as amended), as well as any other breach 

of the national and international standards adopted by the Republic of Panama on 

issues related to seafarers.   

 

That following the principle of continuous improvement, it is important for this Maritime 

Administration, to perform a constant analysis of the implemented standards and the 

adequation of the application on time, to check its effectivity and compliance, therefore it 

is necessary to update Resolution J.D. No. 022-2003 of August 14, 2003, that regulates 

the maritime labor inspections.   

 

That article 18, numbers 3, 7 and 9 of Law No. 7 of February 10, 1998, establishes  

among the tasks of the Board of Directors of the Panama Maritime Authority, to adopt 

the administrative, scientific and technological policies promoting and assuring the 

competitivity and profitability of the maritime sector and the development of their human 

resources; to establish the organization of the Authority, as well as structure, regulate, 

determine, fix, alter  and apply fees and rights for the services supplied by the Authority, 

therefore, 

  

RESOLVES: 

 

FIRST:  TO AUTHORIZE the Administrator of the Panama Maritime Authority, to 

establish the REGULATIONS FOR MARITIME LABOUR INSPECTIONS   

and other provisions regarding life conditions, work, 

accommodation, food, certification and manning of the seafarers to 

work onboard ships of Panamanian flag.    

 

SECOND:  TO AUTHORIZE the General Directorate of Seafarers to establish the 

corresponding procedures so what is established herein is applied and 

complied with.    

 

THIRD:  In case the General Directorate of Seafarers applies administrative and/or 

financial penalties, to the natural and legal persons, for breaching the 

provisions of the Regulation of Maritime Inspections, will apply the 
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administrative and/or financial penalties established in the current 

regulations and applicable, respectively. 

 

FOURTH:  This Resolution subrogates Resolution J.D. No. 022-2003 of August 14, 

2003, and other contrary provisions. 

 

FIFTH:    This Resolution will start its validity since its publication in the Official 

Gazette of the Republic of Panama.   

 

LEGAL BASIS:  Law No. 4 of May 15, 1992.  

      Law No. 38 of July 31, 2000. 

                        Law No. 2 of January 6, 2009. 

Law Decree No. 7 of February 10, 1998. 

                  Law Decree No. 8 of February 26, 1998, modified by Law No. 41 of 

June 14, 2013.   

                             Executive Decree No. 86 of February 22, 2013, modified by 

Executive Decree No. 160 of March 3, 2021. 

                             Resolution J.D. No. 076-2020 of October 8, 2020, and its 

modifications. 

                             Resolution ADM No.148-2011 of November 18, 2011.    

 

PUBLISH AND FULFILL 

 

Given in Panama City, on the twentieth-sixth (26th) day of the month of August, two 

thousand and twenty-one.  

                

                                            

THE PRESIDENT  THE SECRETARY 

 

 

 

  

NORIEL ARAUZ V. 

ADMINISTRATOR OF THE PANAMA 

MARITIME AUTHORITY  

 ANA MARGARITA REYES 

SUB-ADMINISTRATOR OF THE  

PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORTITY 

 

  

NAV/AMR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


