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RESOLUTION J.D. No. 019-2021 

 

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY, using their legal powers, and   

 

CONSIDERING: 

 

That by Decree Law No. 7 of February 10, 1998 the Panama Maritime Authority is created, unified the 

different maritime competencies of the public administration and established among its functions, to 

recommend policies and actions, to exercise administrative acts and enforce the legal and regulatory 

standards concerning the maritime sector. 

 

That within the organic structure of the Panama Maritime Authority is the General Directorate of Seafarers, 

an administrative services body and program execution, whose internal operation and organization is in 

accordance to what is specified in Decree Law No. 7 of February 10, 1998, modified by Law No. 57 of 

August 6, 2008, and, in the regulations issued in development of this. 

 

That according to number 1 of Article 33 of the Decree Law No. 7 of February 10, 1998, the General 

Directorate of Seafarers of the Panama Maritime Authority has among its functions, to enforce the valid 

legal standards on education, training, certification and watchkeeping of seafarers, in accordance with the 

provisions of the International Conventions ratified by the Republic of Panama. 

 

That by Law No. 4 of May 15, 1992, the Republic of Panama, became a Party of the International 

Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, as amended 

(1978 STCW Convention, as amended), and through the Resolution ADM No.148-2011 of November 18, 

2011, Resolution 1 was adopted in all its parts and Annex I of Resolution 2, adopted on June 25, 2010, 

through the 2010 Manila Amendments to the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, and its STCW Code, 

respectively.  

 

That the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for 

Seafarers1978, as amended (1978 STCW Convention, as amended), in its Article 1 about General 

Obligations under the Convention, establishes that the Parties undertake to promulgate  all  laws, decrees, 

orders and regulations and to take all other steps  which may be necessary to give the Convention full and 

complete effect,  so as to ensure that, from the point of view of safety of  life and property at sea and the 

protection of the marine environment, seafarers on board  ships are qualified and fit for their duties. 

 

That said Convention establishes in Regulation I/6, that each Party shall ensure that the training and 

assessment of seafarers, as required under the Convention, are administered, supervised and monitored; 

and that those responsible for the training and assessment of competence of seafarers, as required under 

the Convention, are appropriately qualified for the type and level of training or assessment involved, in 

accordance with the provisions of Section A-I/6 of the STCW Code. 

 

That said Convention establishes in Regulation I/8 that each Party shall ensure that in accordance with the 

provisions of Section A-I/8 of the STCW Code, all training, assessment of competence, certification, 

including medical certification, endorsement and revalidation activities carried out by non-governmental 

agencies or entities under its authority are continuously monitored through a quality  standards system  to 

ensure achievement of defined objectives, including those concerning the qualifications and experience of 

instructors and assessors; and  where governmental agencies or entities perform such activities, there shall  

be a quality standard system. 

 

That Article VI of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, establishes that the certifications for masters, 

officers or ratings shall be issued to those candidates who meet the requirements for service, age, medical 

fitness, training, qualification and examinations in accordance with the appropriate provisions of the Annex 

to the Convention. 
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That by means of Resolution J.D. No. 018-2018 of May 8, 2018 the Administrator of the Panama Maritime 

Authority was authorized to establish and regulate the procedure by means of which the revalidation of a 

certificate of competency or upgrading to the immediate higher position shall be processed, for a non-

national Deck or Engine Officer who holds a Certificate of Competency (CoC) issued by the Panama 

Maritime Authority, through the application of Assessment of Competence, according to the International 

Convention of Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for the Seafarers, 1978, as amended 

(1978 STCW Convention, as amended).   

 

That Resolution J.D. No. 076-2020 of October 8, 2020 approved the Regulations on Standards of Training, 

Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers who work on board of seagoing ships in accordance with the 

1978 STCW Convention, as amended, which contains regulations for the training and certification of 

seafarers, in compliance with the provisions established in the Convention on Standards of Training, 

Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, as amended (1978 Convention STCW, amended) and 

its STCW Code.     

 

That Resolution ADM No. 174-2020 of November 18, 2020, approved the Regulations that regulate the  

Maritime Training Centers in Panama or abroad, headquarters and/or branches to whom the training of the 

seafarers is delegated, in representation of the Panama Maritime Authority.     

 

That Resolution J.D. No. 042-2020 of April 27, 2020, subrogated Resolution J.D. No. 017-2019 of May 3, 

2019, and fixed the tariffs for the national and foreign Maritime Training Centers in concept of authorization 

and approval of imparted programs and training courses, the addition of courses, the issuance of 

certificates of courses imparted by the authorized Maritime Training Centers, among other tariffs.     

 

That this Maritime Administration has the obligation to guarantee that the training is managed, supervised 

and monitored;  and that those responsible for the training of seafarers are duly qualified for the type and 

level of corresponding training according to the provisions of Regulation I/6 of the International Convention 

on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers 1978, as amended (STCW’78 

Convention, as amended), and Section A-I/6 of the Training Code, so the seafarers working on board the 

ships under Panamanian flag, have the necessary proficiencies and skills to perform their positions and 

duties;  since the human factor is a matter affecting maritime safety, safety of life at sea,  as well as the 

protection of the maritime environment.  

 

That the Maritime Administration of the Republic of Panama, in order to maintain the competitivity of their  

services, regarding the needs of the international maritime market, acknowledges the importance of 

adopting new administrative provisions related to the revalidation of a certificate of competency or an 

upgrading of a non-national Deck or Engine Officer who holds a Certificate of Competency issued by the 

Panama Maritime Authority to obtain a certificate of competency with the Republic of Panama, in 

compliance of the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping of 

Seafarers, 1978, as amended (1978 STCW Convention, as amended).  

 

That article 18, numerals 3, 7 and 9 of Decree Law No. 7 of February 10, 1998, establishes that the 

functions of the Board of Directors of the Panama Maritime Authority are to adopt administrative, scientific 

and technological policies that promote and ensure the competitiveness and profitability of the maritime 

sector and the development of its human resources; establish the organization of the Authority, as well as 

structure, regulate, determine, fix, alter and impose tariffs and rights for the services provided by the 

Authority; hence,    

 

RESOLVES: 
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CHAPTER I 

ASSESSMENT OF COMPETENCE FOR UPGRADING TO THE IMMEDIATE HIGHER POSITION, OF A 

NON-NATIONAL DECK OR ENGINE OFFICER WHO HOLDS A CERTIFICATE OF COMPETENCY 

ISSUED BY THE PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY   

 

FIRST: AUTHORIZE the Administrator of the Panama Maritime Authority to 

regulate the procedure by means of which the upgrading to the immediate 

higher position of a non-national Deck or Engine Officer who holds a 

Certificate of Competency issued by the Panama Maritime authority 

(hereinafter, the “candidate”) will be processed, by means  of an application 

of the Assessment of Competence, according to the International 

Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for 

Seafarers, 1978, as amended (1978 STCW Convention, as amended) and 

its STCW Code.   

  

 What is foreseen in this article, does not apply to non-nationals graduated 

from maritime universities located in the Republic of Panama, authorized 

for the training of Deck and Engine Officers.   

 

SECOND: FIX THE AUTHORIZATION TARIFF OF TWO THOUSAND FIVE 

HUNDRED BALBOAS WITH 00/100 (B/.2,500.00), for the Maritime 

Training Centers requesting to be authorized by the Panama Maritime 

Authority, to carry out the Assessment of Competence for the cases 

described in Article First of this resolution, either if they are requesting 

authorization for a first time or for a renewals of the authorization.   

 

THIRD: FIX THE ANNUAL TARIFF OF TWO THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED 

BALBOAS WITH 00/100 (B/.2,500.00), to the Training Centers duly 

authorized by the Panama Maritime Authority, to carry out the Assessment 

of Competence for the case described in Article First of this resolution.    

 

The first annual fee shall be paid once the resolution of authorization to 

carry out the Assessment of Competence granted by the Panama Maritime 

Authority is executed.   

The period to comply with the payment of the following annual fees shall 

start from the date on which the resolution is executed, which shall be paid 

with a minimum of thirty (30) calendar days of anticipation from the due 

date of each granted authorization year.   

 

FOURTH: AUTHORIZE the General Directorate of Seafarers, to carry out the 

evaluation of the corresponding documentation of the request for upgrading 

to the immediate higher position of a non-national Deck or Engine Officer 

who holds a Certificate of Competency issued by the Panama Maritime 

Authority. After the documentary evaluation, the before mentioned General 

Directorate shall issue an eligibility or a rejection letter for the upgrading, 

as corresponds.    

 

 The applicable tariff to the evaluation of the corresponding documentation 

of the request for upgrading to the immediate higher position of a non-

national Deck or Engine Officer who holds a Certificate of Competency 
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issued by the Panama Maritime Authority shall be of FIVE HUNDRED 

BALBOAS WITH 00/100 (B/.500.00) and it should be paid by the 

candidate directly to the Panama Maritime Authority.   

 

FIFTH: The Maritime Training Centers shall pay to the Panama Maritime Authority 

a tariff of FIVE HUNDRED BALBOAS WITH 00/100 (B/.500.00), for each 

Assessment of Competence carried out according to Article First of this 

resolution.   

 

The Maritime Training Centers authorized to carry out an Assessment of 

Competence, addressed on Article First of this resolution, shall collect a 

tariff not to exceed the amount of FOUR THOUSAND BALBOAS WITH 

00/100 (B/.4,000.00) per person. This amount has to include the tariff to be 

paid from the Maritime Training Center to the Panama Maritime Authority 

for each carried out Assessment of Competence and the tariff established 

by the issuance of each certificate included in the monthly report that the 

Maritime Training Centers must submit to the General Directorate of 

Seafarers.    

 

 The collection of a tariff higher than what was mentioned in the previous 

paragraph, by the authorized Maritime Training Center, will give rise the 

application of administrative and/or pecuniary sanctions, including the 

revocation of the authorization granted by the Panama Maritime Authority 

to carry out the Assessment of Competence.   

 

 

CHAPTER II 

ASSESSMENT OF COMPETENCE FOR THE REVALIDATION OF A CERTIFICATE OF COMPETENCY 

OF A NON-NATIONAL DECK OR ENGINE OFFICER WHO HOLDS A CERTIFICATE OF COMPETENCY 

ISSUED BY THE PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY    

 

SIXTH: AUTHORIZE the Administrator of the Panama Maritime Authority to 

regulate the procedure by means of which the revalidation of the 

Certificate of Competency of a non-national Deck or Engine Officer 

who holds a Certificate of Competency issued by the Panama 

Maritime Authority (hereinafter the “candidate”) shall be processed, by 

means of the application of the Assessment of Competence, according to 

the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and 

Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, as amended (1978 STCW Convention, 

as amended) and its STCW Code.    

  

 What is provided in this article does not apply to non-nationals graduated 

from maritime universities located in the Republic of Panama and 

authorized for the training of Deck and Engine Officers.   

 

SEVENTH: FIX THE AUTHORIZATION TARIFF OF TWO THOUSAND AND FIVE 

HUNDRED BALBOAS WITH 00/100 (B/.2,500.00), for the Maritime 

Training Centers who request to be authorized by the Panama Maritime 

Authority, to carry out the Assessment of Competence described in Article 



No. 29273                                                           Digital Official Gazette, Wednesday, April 28, 2021                                                    5 

 
Resolution J.D. No.019-2021 
Panama, March 25, 2021 
PMA (DGGM) – Assessment of Competence  
Page No. 5 

 

 

Sixth of this resolution, either if they are requesting authorization for a first 

time or for renewals of the authorization.    

 

EIGHTH: FIX THE ANNUAL TARIFF OF TWO THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED 

BALBOAS WITH 00/100 (B/.2,500.00), for the Maritime Training Centers 

duly authorized by the Panama Maritime Authority to carry out the 

Assessment of Competence for the case described in Article Sixth of this 

resolution.    

 

The first annual fee shall be paid once the resolution of authorization to 

carry out the Assessment of Competence granted by the Panama Maritime 

Authority is executed. 

As the executory date of said resolution, the period to comply with the 

payment of the subsequent annuities shall start to elapse, which must be 

paid at least thirty (30) calendar days before the expiration of every 

authorization year granted. 

 

NINTH: AUTHORIZE the General Directorate of Seafarers, to carry out the 

evaluation of the documentation corresponding to the request of 

revalidation of a Certificate of Competency to a non-national Deck or 

Engine Officer who holds a Certificate of Competency issued by the 

Panama Maritime Authority. After the documentary evaluation, the 

beforementioned General Directorate shall issue to the candidate a letter 

of eligibility or rejection for the revalidation, as appropriate.  

 

 The tariff applicable to the evaluation of the documentation corresponding 

to the request of revalidation of a Certificate of Competency to a non-

national Deck or Engine Officer, who holds a Certificate of Competency 

issued by the Panama Maritime Authority shall be of FIVE HUNDRED 

BALBOAS WITH 00/100 (B/.500.00) and it must be paid by the candidate 

directly to the Panama Maritime Authority.    

 

TENTH: The Maritime Training Centers shall pay to the Panama Maritime Authority, 

a tariff of FIVE HUNDRED BALBOAS WITH 00/100 (B/.500.00), by every 

Assessment of Competence carried out according to Article Sixth of this 

resolution. 

 

The Maritime Training Centers authorized to carry out the Assessment of 

Competence addressed in Article Sixth of this resolution shall collect a tariff 

not exceeding the amount of FOUR THOUSAND BALBOAS WITH 00/100 

(B/.4,000.00) per person. This amount shall include the tariff to be paid by 

the Maritime Training Center to the Panama Maritime Authority, for each 

Assessment of Competence carried out and the tariff established for the 

issuance of each certificate to be included in the monthly report that has to 

be submitted by the Maritime Training Centers before the General 

Directorate of Seafarers. 

 

 The collection of a tariff higher than what was mentioned in the previous 

paragraph, by the authorized Maritime Training Center, will give rise the 

application of administrative and/or pecuniary sanctions, including the 
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revocation of the authorization granted by the Panama Maritime Authority 

to carry out the Assessment of Competence.     

 

CHAPTER III 

OTHER PROVISIONS 

 

ELEVENTH: AUTHORIZE the General Directorate of Seafarers, to establish the 

necessary procedures in order to comply with what is established in this 

resolution.    

 

TWELFTH:  This resolution subrogates Resolution J.D. No. 018-2018 of May 8, 2018 

and other contrary provisions.    

 

THIRTEENTH: This resolution shall start validity since its publication in the Official Gazette 

of the Republic of Panama.    

 

LEGAL BASIS:  Law No. 4 of May 15, 1992. 

Decree Law No. 7 of February 10, 1998 and its modifications. 

Resolution J.D. No. 042-2020 of April 27, 2020. 

Resolution J.D. No. 076-2020 of October 8, 2020. 

Resolution ADM No. 148-2011 of November, 2011. 

Resolution ADM No. 174-2020 of November 18, 2020. 

 

PUBLISH AND FULFILL 

 

Given in Panama City on the twentieth-fifth (25) day of March of Two Thousand and Twenty One (2021).  

 

 
THE PRESIDENT 
 
 
 
 
NORIEL ARAÚZ V. 
ADMINISTRATOR OF THE PANAMA MARITIME 
AUTHORITY 
 
 

 
THE SECRETARY 

 
 
 
 

ANA MARGARITA REYES 
SUBADMINISTRATOR OF THE PANAMA 
MARITIME AUTHORITY   

  
 

NAV/AMR/ISF/icm 
 


