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RESOLUTION ADM No. 070-2022 

 

THE ADMINISTRATOR OF THE PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY, in use of his legal 

powers, and 

 

WHEREAS: 

 

That through Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998, the Panama Maritime Authority 

was created, unifying the different maritime competencies of the public administration, 

and establishing that its functions include recommending policies and actions, exercising 

administrative acts, and enforcing the legal and regulatory standards related to the 

Maritime Sector. 

 

That within the organic structure of the Panama Maritime Authority is the General 

Directorate of Seafarers, an agency of administrative services and execution of 

programs, whose operation and internal organization is in accordance with the 

provisions of Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998 and furthermore, in the 

regulations issued in development thereof. 

 

That in accordance with numeral 1 of Article 33 of Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 

1998, the General Directorate of Seafarers of the Panama Maritime Authority, has 

among its functions, to enforce the legal regulations in force on education, training, 

certification and watchkeeping of seafarers, in accordance with the provisions of 

international conventions ratified by the Republic of Panama, such as the International 

Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers of 

1978, as amended (1978 STCW Convention, as amended). 

 

That pursuant to Article 187 of Law No. 57 of August 6th, 2008, which amends Article 30 

of Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998, the functions of the General Directorate of 

Merchant Marine are to study, propose, coordinate and execute the measures, actions 

and strategies necessary to maintain the competitiveness of the National Merchant 

Marine, as well as to delegate to other public servants of the General Directorate of 

Merchant Marine the authority to execute acts related to the registration and issuance of 

technical documentation of vessels. 

 

That through Law No. 4 of May 15th, 1992, the Republic of Panama became a Party to 

the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, and through Resolution ADM No. 148-2011 

of November 18th, 2011, Resolution I was adopted in all its parts and Annex I of 

Resolution 2, adopted on June 25th, 2010, through the 2010 Manila Amendments to the 

1978 STCW Convention, as amended and its STCW Code, respectively. 

 

That Decree Law No. 8 of February 26th, 1998, which regulates work at sea and in 

navigable waterways and establishes in its Article 6 that the Panama Maritime Authority 

is the competent entity to exercise the functions of ensuring strict compliance and 

effective application of the standards of training, certification and watchkeeping of 

seafarers, enshrined in the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended. 

 

That by means of Resolution J.D. No. 055-2008 of September 18th, 2008, the 

Administrator of the Panama Maritime Authority was authorized to regulate the technical 

matters that are within the competence of this institution and that by legal disposition are 

not attributed to the General Directorates of this entity, related to the application of the 

international conventions in maritime matters. 
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That the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, in its article I, on General Obligations 

under the Convention, establishes that the Parties undertake to promulgate all laws, 

decrees, orders and regulations, and to take all other steps which may be necessary to 

give the Convention full and complete effect, so as to ensure that, from the point of view 

of safety of life and property at sea and the protection of the marine environment, 

seafarers on board ships are qualified and fit for their duties. 

 

That Regulation I/13 of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, concerning the 

Conduct of Trials, establishes that the provisions of this Regulation shall not prevent an 

Administration from authorizing ships entitled to fly its flag to participate in trials. 

 

That in accordance with the provisions of Regulation I/13 of the 1978 STCW 

Convention, as amended, it is established that the Administration authorizing a ship to 

participate in trials shall be satisfied that such trials are conducted in a manner that 

provisions at least the same degree of safety, security and pollution prevention as 

provided by the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended. Such trials shall be conducted in 

accordance with guidelines adopted by the International Maritime Organization (IMO). 

 

That Resolution MSC.373(93) of May 22nd, 2014, of the IMO, adopts amendments to the 

1978 STCW Convention, as amended, which add to Regulation I/1.36, the definitions of 

audit, audit plan, Implementation Code and auditing standard, further adding Regulation 

I/16 on Verification of Compliance, which provides that each Party shall be subject to 

periodic audits by IMO, to verify compliance with and implementation of the 1978 STCW 

Convention, as amended, in accordance with the auditing standard, the Code for the 

Implementation of IMO Instruments (Code III), adopted by IMO through Resolution 

A.1070(28) of December 4th, 2013. 

 

That Resolution MSC.374(93) of May 22nd, 2014, of the IMO, adopts amendments to the 

Code on Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers (STCW Code), adding 

new Section A-I/16 on Verification of Compliance, which provides for the purposes of 

Regulation I/16 of the 1978 STCW Convention, amended, the areas that will be subject 

to periodic audits by the IMO, which include those relating to paragraphs 4 and 5 of 

Regulation I/13, on the communication of the details and results of the trials that are 

authorized to the Secretary General of the IMO. 

 

That by Resolution ADM. No. 276-2015 of December 28th, 2015, the Panama Maritime 

Authority adopted the amendments set forth in IMO Resolutions MSC.373(93) and 

MSC.374(93), both dated May 22nd, 2014, regarding the 1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended, referring to the new Regulation I/16 and modifications to Regulation I/1.36, as 

well as the amendment to its STCW Code, referring to the new Section A-I/16. 

 

That in the Resolution J.D. No. 076-2020 of October 8th, 2020, as amended, the Board 

of Directors of the Panama Maritime Authority approved the Training, Certification and 

Watchkeeping Regulations for Seafarers working on board seagoing vessels in 

accordance with the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, which contains rules for the 

training and certification of seafarers, in compliance with the provisions set forth in the 

1978 STCW Convention, as amended, and its STCW Code, and establishes in Article 

22 of Chapter XV, the rules regarding the Conduct of Trials. 
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That in Article 24 of Chapter XVII on Verification of Compliance of Resolution J.D. No. 

076-2020 of October 8th, 2020, it is established that the General Directorate of Seafarers 

under Regulation I/16 of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, shall use the 

provisions of the Implementation Code for the performance of its respective functions 

and in discharge of its responsibilities. Likewise, it is established that the Panama 

Maritime Authority will be subject to periodic audits by the IMO, in order to verify 

compliance and implementation of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, and its 

Training Code, in accordance with the audit standard and in the periods and schedules 

established by the IMO. The areas subject to audit are those indicated in the Table in 

Section A-I/16 of the STCW Code, including trials. 

 

That by Resolution J.D. No. 070-2020 of September 24th, 2020. of September 24, 2020, 

the Board of Directors, created the IMO Audit Committee of the Panama Maritime 

Authority, on behalf of the Republic of Panama as a Member State of the IMO, with the 

purpose of making the necessary preparations, coordination and adjustments related to 

the Audit to be conducted by the IMO to verify the level of compliance with the 

responsibilities of the Panamanian State as Flag State, Port State and Coastal State, 

pursuant to IMO Resolution No.A.1070(28) "Code for the Implementation of IMO 

Instruments (Code III)" and IMO Resolution A.1067(28) "Framework and Procedures for 

the IMO Member State Audit Plan". 

 

That by Resolution ADM No. 014-2021 of February 17th, 2021, the Panama Maritime 

Authority adopted the provisions set forth in Resolution A.1067(28) of December 4th, 

2013 on the Framework and Procedure for the Audit Plan of IMO Member States, 

adopted by the Assembly of this Organization and establishes to implement the 

aforementioned Code in the Republic of Panama. 

 

That following the principle of continuous improvement, it is important for this Maritime 

Administration to carry out a constant analysis of the regulations implemented and verify 

their effectiveness, therefore it is necessary to have a regulation that complies with the 

obligations acquired, in accordance with the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended. 

 

That it is necessary to update, adapt and implement the national legal regulations on the 

performance of trials that authorize Panamanian flag vessels, in accordance with the 

provisions and amendments of the International Conventions to which the Republic of 

Panama is a Party, in order to comply with international standards, maintain the 

efficiency and competitiveness of the Panamanian registry of ships and seafarers. 

 

That by virtue of the provisions of Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998, amended 

by Article 186 of Law No. 57 of August 6th, 2008, which states that the Administrator has 

among its functions, that of issuing resolutions related to the operation and services 

provided by the Authority, therefore, 

 

RESOLVED: 

 

FIRST: DELEGATE to the General Directorate of Merchant Marine of the 

Panama Maritime Authority, as Directorate with the legal and 

technical competence to execute those acts related to the registration 

and issuance of technical operational documentation to Panamanian 

flag ships, regarding compliance with the provisions for the conduct of 
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trials of those Panamanian flag ships that request it to the Panama 

Maritime Authority, by virtue of the provisions contemplated in 

Regulation I/13 of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, and the 

present resolution, with the exception of what is established in 

paragraphs 4 and 5 of Regulation I/13 of the 1978 STCW Convention, 

as amended. 

 

SECOND:  TO ORDER the General Directorate of Seafarers of the Panama 

Maritime Authority, pursuant to Regulation I/13, paragraphs 4 and 5, 

of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, and in compliance with 

Regulation I/16 of the Convention and Section A-I/16 of the STCW 

Code, to maintain the responsibility of communicating to the IMO: 

1. The details of the Trials as early as practicable but not less than 

six (6) months before the date on which the Trials are scheduled to 

commence, in order that IMO circulate such details to all Parties. 

2. The results of the Trials authorized, and any recommendations the 

Panama Maritime Authority have regarding those results, in order 

that IMO circulate such results and recommendations to all Parties. 

 

THIRD:  For the purposes of this resolution, evidence shall be defined as 

follows: 

1. Trial: An experiment or series of experiments conducted over a 

limited period, which may involve the use of automated or 

integrated systems, in order to evaluate alternative methods of 

performing specific duties or to satisfying particular arrangements 

prescribed in the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, which 

would provide at least the same degree of safety, security and 

pollution prevention as provided in the aforementioned Convention. 

 

FOURTH:  ORDER the General Directorate of Merchant Marine and the General 

Directorate of Seafarers, to establish the necessary coordination, in 

those cases where the Panama Maritime Authority authorizes a ship 

to participate in trials, which use of automated or integrated systems, 

in order to evaluate alternative methods of performing specific duties 

or to satisfying particular arrangements prescribed in the 1978 STCW 

Convention, as amended, and ensure that these trials are conducted 

in such a manner that the degree of safety, security and pollution 

prevention is at least the same to that contemplated in the 1978 

STCW Convention, as amended. Such trials shall conduct in 

accordance with the guidelines approved by the IMO. 

 

FIFTH:  The General Directorate of Merchant Marine will coordinate with the 

General Directorate of Seafarers, the matters concerning the 

communication to the IMO, of the performance of the trials of those 

ships flying the Panamanian flag, pursuant to the provisions of 

Regulation I/13 paragraphs 4 and 5, of the 1978 STCW Convention, 

as amended, and will establish the mechanisms required for such 

purpose. 
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SIXTH:  AUTHORIZE the General Directorate of Seafarers to establish the 

necessary control mechanisms so that the corresponding 

communications of the Trials authorizations to Panamanian flag ships 

are made by this Maritime Administration, in accordance with the 

provisions of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, and its 

STCW Code, and the present resolution. 

 

SEVENTH:  AUTHORIZE the General Directorate of Merchant Marine and the 

General Directorate of Seafarers to establish and harmonize the 

corresponding procedures so that the provisions of this resolution are 

complied with. 

 

EIGHTH:  This resolution shall become effective as of its publication in the 

Official Gazette of the Republic of Panama. 

 

LEGAL BASIS: Law No. 4 of May 15th, 1992. 

Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998, and its modifications.  

Decree Law No. 8 of February 26th, 1998.  

Resolution J.D. No. 055-2008 of September 18th, 2008. 

Resolution ADM No. 148-2011 of November 18th, 2011. 

Resolution ADM. No. 276-2015 of December 28th, 2015 

Resolution J.D. No. 070-2020 of September 24th, 2020. 

Resolution J.D. No. 076-2020 of October 8th, 2020, and its 

modifications. 

Resolution ADM No. 014-2021 of February 17th, 2021. 

 

 

TO BE PUBLISHED AND COMPLIED 

 

Given in the City of Panama on the twenty-third (23rd) day of the month of March of the 

year two thousand and twenty-two (2022). 

 

 

 

Signed                  Signed 

NORIEL ARAÚZ V. 
ADMINISTRATOR OF THE PANAMA 
PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY 

ILDEFONSO SUIRA FRANCO 
DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE OF 
LEGAL COUNSELING, IN CHARGE, 
ACTING AS OFFICE SECRETARY 

 
 
NAV/ISF/mcb. 


