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Resolution ADM No. 217-2021 

 

 

THE ADMINISTRATOR OF THE PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY, using his legal 
powers and   
 

CONSIDERING: 

 

That Decree Law No. 7 of February 10, 1998 created the Panama Maritime Authority, 
unified the different maritime competencies of the public administration and 
established among its functions, to recommend policies and actions, to execute 
administrative acts and to enforce the legal and regulatory standards concerning to 
the maritime sector.  
 
That within the organic structure of the Panama Maritime Authority is the General 
Directorate of Seafarers, a body of administrative services and program execution, 
whose functioning and internal organization is in accordance to the provisions of 
Decree Law No. 7 of February 10, 1998, and also, to the regulations enacted to 
enhance said law. 
 
That according the number 1 of Article 33 of Decree Law No. 7 of February 10, 1998, 
the General Directorate of Seafarers of the Panama Maritime Authority has among its 
functions, to enforce current legal standards on education, training, certification and 
watchkeeping of seafarers, according to the provisions of the International 
Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 
1978, as amended (1978 STCW Convention, as amended). 
 
That by means of Law No. 4 of  May 15, 1992, the Republic of Panama became a 
Party of the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and 
Watchkeeping for Seafarers 1978, as amended (1978 STCW Convention, as 
amended), and through Resolution ADM No. 148-2011 of November 18, 2011, 
Resolution 1 was adopted in all its parts and Annex I of Resolution 2 adopted on 
June 25, 2010, through the 2010 Manila Amendments to the 1978 STCW Convention, 
as amended, and its STCW Code, respectively. 
 
That Decree Law No. 8 of February 26, 1998, which regulates work at sea and 
navigation ways and dictates other provisions, establishing on Article 6 that the 
Panama Maritime Authority is the competent entity to execute the functions of 
watching for the compliance and efficient application of the standards of training, 
certification and watchkeeping of seafarers, established in the  International 
Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers 
1978, as amended (1978 STCW Convention, as amended). 
    
That the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and 
Watchkeeping for Seafarers 1978, as amended (1978 STCW Convention, as 
amended), on its Article I about General Obligations under the Convention, 
establishes that the Parties undertake to  promulgate  all  laws, decrees, orders and 
regulations and to take all other steps  which may be necessary to give the 
Convention full and complete effect,  so as to ensure that, from the point of view of 
safety of life and property at sea and the protection of the marine environment, 
seafarers  on board ships are qualified and fit for their duties. 
 
That said Convention establishes on Regulation I/6, that each Party shall ensure that 
the training and assessment of seafarers, are administered, supervised and 
monitored; and that those responsible for the before mentioned activities are 
appropriately qualified for the type and level of training or assessment involved. 
 
That said Convention establishes on Regulation I/8, that each Party shall ensure  that 
in accordance with the provisions of Section A-I/8 of the STCW Code, all training, 
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assessment of competence, certification, including  medical certification, 
endorsement and revalidation activities carried out by non-governmental agencies or 
entities under its authority are continuously monitored through a quality standards 
system to ensure  achievement of  defined objectives, including those concerning  
the qualifications and experience of the instructors and assessors; and in the cases 
where governmental agencies or entities perform such activities, there shall  be a 
quality standards system.   
 
That by means of Resolution J.D. No. 055-2008 of September 18, 2008, the 
Administrator of the Panama Maritime Authority was authorized to and regulate the 
technical issues that are under the competence of this institution and that due to legal 
provisions are not assigned to the General Directorates of this entity, concerning to 
the application of the international conventions on maritime matters. 
  
That Resolution ADM No. 092-2017 of May 18, 2017, establishes the conditions that 
the ship-owner must provide to the cadets on board ships of Panamanian flag and 
the minimum requirements that the agreement must include, according to the training 
agreed upon between the ship-owner, cadets and/or the Maritime Training Center.    
 
That by means of Resolution No. J.D. 076-2020 of October 8, 2020 and its 
modifications, the Board of Directors of the Panama Maritime Authority, approved the 
Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers who work on 
board seagoing ships in accordance with the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, 
which includes the standards for the training and certification of seafarers, in 
compliance  of the provisions of the International Convention on Standards of 
Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, as amended (1978 
STCW Convention, as amended) and its STCW Code. 
 
That Resolution ADM No.105-2021 of June 10, 2021, approved the Regulations for 
the Maritime Training Center from Panama or abroad, main office and/or branches; 
to whom the training of seafarers is delegated in the name of the Panama Maritime 
Authority.  
 
That this Maritime Administration has the obligation of ensuring that, the seafarers 
who work on board of a seagoing ship have necessary competencies and aptitude to 
perform their functions; that the training is administered, supervised and monitored; 
and those responsible for the training of the seafarers are appropriately qualified for 
the type and level of corresponding training according to the provisions of the 
Regulation I/6 of the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification 
and Watchkeeping for Seafarers,1978, as amended (1978 STCW Convention, as 
amended), and Section A-I/6 of the STCW Code, considering that the human factor 
is a matter that concerns maritime safety and safeguard of life at sea, as well as the 
protection of the marine environment.   
 

That following the principle of continuous improvement, it is important for this 
Maritime Administration, to perform the constant analysis of the implemented 
regulations, in order to verify its effectivity, due to which it is necessary to update the 
standards that regulate the provisions of the Panama Maritime Authority regarding 
the approved seagoing service for the candidates for Deck, Engine and Electro-
technical Officer (cadet), according to 1978 STCW Convention, as amended and 
subrogate Resolution ADM No. 150-2017 of August 24, 2017. 
 
That article 24 from Decree Law No. 7 of February 10, 1998, as it was modified by 
article 185 from Law No. 57 of August 6, 2008, establishes that the Administrator 
holds the Legal Representation of the Panama Maritime Authority.   
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That due to what is established on Decree Law No.  7 of February 10, 1998, modified 
by article 186 from Law No. 57 of August 6, 2008, which establishes that the 
Administrator has among his functions to issue resolutions concerning with the 
functioning and services provided by the Authority, therefore,  
 

RESOLVES: 
 

FIRST: Approve the Regulations for the Seagoing Service for 

Deck, Engine and Electro-technical Cadets 

(Candidate), in accordance with the provisions 

established in the Convention on Standards of Training, 

Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, as 

amended (1978 STCW Convention, as amended) and its 

STCW Code and the valid national regulations.   

 

SECOND: For the effects of this resolution and unless there is an 

express contrary provision, the following definitions will 

prevail:   

1. Cadet: A person (candidate) who is receiving training 

to obtain the certificate of deck, engine or electro-

technical officer.     

2. Month: A calendar month or thirty (30) days made up 

of periods of less than one month.   

3. Seagoing Service: Means service on board a ship 

relevant to the issuance or revalidation of a certificate 

or other qualification.   

4. Training Programme: All training formed by courses, 

modules or subjects and that may include an approved 

seagoing service by the General Directorate of 

Seafarers, and which implies the issuance of a 

certificate of competency or certificate of proficiency.   

5. Seagoing ship: A ship other than those which 

navigate exclusively in inland waters or in waters within, 

or closely adjacent to, sheltered waters or areas where 

port regulations apply.  

6. Short Trade: every trip on which the ship is not more 

than 200 nautical miles from a port or place on which 

the ship, crew and passengers, if there are any, may 

find a safe shelter and whose length does not exceed 

600 nautical miles from the last port visited by the ship 

in the country on which its trip starts towards a 

destination port. 

7. Long Trade: trips exceeding the limits established for 

the short trade.   

 

THIRD: For the effects of this resolution, Seagoing Service for 

Deck, Engine and Electro-technical Cadet (candidate) 

will be understood as service provided on board a ship, 

that is integral part of an approved training programme by 

the General Directorate of Seafarers of the Panama 

Maritime Authority and it will be considered for the 
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issuance of the certificate of competency as an Officer in 

Charge of a Navigational Watch, Officer in Charge of an 

Engineering Watch or Electro-technical Officer, according 

to Regulation II/1, Section A-II/1 and Table A-II/1; 

Regulation III/1, Section A-III/1 and Table A-III/1; and 

Regulation III/6, Section A-III/6 and Table A-III/6, 

respectively, of 1978 STCW Convention, as amended and 

its STCW Code, respectively.   

 

FOURTH: For the effects of this resolution MONTH, will be 

understood as calendar month or thirty (30) days made up 

of periods of less than one month according to what is 

established in the    1978 STCW Convention, as amended. 

Understanding that the compliance of the seagoing 

service will be twelve (12) months, which will represent 

three hundred and sixty-five (365) days.  

 

FIFTH: APROVE the Seagoing Service for the Deck Cadet 

(Candidate for Deck Officer), which shall consist of an 

approved seagoing service, not less than twelve (12) 

months on a seagoing ship of 500 gross tonnage or more 

and that meets the requirements of Section A-II/1 and 

Table A-II/1 of the STCW Code.   

  

The deck cadet (Candidate for Deck Officer) shall perform 

the bridge watchkeeping duties, for a minimum of six (6) 

months on seagoing ships dedicated to long trades.    

 

In case the seagoing service required in this article is not 

performed continuously, only the days that the cadet is on 

board complying with the training agreement will be 

accepted.   

 

During the twelve (12) months of the required seagoing 

service, the deck cadet:   

1. Shall be under the supervision of the master or a 

qualified officer.   

2. Shall comply with the duties, including those related 

with the bridge watchkeeping, established in Section 

A-II/1 and Table A-II/1 of the STCW Code.   

3. Shall not have other functions or duties, other than 

the training programme and those functions arising 

from emergency situations.   

4. Shall not assume tasks that imply on board 

responsibilities other than the ones required to 

comply with the training programme.   

 

SIXTH:  APPROVE the Seagoing Service for an Engine Cadet 

(Candidate for Engineer Officer), which shall consist on 

an approved seagoing service not less than twelve (12) 
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months, on a seagoing ship powered by main propulsion 

machinery of 750 kW propulsion power or more and that 

meets the requirements of Section A-III/1 and Table A-III/1 

of the STCW Code. 

 

The Engine Cadet (Candidate for Engineer Officer) shall 

perform the engine-room watchkeeping duties, with a 

minimum of six (6) months on seagoing ships dedicated to 

long trades.   

 

In case the required seagoing service is not performed 

continuously, only the days that the cadet is on board the 

ship, complying with the training agreement will be 

accepted.   

 

During twelve (12) months of the required seagoing 

service, the engine cadet:   

1. Shall be under the supervision of the Chief Engineer 

Officer or a qualified Engineer Officer.   

2. Shall comply with the duties, including those related 

to the engine-room watchkeeping duties, established 

in Section A-III/1 and Table A-III/1 of the STCW 

Code.   

3. Shall not have other functions or duties, other than 

the training programme and those functions arising 

from emergency situations.   

4. Shall not assume tasks that imply on board 

responsibilities, other than the ones required to 

comply with the training programme.   

 

SEVENTH: APPROVE the Seagoing Service for the Electro-

technical cadet (Candidate for Electro-technical 

Officer), which shall consist of an approved seagoing 

service not less than twelve (12) months, on a seagoing 

ship powered by main propulsion machinery of 750 kW 

propulsion power or more, and that meets the 

requirements of Section A-III/6 and Table A-III/6 of the 

STCW Code. 

 

The electro-technical cadet (Candidate for Electro-

technical Officer) shall perform duties related to an electro-

technical officer, for a minimum of six (6) months on 

seagoing ships dedicated to long trades.   

 

In case the required seagoing service is not performed 

continuously, only the days that the cadet is on board 

complying with the training agreement will be accepted.   

 

During the twelve (12) months of the required seagoing 

service, the electro-technical cadet:   
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1. Shall be under the supervision of a Chief Engineer or 

a qualified Officer.   

2. Shall comply with the duties established on Section 

A-III/6 and Table A-III/6 of the STCW Code. 

3. Shall not have other functions or duties, other than 

the training programme and those functions arising 

from emergency situations.   

4. Shall not assume tasks that imply on board 

responsibilities, other than the ones required to 

comply with the training programme.   

 

EIGHTH:  ESTABLISH that the approved seagoing service for the 

Deck, Engine and Electro-technical Cadets (candidates) 

shall be applied and shall be an integral part in the training 

programmes of the following careers: Deck, Engine and 

Electro-technical Officers from the maritime universities 

authorized by the Panama Maritime Authority. 

 

NINTH: ESTABLISH that during the approved seagoing service 

for the Deck, Engine and Electro-technical Cadets 

(candidates) the on board training shall be registered on 

an approved Training Record Book by the Panama 

Maritime Authority and appropriate for that purpose.    

 

TENTH: APPROVE that for the registry of the seagoing service for 

the cadets, the Book On Board Training Record Book for 

Deck, Engine or Electro-technical Cadet, from the 

International Shipping Federation (ISF) will be used as 

reference. 

The Panama Maritime Authority shall approve any other 

Training Record Book for the registry of the cadet 

seagoing service. 

 

ELEVENTH: ESTABLISH that the General Directorate of Seafarers, 

through the Certification Department, shall validate on the 

Training Record Book addressed on article ninth, each 

seagoing service, to all deck, engine and electro-technical 

cadets from the approved maritime universities, in 

accordance with the 1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended and its STCW Code, and the current national 

legislation. The validation shall be performed through the 

stamping of a rubber-stamp and signature of the person 

assigned by the Certification Department of the General 

Directorate of Seafarers.   

 

To validate each seagoing service, the following shall be 

submitted before the Certification Department of the 

General Directorate of Seafarers, previous to the seagoing 

service:   

a. Approved Training Record Book;  
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b. Document with the ship´s particulars (type of ship, 

tonnage, propulsion power, and others), or other 

data that allows to obtain the ship´s particulars; and 

c. Valid Seaman´s Book for deck, engine, electro-

technical cadet and issued by the Panama Maritime 

Authority.    

If during the seagoing service, the company transfers the 

cadet to another ship, the maritime university responsible 

for the cadet in training shall inform immediately to the 

Panama Maritime Authority about the shifting, through a 

formal note, attaching what is required according to literal 

b. from the previous paragraph of this article.    

 

TWELFTH: The deck, engine or electro-technical cadet, at the moment 

of ending each seagoing service shall:   

a. Request a seagoing service letter, signed and 

stamped either by the Master or the Company.   

b. Register the seagoing service in the valid Seaman´s 

Book for deck, engine or electro-technical cadet. The 

Seaman´s Book must be issued by the Panama 

Maritime Authority and the registry must be signed 

by the master with the ship´s stamp.   

 

THIRTEENTH: ESTABLISH that the deck, engine or electro-technical 

cadets shall ensure the complete and legible filling out, the 

tasks and duties of the functions corresponding to the 

training programme, according to the approved Training 

Record Book, including the signature and compliance date 

of the tasks and duties by the person in charge of the 

training during the seagoing service.   

 

FOURTEENTH: APPROVE the Sea Practice Form, shall be completed 

mandatorily by the cadet during the on board training, to 

register the number of days of the approved seagoing 

service which is attached to this resolution.  

 

FIFTEENTH: ESTABLISH that the maritime universities authorized for 

the training of Officers in Charge of a Navigational, 

Officers in Charge of an Engineering Watch or Electro-

technical Officers, shall be responsible for the integral 

check-up of the Record Books of the approved seagoing 

service, and are obliged to keep their control, registration 

and preservation for a minimum period of ten (10) years, 

which shall be auditable by this Maritime Administration, 

according to what is established herein and in the valid 

and applicable national regulations. 

  

SIXTEENTH:  The General Directorate of Seafarers of the Panama 

Maritime Authority, under the Article III of the 1978 STCW 

Convention, as amended, shall not accept the approved 
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seagoing service when it is performed on board registered 

ships and with the category of:    

a. Warships;  

b. Naval auxiliaries or other ships owned or operated 

by the Republic of Panama and engaged only on 

government non-commercial service; 

c. Fishing vessels; 

d. Pleasure yachts not engaged in trade; or 

e. Wooden Ships of primitive built.   

 

SEVENTEENTH: The seagoing service on a Training Ship shall comply 

previously with the validation process before the General 

Directorate of Seafarers, in accordance with the 

provisions of this resolution.   

 

EIGHTEENTH: Every deck, engine or electro-mechanic cadet (candidate) 

shall comply with the requirements established in this 

resolution, as well as the current administrative and 

technical requirements to apply for the respective 

certificate of competency, before the General Directorate 

of Seafarers.    

 

NINETEENTH: The General Directorate of Seafarers shall impose the 

applicable penalties to the maritime universities authorized 

for the training of Officers in Charge of a Navigational 

Watch, Officers in Charge of an Engineering Watch or 

Electro-technical Officers, and to the cadets, in case of 

infringement or non-compliance of this regulations, or the 

provisions established in 1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended and its STCW Code and in the current and 

applicable national regulations by the Panama Maritime 

Authority.   

 

TWENTIETH: AUTHORIZE the General Directorate of Seafarers, to 

establish the necessary control mechanisms in order to 

guarantee that the training of the seafarers are 

administered, supervised and monitored in accordance 

with the provisions of the 1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended and its STCW Code and this resolution.   

 

TWENTY-FIRST: AUTHORIZE the General Directorate of Seafarers to 

establish the corresponding procedures so what is 

established herein is complied with.    

 

TWENTY-SECOND: This resolution subrogates Resolution ADM No. 150-2017 

of August 24, 2017, and other contrary provisions.   

 

TWENTY-THIRD: This resolution will start being in force since its publication 

in the Official Gazette from the Republic of Panama.   
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LEGAL BASIS:  Law No. 4 of May 15, 1992. 

Decree Law No. 7 of February 10, 1998 and its 

modifications. 

Decree Law No. 8 of February 26, 1998. 

Resolution J.D. No. 055-2008 of September 18, 2008. 

Resolution J.D. No. 076-2020 of October 8, 2020 and its 

modifications.  

Resolution ADM No. 148-2011 of November 18, 2011. 

Resolution ADM No. 092-2017 of May 18, 2017. 

Resolution ADM No. 105-2021 of June 10, 2021. 

 

 

PUBLISH AND FULFILL 

 

 

Given in Panama City, on the fifteenth (15th) days of October of the year two 

thousand and twenty-one (2021).   

 

 

 

 

 

NORIEL ARAÚZ V.     
ADMINISTRATOR OF THE PANAMA 
MARITIME AUTHORITY 
 

ILDEFONSO SUIRA FRANCO 
SUBDIRECTOR OF THE LEGAL OFFICE 
IN FUNCTIONS OF DISPATCH 
SECRETATRY   

NAV/ISF/icm.  



PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY

GENERAL DIRECTORATE OF SEAFARERS

Date Port Date Port

TOTALS

FLAG:

MAIN ENGINE POWER: 

TIME ON BOARD

SEA PRACTICE

Number of 

Days at sea

SHIPS´S PARTICULARS

IMO NUMBER:

TYPE OF SHIP:

MAIN ENGINE TYPE:

Embarkation Date: 

Disembarkation Date:

Number of days on board (see below):

Number of days on board with the ship in active service (not included dry dock):

NAME OF THE SHIP:

PORT OF REGISTRY:

NAVIGATIONS

DEPARTURE ARRIVAL Number of 

Days in Dry Dock 

Number 

Days in port 

GROSS TONNAGE: 

Has been enrolled in this ship as Cadet performing sea practice according the Convention STCW´78, as amended and valid national legislation.

SHIPOWNER´S NAME:

Mr. 

SHIPOWNER´S ADDRESS, E-MAIL & PHONE: 

MASTER'S NAME:

Certifies that in accordance to the official ship's logbook and related documents



PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY

GENERAL DIRECTORATE OF SEAFARERS

Date Port Date Port

TOTALS

NAVIGATIONS

DEPARTURE ARRIVAL Number of 

Days at sea

Number 

Days in port 

Number of 

Days in Dry Dock 



PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY

GENERAL DIRECTORATE OF SEAFARERS

Total Navigation 

Number of Days in Dry Dock: It will be computed as the total number of days that the ship remains in dry dock, from the first until the last 

day in dry dock. 

The departure and arrival dates will be computed.

Total number of days at sea 

Total number of days in port or anchorage

Total number of days in dry dock 

TOTAL NUMBER OF DAYS ON BOARD 

Disembarkation Date: The last day on board of the ship.

Number of Days on board: The total number of days on board from the embarkation date to disembarkation date (both included).

                                              The cadet shall complete a total of 365 days on board to complete the sea practice.

Number of Days at Sea: It will be computed as the total number of days between departure and arrival dates. The departure and arrival 

dates will not be computed.

Number of Days in Port or Anchorage: It will be computed as the total number of days that the ship remains in Port or Anchorage.

NOTES:

Embarkation Date: The first day on board of the ship.


