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RESOLUTION ADM No. 244-2023 

 

 

THE ADMINISTRATOR OF THE PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY, in use of his legal 

powers, and 

 

WHEREAS: 

 

 

That by Decree Law No. 7 of February 10
th
, 1998 the Panama Maritime Authority is created, 

the different maritime competencies of the public administration were unified, and 

established among its functions, to recommend policies and actions, to excercise 

administrative acts, and to enforce the legal and regulatory standards relating to the 

maritime sector. 

 

That within the organic structure of the Panama Maritime Authority is the General 

Directorate of Seafarers, an administrative services body and program execution, whose 

internal operation and organization adjusts to what is specified in Decree Law No. 7 of 

February 10
th
, 1998, modified by Law No. 57 of August 6

th
, 2008 and also in the regulations 

issued in development of this.   

 

That according to number 1 of Article 33 of Decree Law No. 7 of February 10
th
, 1998, the 

General Directorate of Seafarers of the Panama Maritime Authority has among its functions, 

to enforce the valid legal standards on education, training, certification and watchkeeping of 

seafarers, in accordance with the provisions of the International Convention on Standards of 

Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers of 1978, as amended (1978 STCW 

Convention, as amended). 

 

That through Law No. 4 of May 15
th
, 1992, the Republic of Panama approved the 

International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for 

Seafarers, 1978, as amended (1978 STCW Convention, as amended), and through 

Resolution ADM No. 148-2011 of November 18
th
, 2011, the Republic of Panama adopted 

the 2010 Manila Amendments, to the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, and its STCW 

Code, respectively. 

 

That according to Regulation I/9 and Section A-I/9 of the 1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended, each Party State shall develop standards of medical fitness for seafarers, as well 

as procedures for issuing medical certificates, to ensure that the medical fitness of seafarers 

be assessed by responsible practitioners, duly qualified and recognized by each Party State 

to carry out medical medical examinations of seafarers.    

 

That according to the Maritime Labour Convention, 2006, as amended (MLC 2006, as 

amended), of the International Labour Organization, ratified by the Republic of Panama, by 

Law No. 2 of January 6
th
, 2009, seafarers shall not work on board a ship unless they are 

certified as medically fit to perform their duties, and shall be accepted all medical certificates 

issued according to the requirements of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended; in 

accordance with the provisions of Regulation I/9 and Section A-I/9 of the STCW Code.  

 

That the Executive Decree No. 86 of February 22
nd

, 2013, modified by the Executive Decree 

No. 160 of March 3
rd

, 2021, regulated the Maritime Labour Convention, 2006, as amended, 

establishing the provisions for its application, adopting in this sense updated regulations 

included in previous international conventions and recommendations on maritime labour. 

 

That the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, on its Article I on General Obligations under 

the Convention, establishes that the Parties undertake to promulgate all laws, decrees, 
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orders and regulations and to take all other steps which may be necessary to give the 

Convention full and complete effect, so as to ensure that, from the point of view of safety of 

life and property at sea and the protection of the marine environment, seafarers on board 

ships are qualified and fit for their duties. 

 

That Article VI of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, establishes that the certificates 

for masters, officers or ratings shall be issued to those candidates who meet the 

requirements for service, age, medical fitness, training, qualification and examinations in 

accordance with the appropriate provisions of the Annex of the Convention.  

 

That through Resolution J.D. No. 076-2020 of October 8
th
, 2020, and its modifications, the 

Board of Directors of the Panama Maritime Authority approved the standards on training, 

certification and watchkeeping for seafarers who work on board seagoing ships in 

accordance with the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, among them what is related to 

Regulation I/9 and Section A-I/9, which establishes that each Party shall establish standards 

of medical fitness for seafarers and procedures for the issue of a medical certificates, and 

also shall ensure that the those responsible for assessing the medical fitness of seafarers 

are medical practitioners recognized by each Party for the purpose of seafarer medical 

examinations.       

 

That according to paragraph 4 of Section A-I/9 of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, 

all Parties shall establish provisions for recognizing medical practitioners, which shall be 

made available to other Parties, companies and seafarers on request. 

 

That in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 4 of Standard A1.2 of the Maritime 

Labour Convention, 2006, the seafarers' medical certificate shall be issued by a duly 

qualified medical practitioner recognized by the competent authority to issue such certificate. 

 

That due to the high volume of seafarer's license procedures that are managed in the 

People's Republic of China, it is necessary to establish a specialized regulation that 

establishes the procedure for the Panama Maritime Authority to verify the validity of the 

medical certificates issued in the People's Republic of China.  

 

That by Resolution ADM No. 119-2023 of May 2
nd

, 2023, the procedure for the recognition 

of qualified medical practitioners to issue medical certificates for seafarers in the People's 

Republic of China was established and the General Directorate of Seafarers was authorized 

to establish the implementation process for the recognition of qualified medical practitioners 

to issue medical certificates for seafarers in the People's Republic of China, by geographic 

area. 

 

That by Resolution J.D. 040 of June 29
th
, 2023, the Program for Data Collection, Storage 

and Verification of Medical Certificates issued in the People's Republic of China is created, 

which aims to strengthen the process of issuance and control of technical documentation for 

seafarers who obtain their medical certificate in the People's Republic of China, raising 

safety standards in the documentation received and in turn improves the services provided 

to the international maritime community. 

 

That with the creation of the program for the collection and verification of medical certificates 

in the People's Republic of China, the Panama Maritime Authority seeks to strengthen the 

process of issuance and control of technical documentation of seafarers in the People's 

Republic of China, raising safety standards in the documentation received and in turn 

improving the services provided to the international maritime community. 
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That following the principle of continuous improvement, it is important for this Maritime 

Administration to constantly analyze the regulations implemented and verify their 

effectiveness, therefore, it is necessary to subrogate Resolution ADM No. 119-2023 of May 

2
nd

, 2023, in order to comply with international standards, and maintain the efficiency and 

competitiveness of the Panamanian registry of ships and seafarers. 

 

That article 24 of Decree Law No. 7 of February 10
th
, 1998, as modified by article 185 of 

Law No. 57 of August 6
th
, 2008, establishes that the Administrator performs the Legal 

Representation of the Panama Maritime Authority.   

 

That due to what is established on Decree Law No. 7 of February 10
th
, 1998, modified by 

article 186 of Law No. 57 of August 6
th
, 2008, which establishes that the Administrator has 

among his functions, the issuance resolutions related to the operation and services provided 

by the Authority, hence;   

 

RESOLVES: 

 

FIRST:  APPROVE the regulations of the Program for the Collection, 

Storage and Verification of Medical Certificates issued in the 

People's Republic of China, which shall have the objective of 

determining the veracity and authenticity of the medical certificate 

and the data contained in the medical certificates issued by 

medical practitioners in the People's Republic of China, which shall 

consist of a preliminary verification of the document issued of 

mandatory compliance for all seafarers who obtain their medical 

certificate in the People's Republic of China, in order to process 

technical documentation for seafarers before the Panama Maritime 

Authority. 

 

SECOND:  For the purposes of the present program covered by this 

resolution, the following shall be understood as Authorized Data 

Collection Center:  

1. The Technical Documentation Office for Merchant Marine 

Vessels of Panama in the People's Republic of China, 

headquartered in Shanghai, and  

2. The Consulate General of the Republic of Panama in Shanghai, 

People's Republic of China. 

 

THIRD:  ESTABLISH that the process of collecting, storage and verification 

the information contained in the medical certificates issued in the 

People's Republic of China may only be carried out through an 

online database software to be provided by any provider that is 

authorized in accordance with Resolution J.D. No 035-2018 of July 

27
th
, 2018. 

 

FOURTH:  ESTABLISH that each online database software provider 

authorized in accordance with Resolution J.D. No. 035-2018 of 

July 27
th
, 2018, who wishes to provide the services of online 

database software provider to collect, store and verify the 

information contained in the medical certificates issued in the 

People's Republic of China and issue the Medical Review 

Verification Certificate, shall submit an application by Memorial 
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addressed to the General Director of Seafarers. Authorization shall 

be granted by means of a reasoned resolution.  

 

FIFTH: ESTABLISH that any online database software provider authorized 

in accordance with Resolution J.D. No. 035-2018 of July 27
th
, 

2018, who wishes to provide the services of online database 

software provider to collect, store and verify the information 

contained in the medical certificates issued in the People's 

Republic of China and issue the Medical Review Verification 

Certificate, must provide together with the application Memorial, 

the Manual of Use of the Program for Collection, Storage and 

Verification of Medical Certificates issued in the People's 

Republic of China, to be used by the Authorized Data Collection 

Centers, which must have as a mandatory requirement, verification 

of the validity and authenticity of the medical certificate before the 

Maritime Safety Administration of the People's Republic of China 

(MSA), including documentary evidence of the verification on the 

official website of the Maritime Safety Administration of the 

People's Republic of China (MSA) or the response received via e-

mail from the Maritime Safety Administration of the People's 

Republic of China (MSA), in case the verification on the official 

website has not been possible. 

 

 The Manual of Use of the Program for Collection, Storage and 

Verification of Medical Certificates issued in the People's 

Republic of China will be evaluated by the Maritime Labour Affairs 

Department and the Certification Department of the General 

Directorate of Seafarers, which must comply with this requirement 

in order to grant authorization to the applicant. 

 

SIXTH:  ESTABLISH that the authorization granted to any online database 

software provider for the collection, storage and verification of the 

information contained in the medical certificates issued in the 

People's Republic of China and the issuance of the Medical 

Review Verification Certificate shall be granted for the same 

duration of its authorization as an authorized online database 

software provider. 

 

The authorization granted in accordance with the preceding 

paragraph, may not exceed the duration of the term of the 

authorization as an external online database software provider 

granted in accordance with Resolution J.D. No. 035-2018 of July 

27
th
, 2018. 

 

SEVENTH: The Program for the Collection, Storage and Verification of Medical 

Certificates in the People's Republic of China shall be executed by 

the Technical Office of Documentation of Panama Merchant 

Marine Vessels in the People's Republic of China, headquartered 

in Shanghai, and the Consulate General of the Republic of 

Panama in Shanghai, People's Republic of China, as Authorized 

Data Collection Centers, which shall consist of verifying the validity 

and authenticity of the medical certificate and capturing the 

information contained in the medical certificate issued by the 
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medical practitioners of the People's Republic of China, and 

issuing the Medical Review Verification Certificate, which is 

established as a requirement previous to the process of capturing 

the requirements of the application for the corresponding seaman´s 

book in the Seafarers' Automated Application System (SAA). 

  

EIGHTH:  ESTABLISH that the functions of the Authorized Data Collection 

Centers shall entail the verification of the document issued by the 

medical practitioner of the People's Republic of China to determine 

if the medical certificate complies with all the requirements for its 

granting, including that its format and requirements are in 

accordance with the provisions of Regulation A-I/9 of the 1978 

STCW Convention, as amended and Section A-I/9 of the STCW 

Code, for which it must: 

1. Verify the validity and authenticity of the medical certificate with 

the Maritime Safety Administration of the People's Republic of 

China (MSA). 

2. Maintain a record of documentary evidence of the verification 

response on the official website of the Maritime Safety 

Administration of the People's Republic of China (MSA) or the 

response received via e-mail from the Maritime Safety 

Administration of the People's Republic of China (MSA), in the 

case that verification on the official website was not possible. 

3. Verify that the certificate has been issued by a recognized 

medical practitioner in the People's Republic of China 

authorized to issue medical certificates for seafarers.  

 

Once the above is verified, the Authorized Data Collection Centers 

shall issue through the online database software the document 

called Medical Review Verification Certificate. 

 

NINTH: ESTABLISH that both the medical certificate issued by the medical 

practitioners in the People's Republic of China and the Medical 

Review Verification Certificate issued through the online database 

software must be collected at the time of entering the application 

requirements for the corresponding position in the Seafarers' 

Automated Application System (SAA), for the application to be then 

evaluated by the Regional Documentation Office or the 

Certification Department, who will verify that the application meets 

the requirements for the issuance of the technical documentation 

for seafarers.  

 

TENTH:  The format in digital version of the Certificate of Validity of Medical 

Verification to be issued by the Authorized Data Collection 

Centers, shall indicate at least the following: 

1. Name of the Data Collection Center that issues the Certificate of 

Verification of Medical Review. 

2. Consecutive number of the certification.  

3. Applicant's full name and personal identification number.  

4. Date and place of issuance of the medical certificate issued in 

the People's Republic of China. 

5. Name of the qualified medical practitioner.  

6. Details of the seafarer's physical fitness.  
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7. Name and digital signature of the officer who performs the data 

collection. 

 

ELEVENTH: The Authorized Data Collection Centers that issue the Certificate of 

Verification of Medical Review are obliged to: 

1. Not to transfer the delegated authority to a third party. 

2. To render the service in a regular, continuous, efficient, uniform 

and reliable manner.  

3. To inform the Panama Maritime Authority of any finding or 

anomaly found during the process of verification of the medical 

certificate of the People's Republic of China.  

4. To inform the Panama Maritime Authority when, for any reason, 

it cannot continue providing the service.  

 

TWELFTH:  COMMUNICATE to all the Consulates General of the Republic of 

Panama, as well as the Regional Documentation Offices, that the 

Medical Review Verification Certificate, is established as a 

previous and mandatory requirement within the process of issuing 

licenses for seafarers who present a medical certificate issued in 

the People's Republic of China and who apply to obtain a technical 

documentation before the Panama Maritime Authority, who work or 

wish to work on board Panamanian flag vessels.  

 

THIRTEENTH: INFORM all Consulates General of the Republic of Panama, as 

well as the Regional Documentation Offices, that the Medical 

Review Verification Certificate does not replace their obligation to 

perform the verification of the medical certificate provisions in 

accordance with Regulation I/9 and Section A-I/9 of the 

International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification 

and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, as amended (1978 STCW 

Convention, as amended), nor, the obligation to comply with the 

administrative and technical documentary requirements 

established by the Panama Maritime Authority. 

 

FOURTEENTH:  ESTABLISH that only Medical Review Verification Certificates 

issued through an online database software provided by a provider 

authorized by the Panama Maritime Authority shall be accepted.  

Any application for technical documentation by seafarers holding a 

medical certificate issued in the People's Republic of China before 

the Panama Maritime Authority that does not comply with this 

requirement shall be qualified as deficient. 

 

FIFTEENTH:  The Panama Maritime Authority shall adopt temporary measures to 

facilitate and expedite the adoption of the procedures established 

in this resolution. 

 

SIXTEENTH: The present Resolution subrogates Resolution ADM No. 119-2023 

of May 2
nd

, 2023, and other provisions that are contrary to it. 

 

SEVENTEENTH: This Resolution shall become effective as of its publication in the 

Official Gazette of the Republic of Panama.  

 

LEGAL BASIS: Law No. 2 of January 6
th
, 2009. 
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Law No. 4 of May 15

th
, 1992. 

Decree Law No. 7 of February 10
th
, 1998, and its modifications. 

Executive Decree No. 86 of February 22
nd

, 2013, modified by 

Executive Decree No. 160 of March 3
rd

, 2021. 

Resolution J.D. No. 076-2020 of October 8
th
, 2020, and its 

modifications. 

Resolution No. 148-2011 of November 18
th
, 2011. 

Resolution J.D. No. 035-2018 of July 27
th
, 2018. 

Resolution J.D. No. 040-2023 of June 29
th
, 2023. 

 

                                          

TO BE PUBLISHED AND COMPLIED WITH 
     
Given in the city of Panama, on the sixteenth (16

th
) day of the month of October of the year 

two thousand twenty-three (2023). 
 
 
 
 
Signed       Signed 
NORIEL ARAÚZ V.      ILDEFONSO SUIRA FRANCO 
ADMINISTRATOR OF THE PANAMA    DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF THE  
MARITIME AUTHORITY                                       OFFICE OF LEGAL ADVISING,                    

ACTING AS SECRETARY OF THE 
OFFICE 

 
 
  
  
NAV/ISF/icm.  

 


