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RESOLUTION ADM No. 232-2022 

 

 

THE ADMINISTRATOR OF THE PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY, in use of his 

legal powers, and; 

 

WHEREAS: 

 

That by Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998 the Panama Maritime Authority is 

created, the different maritime competencies of the public administration were 

unified, and established among its functions, to recommend policies and actions, to 

excercise administrative acts, and to enforce the legal and regulatory standards 

relating to the maritime sector. 

 

That according to article 4 of Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998, states in its 

numeral 7, that the Panama Maritime Authority has the function of evaluating and 

proposing to the Executive Body and other state entities, as required, the necessary 

measures for the adoption of international treaties and conventions related to the 

activities developed within the maritime sector. 

 

That within the organic structure of the Panama Maritime Authority is the General 

Directorate of Seafarers, an administrative services body and program execution, 

whose internal operation and organization adjusts to what is specified in Decree Law 

No. 7 of February 10th, 1998, modified by Law No. 57 of August 6th, 2008 and also in 

the regulations issued in development of this.   

 

That according to number 1 of Article 33 of the aforementioned regulation, the 

General Directorate of Seafarers of the Panama Maritime Authority has among its 

functions, to enforce the valid legal standards on education, training, certification and 

watchkeeping of seafarers, in accordance with the provisions of international 

conventions ratified by the Republic of Panama. 

 

That through Law No. 4 of May 15th, 1992, the Republic of Panama approved the 

International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping 

for Seafarers, 1978, as amended (1978 STCW Convention, as amended), and 

through Resolution ADM No. 148-2011 of November 18th, 2011, the Republic of 

Panama adopted the 2010 Manila Amendments, to the 1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended, and its STCW Code, respectively. 

 

That by Law No. 2 of January 6th, 2009, the Republic of Panama ratified the Maritime 

Labour Convention, 2006, as amended (MLC 2006, as amended) of the International 

Labour Organization. 

 

That the Executive Decree No. 86 of February 22nd, 2013, modified by the Executive 

Decree No. 160 of March 3rd, 2021, regulated the aforementioned Convention, 

establishing the provisions for its application, adopting in this sense updated 

regulations included in previous international conventions and recommendations on 

maritime labour. 

 

That the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, on its Article I on General 

Obligations under the Convention, establishes that the Parties undertake to 

promulgate all laws, decrees, orders and regulations and to take all other steps which 
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may be necessary to give the Convention full and complete effect, so as to ensure 

that, from the point of view of safety of life and property at sea and the protection of 

the marine environment, seafarers on board ships are qualified and fit for their duties. 

 

That Article VI of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, establishes that the 

certificates for masters, officers or ratings shall be issued to those candidates who 

meet the requirements for service, age, medical fitness, training, qualification and 

examinations in accordance with the appropriate provisions of the Annex of the 

Convention.  

 

That in accordance with the Regulation I/9 and Section A-I/9 of the 1978 STCW 

Convention, as amended, each State Party shall establish provisions for recognizing 

medical practitioners and a register of recognized medical practitioners shall be 

maintained and made available to others Parties, companies and seafarers on 

request. 

 

That according to the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, establishes every 

seafarer holding a certificate issued under the provisions of the Convention, who is 

serving at sea, shall hold a valid medical certificate issued in accordance with the 

provisions of the Regulation I/9 and Section A-I/9 of the STCW Code.   

 

That through Resolution J.D. No. 076-2020 of October 8th, 2020, and its 

modifications, the Board of Directors of the Panama Maritime Authority approved the 

standards on training, certification and watchkeeping for seafarers who work on 

board seagoing ships in accordance with the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, 

which contains standards for the training and certification of seafarers who work on 

board seagoing ships, in compliance with the provisions established in the 1978 

STCW Convention, as amended, among them what is related to Regulation I/9 and 

Section A-I/9, which establishes that each State Party shall establish standards of 

medical fitness for seafarers and procedures for the issue of a medical certificates, 

and also shall ensure that the those responsible for assessing the medical fitness of 

seafarers are medical practitioners recognized by each State Party for the purpose of 

seafarer medical examinations.       

 

That according to the Maritime Labour Convention, 2006, as amended (MLC 2006, 

as amended), of the International Labour Organization, ratified by the Republic of 

Panama, by Law No. 2 of January 6th, 2009, seafarers shall not work on board a ship 

unless they are certified as medically fit to perform their duties, and shall be accepted 

all medical certificates issued according to the requirements of the 1978 STCW 

Convention, as amended; in accordance with the provisions of Regulation I/9 and 

Section A-I/9 of the STCW Code.  

  

That in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 4 of Standard A1.2 of the 

Maritime Labour Convention, 2006, as amended (MLC 2006, as amended) the 

medical certificate shall be issued by a duly qualified medical practitioner recognized 

by the competent authority to issue such certificate. 

 

That through Resolution J. D. No. 058-2021 of August 26th, 2021 and Resolution 

ADM No. 185-2021 of September 20th, 2021, the Panama Maritime Authority, 

regulated the procedure by which the previous medical examination is established as 
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a requirement for all seafarers working on board a Panamanian merchant marine 

vessel, in addition the procedure to recognize and authorize medical practitioners to 

issue medical certificates for seafarers working on board Panamanian flag vessels is 

established.  

 

That the Panama Maritime Authority continues strengthening the training and 

certification processes for seafarers who work on board ships, and ensuring they 

have the competences, proficiencies, knowledge and medical fitness required to 

perform the tasks, functions and positions on board, the human element is a factor 

that affects maritime safety, safety of life at sea, as well as the protection of the 

marine environment. 

 

That due to the high volume of technical documentation procedures of officers and 

seafarers working on board Panamanian flag vessels, it is necessary to have an 

online database software to perform the issuance, storage and verification the 

information contained in the medical certificates issued to seafarers, by recognized 

medical practitioners domiciled in the Republic of Panama by the Panama Maritime 

Authority. 

 

That for the Maritime Administration of the Republic of Panama, it is important to 

meet the existing needs related to the issuance of medical certificates made by 

recognized medical practitioners domiciled in the Republic of Panama, by virtue of 

the authority conferred by the General Directorate of Seafarers of the Panama 

Maritime Authority, in order to fully comply with the provisions of the 1978 STCW 

Convention, as amended and the Maritime Labour Convention, 2006, as amended. 

 

That article 24 of Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998, as modified by article 185 

of Law No. 57 of August 6th, 2008, establishes that the Administrator performs the 

Legal Representation of the Panama Maritime Authority.   

 

That due to what is established on Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998, 

modified by article 186 of Law No. 57 of August 6th, 2008, which establishes that the 

Administrator has among his functions, the issuance resolutions related to the 

operation and services provided by the Authority, hence;   

 

RESOLVED: 

  

FIRST:  APPROVE the Regulations that regulate the use of the Online 

Database Software of Medical Certificates of the Panama 

Maritime Authority for the issuance, storage and verification of 

the information contained in the medical certificates issued to 

seafarers, which shall be for the exclusive use of medical 

practitioners recognized by the Panama Maritime Authority 

domiciled in the Republic of Panama.  

                           

SECOND:  ESTABLISH that the recognized medical practitioners domiciled 

in the Republic of Panama are obliged to use the Online 

Database Software of Medical Certificates of the Panama 

Maritime Authority for the issuance, storage and verification of 
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the information contained in the medical certificates of the 

seafarers.  

 

THIRD:  For the purposes of these Regulations and unless otherwise 

expressly provided, the following definitions shall apply: 

1. Password: It is a secret series of characters that allows the 

user to have access to a file, a computer or a program. 

2. Equipment: Any device including interconnected systems or 

subsystems of equipment, software and networks, used or to 

be used by the provider to render the services. 

3. Personal Information: Information stored about an 

identifiable individual, which has been collected or created by 

the Panama Maritime Authority's online medical certificate 

database software, which is considered sensitive and 

confidential. 

4. Material: Material produced or material received. 

5. Material produced: Files, software and other material, 

whether complete or not, that has been produced by the 

Panama Maritime Authority. 

6. Material received: Files, software and other material, 

whether complete or not, that is received by the Panama 

Maritime Authority. 

7. Authorized Medical practitioner: Medical practitioner 

qualified to practice medicine, accredited by the Panama 

Maritime Authority to perform medical examinations and 

issue medical certificates. 

8. Software: Computer system, which includes all the 

necessary components that make it possible to perform tasks 

related to the issuance, storage and verification of medical 

certificates issued in accordance with the International 

Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and 

Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, as amended (1978 

STCW Convention, as amended) and its STCW Code; and 

the Maritime Labour Convention, 2006, as amended (MLC 

2006, as amended). 

 

FOURTH:  Medical practitioners recognized in the Republic of Panama to 

issue medical certificates for seafarers, must issue the medical 

certificates and store the information contained in the certificates 

through the Online Database Software of Medical Certificates of 

the Panama Maritime Authority. 

 

FIFTH:  The General Directorate of Seafarers, through the Maritime 

Labour Affairs Department, shall provide the medical practitioner 

recognized in the Republic of Panama with a user account and 

password to access the Online Database Software of Medical 

Certificates of the Panama Maritime Authority. 

 

SIXTH:  The user account and password for access to the Online 

Database Software for Medical Certificates of the Panama 
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Maritime Authority shall remain in effect as long as the medical 

practitioner maintains his recognition to issue medical certificates 

for seafarers in the Republic of Panama. 

 

SEVENTH:  The medical practitioners recognized in the Republic of Panama 

to issue medical certificates through the Online Database 

Software for Medical Certificates of the Panama Maritime 

Authority, shall be obliged during the term of their recognition to: 

1. Maintain and guard the confidentiality of the user account 

and access password assigned by the competent units, and 

may not disclose the same to third parties under any 

circumstances. 

2. Be responsible for protecting your user account, password 

and data from any unauthorized access.  

3. Immediately communicate any unauthorized access to the 

user account or data by the affected user to the Maritime 

Labour Affairs Department of the General Directorate of 

Seafarers, by e-mail to medicals@amp.gob.pa, so that in 

coordination with the IT and Telecommunications Unit of the 

Panama Maritime Authority, the respective security 

measures may be taken. 

4. Not to perform unauthorized access to the code or data of 

other users. 

5. Respect the confidential nature of data or any other 

information that may come into their possession, either as 

part of the performance of their work or by accident. 

6. To assume all responsibility derived from the use of the 

user's account other than their own, will fall on the user to 

whom the improperly used code corresponds.   

7. To safeguard the information that he/she registers. 

8. Immediately notify the Panama Maritime Authority when 

security breaches occur, such as unauthorized access, 

collection, use, disclosure, alteration or deletion of 

information, including unauthorized access to software and 

equipment.  

 

EIGHTH:  Medical practitioners recognized in the Republic of Panama must 

pay the Panama Maritime Authority the fee established in the 

applicable regulations in force for the issuance of each medical 

certificate. 

 

NINTH:  The medical practitioners recognized in the Republic of Panama 

shall be responsible for the veracity and authenticity of the 

information included in the Online Database Software of Medical 

Certificates of the Panama Maritime Authority and shall be 

subject administratively and/or criminally to the legislation in 

force in the Republic of Panama. 

 

TENTH:  The medical practitioners recognized in the Republic of Panama 

shall be subject to the application of administrative and/or 
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pecuniary sanctions established in the legislation in force of the 

Republic of Panama, in case of infraction or noncompliance with 

this Resolution, or with the provisions contemplated in the 1978 

STCW Convention, as amended and its STCW Code, Maritime 

Labour Convention, 2006, as amended (MLC 2006, as 

amended), and in the national regulations in force and applicable 

by the Panama Maritime Authority. 

   

ELEVENTH:  The Panama Maritime Authority may cancel the user account 

and password for access to the Online Database Software of 

Medical Certificates of the Panama Maritime Authority, granted to 

a recognized medical practitioner in the following cases: 

1. When the medical practitioner's recognition granted by the 

Panama Maritime Authority is revoked or suspended. 

2. When it is determined that the recognized medical 

practitioner does not comply with the provisions of the 

present resolution.  

3. When the medical practitioner ceases to render the service 

for which he/she was authorized. 

4. When the provisions and guidelines issued by the General 

Directorate of Seafarers are not complied with. 

5. Any other situation or case in which the General Directorate 

of Seafarers considers that it contravenes the present 

resolution and national and international regulations in force. 

6. Any other circumstance not pre-established by the 

regulations in force that, in the opinion of the Authority, 

should be appreciated. 

 

TWELFTH:  AUTHORIZE the General Directorate of Seafarers, to establish 

the necessary control mechanisms to ensure that the issuance, 

storage and verification of the information contained in the 

medical certificates issued to seafarers by medical practitioners 

recognized by the Panama Maritime Authority in the Republic of 

Panama, is administered, supervised and monitored, in 

accordance with the provisions of the 1978 STCW Convention, 

as amended and its STCW Code, the Maritime Labour 

Convention, 2006, as amended (MLC 2006, as amended), and 

the present resolution. 

 

THIRTEENTH:  AUTHORIZE the General Directorate of Seafarers to establish 

the corresponding procedures so that the provisions of this 

resolution are complied with. 

 

FOURTEENTH:  This Resolution shall become effective as of November 1st, 2022. 

 

LEGAL BASIS:  Law No. 4 of May 15th, 1992. 

Law No. 2 of January 6th, 2009. 

Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998, and its modifications. 

Executive Decree No. 86 of February 22nd, 2013, and its 

modifications. 
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Resolution J.D. No. 076-2020 of October 8th, 2020, and its 

modifications. 

Resolution J.D. No. 058-2021 of August 26th, 2021. 

Resolution ADM No.148-2011 of November 18th, 2011. 

Resolution ADM No.185-2021 of September 20th, 2021. 

       

 

TO BE PUBLISHED AND COMPLIED 

 

Given in the City of Panama, Republic of Panama, on the seventeenth (17th) day of 

the month of June of two thousand twenty-two (2022). 

 

 

 

Signed         Signed 

NORIEL ARAÚZ V.        ILDEFONSO SUIRA FRANCO 

ADMINISTRATOR OF THE       DIRECTOR IN CHARGE OF THE OFFICE 

PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY  OF LEGAL ADVISING ACTING AS 

OFFICE SECRETARY  

 

 

  
NAV/ISF/mg 


