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RESOLUTION No. J.D. 040-2023 
 
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY, in use of its legal powers, 
conferred by Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998,  
 

WHEREAS: 
 
That this resolution was adopted by the Board of Directors of the Panama Maritime Authority at its Session 
No. 007-2023, held on June 29th, 2023, after evaluating the elements brought to its knowledge. 
 
That the Panama Maritime Authority was created by means of Decree Law No. 7 of February 10 th, 1998, 
which has juridical personality, its own patrimony and autonomy in its internal regime; subject only to the 
policies, orientation and inspection of the Executive Body and the control of the Office of the General 
Comptroller of the Republic. 
 
That by means of Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998, the Panama Maritime Authority is created and it 
is established that among its functions are the following: to propose, coordinate and execute the National 
Maritime Strategy, to recommend policies and actions, to exercise acts of administration, to enforce the 
legal and regulatory norms referring to the maritime sector. 
 
That accordingly, Article 4 of Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998, states in its numeral 7, that the 
Panama Maritime Authority has the function of evaluating and proposing to the Executive Body and other 
state entities, as required, the necessary measures for the adoption of international treaties and 
conventions related to the activities developed within the maritime sector. 
 
That within the organic structure of the Panama Maritime Authority is the General Directorate of Seafarers, 
an agency of administrative services and program execution, whose operation and internal organization is 
in accordance with the provisions of Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998, as modified by Law No. 57 of 
August 6th, 2008, as well as the regulations issued in development thereof. 
 
That according to numeral 1 of Article 33 of Decree Law No. 7 of February 10 th, 1998, the General 
Directorate of Seafarers of the Panama Maritime Authority, has among its functions, to enforce the legal 
regulations in force on education, training, certification and watchkeeping of seafarers, in accordance with 
the provisions of the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for 
Seafarers of 1978, as amended (1978 STCW Convention, as amended). 
 
That by means of Law No. 4 of May 15th, 1992, the Republic of Panama approved the International 
Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, as amended 
(1978 STCW Convention, as amended), and through Resolution ADM No. 148-2011 of November 18th, 
2011, Resolution I was adopted in all its parts and Annex I to Resolution 2, adopted on June 25 th, 2010, 
through the 2010 Manila Amendments, to the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, and its STCW Code, 
respectively. 
 
That by Law No. 2 of January 6th, 2009, the Republic of Panama approved the Maritime Labour Convention, 
2006, as amended (MLC 2006, as amended), of the International Labour Organization. 
 
That Executive Decree No. 86 of February 22nd, 2013, as amended by Executive Decree No. 160 of March 
3rd, 2021, regulated the aforementioned convention, establishing the provisions for its application, adopting 
in this regard updated regulations contained in previous international conventions and recommendations on 
Maritime Labour. 
 
That the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 
1978, as amended (1978 STCW Convention, as amended), in its Article 1, on General Obligations under 
the Convention, establishes that the Parties undertake to promulgate all laws, decrees, orders and 
regulations, and to take all other steps which may be necessary to give the Convention full and complete 
effect, so as to ensure that, from the point of view of safety of life and property at sea and the protection of 
the marine environment, seafarers on board ships are qualified and fit for their duties. 
 
That Article VI of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, establishes that the certificates of master, 
officer or rating are to be issued when the candidates meet the necessary requirements regarding seagoing 
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service, age, physical aptitude, training, competence and exams according to what is established in the 
Annex of the Convention.       
 
That through Resolution J.D. No. 076-2020 dated October 8th, 2020 and its amendments, the Board of 
Directors of the Panama Maritime Authority, approved the national standards for the training, certification 
and watchkeeping of seafarers working on board seagoing vessels, in compliance with the provisions 
imposed by the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, including, that related to Regulation I/9 and Section 
I/9, which establishes that each State Party shall establish standards of medical fitness for seafarers and 
procedures for issuing medical certificates, in addition to ensuring that those responsible for evaluating the 
medical fitness of seafarers are medical practitioners recognized by each State Party to perform medical 
examinations of seafarers.  
 
In accordance with the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping 
for Seafarers, 1978, as amended (1978 STCW Convention, as amended) of the International Maritime 
Organization, it is established that all seafarers holding a certificate issued under the provisions of that 
Convention and serving at sea must also hold a valid medical certificate issued in accordance with the 
provisions of Regulation I/9 and Section A-I/9 of the STCW Code. 
 
That under the Maritime Labour Convention, 2006, as amended (MLC 2006, as amended), it is established 
that seafarers shall not work on board a ship unless they hold a valid medical certificate attesting to their 
fitness to perform their duties, issued in accordance with the requirements of the International Convention 
on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, as amended (1978 STCW 
Convention, as amended). 
 
That the Guidelines on the Medical Examinations of Seafarers of the International Labour Organization and 
the International Maritime Organization, constitute a set of internationally recognized criteria to be used by 
the competent authorities to develop national standards to ensure that medical examinations are consistent 
with international requirements. 
 
That the Panama Maritime Authority continues to strengthen the training and qualification processes for 
seafarers working on board ships, and to ensure that they have the competencies, sufficiency, knowledge 
and physical aptitudes required to perform the duties, functions and capacities on board, given that the 
human factor is an issue that affects maritime safety, the safety of life at sea, as well as the protection of the 
marine environment. 
 
That it is necessary to update, adapt and implement the national legal regulations in accordance with the 
provisions and amendments of the International Conventions to which the Republic of Panama is a party, in 
order to comply with international standards, and maintain the efficiency and competitiveness of the 
Panamanian registry of ships and seafarers. 
 
That as a result of the increase in the applications of national citizens of the People's Republic of China, it is 
necessary to create a program and establish a specialized regulation for the collection and verification of 
medical certificates in the People's Republic of China.  
 
That following the principle of continuous improvement, the Panama Maritime Authority seeks to strengthen 
the process of issuance and control of technical documentation of seafarers in the People's Republic of 
China, raising safety standards in the documentation received, and in turn improve the services provided to 
the international maritime community. 
 
That Article 18, paragraphs 3, 7 and 9 of Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998, establish that the 
functions of the Board of Directors of the Panama Maritime Authority are to adopt the administrative, 
scientific and technological policies that promote and ensure the competitiveness and profitability of the 
maritime sector and the development of its human resources; to establish the organization of the Authority, 
as well as to structure, regulate, determine, fix, alter and impose rates and fees for the services provided by 
the Authority; therefore, 
 

RESOLVES: 
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FIRST:   CREATE the Program for Data Collection, Storage and Verification of 
Medical Certificates issued in the People's Republic of China, which 
aims to strengthen the process of issuance and control of technical 
documentation of seafarers who obtain their medical certificate in the 
People's Republic of China, in order to raise safety standards in the 
documentation received, and in turn, to improve the services provided to the 
international maritime community. 

 
SECOND:   TO DELEGATE to the Technical Documentation Office for Merchant Marine 

Vessels of Panama in the People's Republic of China, with headquarters in 
Shanghai and to the Consulate General of Panama in Shanghai, the power 
to capture the data contained in the medical certificates issued by the 
medical practitioners in the People's Republic of China, in the online 
database software for the capture, storage and verification of the information 
contained in the medical certificates issued in the People's Republic of 
China, which will result in the issuance of the "Certificate of Validity of 
Medical Examination". 

 
THIRD:   AUTHORIZE the Administrator of the Panama Maritime Authority, to regulate 

the Program for Data Collection, Storage and Verification of the Medical 
Certificates issued in the People's Republic of China. 

 
FOURTH:   The Program for Data Collection, Storage and Verification of Medical 

Certificate issued in the People's Republic of China, may only be executed 
through an online database software to be provided by an authorized 
provider in accordance with the provisions of Resolution J.D. No. 035-2018 
of July 27th, 2018, who shall collect the fee set for the provision of such 
service. 

 
FIFTH:   TO SET the FEE OF TWENTY BALBOAS AND 00/100 (B/.20.00), for each 

Certificate of Validity of Medical Review issued by the Technical 
Documentation Office for Merchant Marine Vessels of Panama in the 
People's Republic of China, based in Shanghai or by the Consulate General 
of Panama in Shanghai. Payment shall be made in cash, or ACH electronic 
transfer, or any other mechanism enabled for this purpose. 

 
SIXTH:   The Technical Documentation Office for Merchant Marine Vessels of 

Panama in the People's Republic of China, based in Shanghai or the 
Consulate General of Panama in Shanghai, shall pay the fee established in 
the previous article to the online database software provider authorized in 
accordance with Resolution J.D. No. 035-2018 of July 27th, 2018. 

 
SEVENTH:   Authorized external online database service providers, in turn, shall pay the 

Panama Maritime Authority the sum of FIVE BALBOAS WITH 00/100 
(B/.5.00) for each Certificate of Validity of Medical Review. Said sum shall 
be deducted from the fee indicated in article FIFTH of this resolution, which 
shall be remitted to the Panama Maritime Authority, the first five (5) working 
days of each month. 

 
EIGHTH:   AUTHORIZE the General Directorate of Seafarers to establish the necessary 

control mechanisms to ensure that the Program for Data Collection, 
Storage and Verification of Medical Certificate issued in the People's 
Republic of China is supervised and monitored in accordance with the 
provisions of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, and its STCW Code, 
the Maritime Labour Convention, 2006, as amended (MLC, 2006, as 
amended), and the present resolution.  
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NINTH:  AUTHORIZE the General Directorate General of Seafarers to establish the 
corresponding procedures so that the provisions of this resolution are 
complied with. 

 
TENTH:  This Resolution shall become effective as of its promulgation in the Official 

Gazette.                       
 
LEGAL BASIS:   
                                   Law No. 4 of May 15th, 1992. 

Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998, and its modifications.  
Law No. 2 of January 6th, 2009. 
Resolution ADM No. 148-2011 of November 18th, 2011. 
Executive Decree No. 86 of February 22nd, 2013.  
Resolution J.D. No. 035-2018 of July 27th, 2018. 
Resolution No. J.D. No. 076-2020 of October 8th, 2020 and its modifications. 
Executive Decree No. 160 of March 03rd, 2021. 

                                            
 

TO BE PUBLISHED AND COMPLIED 
 
 
Given in the city of Panama, on the twenty-ninth (29th) day of the month of June of the year two thousand 
twenty-three (2023). 
 
 
 
 
THE PRESIDENT 
 
 
 
 
Signed 
CARLOS GARCÍA MOLINO 
DEPUTY MINISTER OF THE PRESIDENCY 
 
 
 

 
 
 
THE SECRETARY 
 
 
 
 
Signed 
NORIEL ARAÚZ V. 
ADMINISTRATOR OF THE PANAMA 
MARITIME AUTHORITY 
 
 

 
 


