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RESOLUTION J.D. No. 003-2022 

 

 

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY, using its 

legal powers, and;   

 

CONSIDERING: 

 

 

That this resolution was adopted by the Board of Directors of the Panama Maritime 

Authority in its Session No.001-2022 held on January 13, 2022, once the elements 

brought to its attention had been evaluated. 

 

That by Decree Law No. 7 of February 10, 1998 the Panama Maritime Authority is 

created, unified the different maritime competencies of the public administration and 

established among its functions, to recommend policies and actions; to exercise 

administrative acts and enforce the legal and regulatory standards concerning to the 

maritime sector. 

 

That within the organic structure of the Panama Maritime Authority is the General 

Directorate of Seafarers, an administrative services body and program execution, whose 

internal operation and organization is in accordance to the provisions of Decree Law No. 

7 of February 10, 1998 and also, in the regulations issued in development of this. 

 

That according the numeral 1 of Article 33 of Decree Law No. 7 of February 10, 1998, 

the General Directorate of Seafarers of the Panama Maritime Authority has among its 

functions, to enforce the valid legal standards on education, training, certification and 

watchkeeping for seafarers, in accordance with the provisions of the International 

Conventions ratified by the Republic of Panama. 

 

That by means of Law No. 4 of May 15, 1992, the Republic of Panama became a Party 

of the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and 

Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, as amended (1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended), and through Resolution ADM No. 148-2011 of November 18th, 2011, 

Resolution 1 was adopted in all its parts and Annex I of Resolution 2, adopted on June 

25, 2010, through the 2010 Manila Amendments to the 1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended, and its STCW Code, respectively. 

 

That the Republic of Panama adopted the Maritime Labour Convention, 2006, as 

amended (MLC, 2006, as amended), through Law No. 2 of January 6, 2009, regulated 

by Executive Decree No. 86 of February 22, 2013, modified by Executive Decree No. 

160 of March 3, 2021. 

 

That the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and 

Watchkeeping for Seafarers 1978, as amended (1978 STCW Convention, as amended), 

does not regulate in its provisions what refers to mobile offshore drilling units (MODU). 

 

That through Resolution J.D. No. 076-2020 of October 8, 2020 and its modifications, the 

Board of Directors of the Panama Maritime Authority, approved the Standards on 

Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers who work onboard seagoing 

ships in accordance with the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, which contains 

standards for the training and certification of seafarers, in compliance with the provisions 

established in the Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping 
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of Seafarers, 1978, as amended (1978 STCW Convention, as amended), and its STCW 

Code. 

 

That the General Conference of the International Labour Organization, convened on 

February 7, 2006, adopted the Maritime Labour Convention, 2006 on February 23, 

2006, and included in Title 2 “Conditions of Employment” / Regulation 2.7 “Manning 

Levels”, whose purpose is to ensure that seafarers work onboard ships with sufficient 

manning so that the ship´s operations are carried out in conditions of safety, efficiency 

and protection. 

 

That through Resolution J.D. No. 064-2010 of July 22, 2010 and its modifications, 

establishes the tariffs to be charged for technical and related documentation services, 

referring to Panamanian and non-nationals seafarers who provide services onboard of 

ships of Panamanian Registry in national and international waters, issued through the 

General Directorate of Seafarers. 

 

That through Resolution No. 106-IMO-102-DGMM, of June 27, 2012, the General 

Directorate of Merchant Marine, adopted the provisions contained in Resolution A. 1023 

(26) of December 2, 2009, in which adopts the new Code for the Construction and 

Equipment of Mobile Offshore Drilling Units, 2009 (MODU CODE 2009). 

 

That in Section 14.13 of Chapter 14, Operations of the Code for the Construction and 

Equipment of Mobile Offshore Drilling Units, 2009 (MODU Code 2009), establishes that 

the Training and Instruction for the personnel onboard mobile offshore units, shall be in 

accordance with the recommendations adopted in Resolution A. 891 (21) of November, 

1999, of the International Maritime Organization, revoked in turn by the 

recommendations adopted in Resolution A. 1079 (28) of December 4, 2013 of the 

International Maritime Organization. 

 

That through Resolution ADM No. 276-2014 of October 3, 2014, the Panama Maritime 

Authority adopted Resolution A.1079 (28) of December 4, 2013, in all its parts, through 

which the Assembly of the International Maritime Organization establishes the 

Recommendations for the Training and Certification of the Personnel for Offshore Units. 

 

That through Resolution J.D. No. 019-2019 of May 3, de 2019, the Board of Directors of 

the Panama Maritime Authority granted a discount of up to fifty percent (50%) on 

services of certification for Panamanian or non-nationals seafarers who provide service 

onboard a Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit (MOU/MODU) of Panamanian registry, when 

said Mobile Offshore Drilling Units, belong to an economic group that has demonstrated 

loyalty by keeping more than ten (10) ships registered under the Panamanian flag. 

 

That through Resolution J.D. No. 052-2021 of August 2, 2021, the Board of Directors of 

the Panama Maritime Authority, approved the Regulations for the training and 

certification of offshore personnel onboard offshore units registered under the 

Panamanian flag, which contains the national and international standards for training 

and certification of the offshore personnel, in compliance with the recommendations 

adopted through Resolution A. 1079 (28) adopted by Resolution ADM No. 276-2014 of 

October 3, 2014. 
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That to ensure the effectiveness and capacity of the Panamanian Maritime 

Administration in the control of processes, it is deemed necessary to adopt new 

administrative policies, in order to promote and ensure the competitiveness and 

profitability of the maritime sector, and at the same time, that they be consistent with the 

services that are currently offered to seafarers who provide services onboard offshore 

units of the Panamanian Registry, through the General Directorate of Seafarers of the 

Panama Maritime Authority. 

 

That article 18, numbers 3, 7 and 9 of Decree Law No. 7 of February 10, 1998, establish 

that the functions of the Board of Directors of the Panama Maritime Authority are to 

adopt the administrative, scientific and technological policies that promote and ensure 

the competitiveness and profitability of the maritime sector and the development of its 

human resources; establish the organization of the Authority, as well as structure, 

regulate, determine, fix, alter and impose fees and rights for the services provided by the 

Authority; hence, 

 

RESOLVES: 

 

FIRST:  AUTHORIZE the General Director of Seafarers of the Panama 

Maritime Authority, to grant a discount of up to fifty percent (50%), 

in the current tariff in technical documentation services for seafarers 

and offshore personnel of Panamanian or non-national, who provide 

service onboard a Mobile Offshore Unit, including, Mobile Offshore 

Drilling Units (MODU), when the aforementioned ship belongs to a 

Shipping Company, Corporation or Group, and that this Shipping 

Company or Group, keeps said ship registered under the 

Panamanian flag, and that has demonstrated loyalty to our Registry, 

in accordance with the provisions of this resolution.  

 

SECOND: ESTABLISH that the discount percentage on the current tariff in 

technical documentation services for seafarers and offshore 

personnel of Panamanian and non-national who provide service 

onboard a ship in accordance with the provisions of the first article of 

this resolution, will be calculated based on the number of ships under 

the Panama Ship Registry and according to the following Discount 

Table:    

 

DISCOUNT TABLE 

NUMBER OF SHIPS REGISTERED UNDER 

THE PANAMANIAN FLAG THAT BELONG TO 

THE SHIPPING COMPANY, CORPORATION 

OR GROUP 

DISCOUNT 

PERCENTAGE 

5 to 10 ships 10% 

11 to 23 ships 20% 

24 to 36 ships 30% 

37 to 49 ships 40% 

50 or more ships 50% 
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THIRD: ESTABLISH that the discount referred to in this resolution, will be 

applicable to the following technical documentation of seafarers and 

offshore personnel of Panamanian and non-national:   

a. Certificates of Competency for Officers; 

b. Endorsement of Certificates of Competency for Officers; and 

c. Seman´s Books for rating personnel as for the offshore personnel 

with any position.   

 

FOURTH: ESTABLISH that in order to request the discount referred to in this 

resolution, the Shipping Company, Corporation or Group must submit 

a written request through a legal attorney or authorized representative, 

addressed to the General Director of Seafarers, requesting the 

discount, altogether with the following documents:    

1. Power of attorney or written authorization empowering an 

attorney or a company representative to submit the request, duly 

authenticated or legalized.   

2. Certification from the General Directorate of Merchant Marine of 

the Panama Maritime Authority, certifying the number of ships 

under the Panamanian Ship Registry, the service they are 

dedicated to, the names of the ships and the corresponding IMO 

number.   

 

FIFTH: AUTHORIZE the General Directorate of Seafarers, to issue a 

reasoned resolution, to grant the discount referred to in this resolution, 

which will establish the following:   

1. The discount percentage that is granted. 

2. The number and names of the ships under the Panamanian Flag 

Ship Registry, to which this discount will be applied.   

 

SIXTH: ESTABLISH that the resolution through which the Shipping Company, 

Corporation or Group is granted the discount referred to in this 

resolution, will remain in force, as long as the conditions under which 

said resolution and said discount were granted, are maintained. 

 

In case there are changes in the conditions under which said 

resolution and discount were granted; including changes in the 

number of ships under the Panamanian Ship Registry, the General 

Directorate of Seafarers will carry out the corresponding evaluation, in 

order to determine if said resolution is without effect or if a modification 

is required.    

 

The Shipping Company, Corporation or Group, at the request of a 

party, may request a modification to the resolution that grants the 

discount referred to in this resolution, providing the documents 

supporting the request.   

 

SEVENTH: ESTABLISH that the Shipping Company, Corporation or Group must 

obligatorily notify in writing, as soon as possible and through an 

attorney at law, to the General Directorate of Seafarers, any change in 

the name of the company, the legal representative of the company, the 
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amount of ships under the flag of the Ship Registry, address, phone 

number or e-mail, where the General Directorate of Seafarers of the 

Panama Maritime Authority will carry out all the relevant 

communications and notifications.  

  

In the circumstance that the Shipping Company, Corporation or Group, 

replaces the legal attorney or authorized representative, they must 

communicate it in writing as soon as possible to the General 

Directorate of Seafarers, or said General Directorate will not be 

responsible for the communication or notification of documentation or 

information, provided to the legal attorney or authorized representative 

registered in the file at the time, on behalf of the Shipping Company, 

Corporation or Group. 

 

EIGHTH: ESTABLISH that the discount referred to in this resolution, will not be 

applied simultaneously with other discounts granted by the Panama 

Maritime Authority, in terms of technical documentation services for 

seafarers.    

 

NINTH: ESTABLISH that the seafarers and offshore personnel benefited from 

the discount referred to in this resolution must comply with all the 

administrative and technical requirements established by the Panama 

Maritime Authority, in order to obtain a technical documentation or any 

other required document. The Panama Maritime Authority will not be 

responsible for those applications that do not comply and that have 

passed through a tariff process. In such cases, the benefit will not be 

transferrable and will be understood as already granted.   

 

TENTH: AUTHORIZE the General Directorate of Seafarers to apply the 

discount indicated in this resolution and to establish the necessary 

procedures in order to comply with the provisions of this resolution.    

 

ELEVENTH: This resolution subrogates Resolution J.D. No. 019-2019 of May 3, 

2019, and other contrary provisions.   

 

TWELFTH: This resolution will start being enforceable since January 1, 2022.   

 

LEGAL BASIS:  Decree Law No. 7 of February 10, 1998 and its modifications. 

 Law No. 4 of May 15, 1992. 

 Law No. 2 of January 6, 2009. 

 Decree Executive No. 86 of February 22, 2013 and its 

modifications. 

 Resolution J.D. No. 064-2010 of July 22, 2010 and its 

modifications. 

 Resolution J.D. No. 076-2020 of October 8, 2020 and its 

modifications. 

 Resolution J.D. No. 052-2021 of August 2, 2021. 

 Resolution ADM No. 276-2014 of October 3, 2014. 

 Resolution ADM No. 148-2011 of November 18, 2011. 

 Resolution No. 106-OMI-102-DGMM, of June 27, 2012. 
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 Resolution J.D. No. 019-2019 of May 3, 2019. 

   

 

PUBLISH AND FULFILL. 

 

 

Given in Panama City on thirteenth (13th) day of January of two thousand and twenty-

two (2022). 

 

 

 

THE PRESIDENT 

 

 

 

 

 

CARLOS GARCIA MOLINO. 

VICE-MINISTER OF THE PRESIDENCY  

THE SECRETARY 

 

 

 

 

 

ELVIA BUSTAVINO 

ADMINISTRATOR IN CHARGE  

PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY  

 

 

 

CGM/EB 

 

 
 


