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 RESOLUTION J.D. No. 030-2022 
 
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY, in use of its legal powers, 
conferred by Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998,  
 

WHEREAS: 
 
That this resolution was adopted by the Board of Directors of the Panama Maritime Authority at its Session 
N°009-2022, held on July 07th, 2022, after evaluating the elements brought to its knowledge. 
 
That through Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998, the Panama Maritime Authority was created, 
unifying the different maritime competencies of the public administration, and establishing that its functions 
include recommending policies and actions, exercising administrative acts, and enforcing the legal and 
regulatory standards related to the maritime sector. 
 
That within the organic structure of the Panama Maritime Authority is the General Directorate of Seafarers, 
an agency of administrative services and program execution, whose operation and internal organization is 
in accordance with the provisions of Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998, as modified by Law No. 57 of 
August 6th, 2008, as well as the regulations issued in development thereof. 
 
That according to numeral 1 of Article 33 of the aforementioned regulation, one of the functions of the 
General Directorate of Seafarers of the Panama Maritime Authority is to enforce the legal regulations in 
force on education, training, certification and watchkeeping of seafarers, in accordance with the provisions 
of international conventions ratified by the Republic of Panama. 
 
That by Law No. 4 of May 15th, 1992, the Republic of Panama became a Party to the International 
Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, as amended 
(1978 STCW Convention, as amended), and through Resolution ADM. No. 148-2011 of November 18th, 
2011, the Republic of Panama adopted the 2010 Manila Amendments made to the 1978 STCW 
Convention, as amended, and its STCW Code, respectively. 
 
That the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, in its article I, on General Obligations under the 
Convention, establishes that the Parties undertake to promulgate all laws, decrees, orders and regulations, 
and to take all other steps which may be necessary to give the Convention full and complete effect, so as to 
ensure that, from the point of view of safety of life and property at sea and the protection of the marine 
environment, seafarers on board ships are qualified and fit for their duties. 
 
That said Convention establishes in Regulation I/6, that each Party shall ensure that the training and 
assessment of seafarers, as required under the Convention, are administered, supervised and monitored in 
accordance with the provisions of section A-I/6 of the STCW Code; and those responsible for the training 
and the assessment of competence of seafarers, as required under the Convention, are appropriately 
qualified for the type and level of training or assessment involved, in accordance with the provisions of 
Section A-I/6 of the STCW Code. 
 
That said Convention establishes in Regulation I/8 that each Party shall ensure that in accordance with the 
provisions of Section A-I/8 of the STCW Code, all training, assessment of competence, certification, 
including medical certification, endorsement and revalidation activities carried out by non-governmental 
agencies or entities under its authority are continuously monitored through a quality standards system to 
ensure achievement of defined objectives, including those concerning the qualifications and experience of 
instructors and assessors; and where governmental agencies or entities perform such activities, there shall 
be a quality standard system. 
 
That Article VI of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, establishes that the certificates of master, 
officer or rating are to be issued when the candidates meet the necessary requirements regarding seagoing 
service, age, physical aptitude, training, competence and exams according to what is established in the 
Annex of the Convention.       
 
That through Resolution J.D. No. 076-2020 of October 8th, 2020 and its amendments, the Board of Directors 
of the Panama Maritime Authority approved the Standards on Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for 
Seafarers who work onboard seagoing ships in accordance with the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, 
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which contains standards for the training and certification of seafarers, in compliance with the provisions 
established in the International Convention on Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, 
as amended (1978 STCW Convention, as amended) and its STCW Code. 
 
That through Resolution ADM No. 105-2021 of June 10th, 2021, the Regulations that rule the Panama or 
foreign Maritime Training Centers, headquarters and/or branches; to whom the training of seafarers on 
behalf of the Panama Maritime Authority is delegated, were approved.  
 
That through Resolution J.D. No. 042-2020 of April 27th, 2020, the fees for the national and foreign Maritime 
Training Centers were set, in concept of authorization and approval of training programs and courses given, 
the addition of courses, the issuance of certificates of courses given by the authorized Maritime Training 
Centers, among other fees. 
 
That this Maritime Administration, has the obligation to guarantee that the training and assessment of 
seafarers is administered, supervised and monitored; and that those responsible for the training and 
assessment of seafarers are duly qualified for the corresponding type and level of training, in accordance 
with the provisions of Regulation A-I/6 of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, and Section A-I/6 of the 
STCW Code, so that seafarers working on board Panamanian flag vessels have the competencies and 
aptitude required to perform their duties; in view of the fact that the human factor is an issue that affects 
maritime safety, the safeguarding of life at sea, as well as the protection of the marine environment. 
 
That the Republic of the Philippines is a State Party to the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, and has 
demonstrated that it gives full and complete effect to the relevant provisions of the said Convention, in 
accordance with Circular MSC.1/Circ.1163 (latest revision) of the Maritime Safety Committee of the 
International Maritime Organization.   
 
That it is important to highlight that the nationals of the Republic of the Philippines represent the highest 
percentage of seafarers within the labour force of the Panamanian Registry of Ships, therefore the need 
arises to adopt rules and regulations with the purpose of ensuring competitiveness and improving the 
service to Filipino seafarers who are registered and working under the Panamanian flag vessels. 
 
That this Maritime Administration, with the purpose of maintaining the competitiveness of its services, 
consistent with the needs of the international maritime market, considers important to adopt new 
administrative provisions, related to the issuance of titles for those officers of Philippine nationality, who 
have the documentary evidence of the records of their training, the due qualification and the experience of 
their respective periods on board, as well as the documentary evidence with respect to physical fitness, 
subject to verification, evaluation and approval by the General Directorate of Seafarers, to obtain a 
certificate of competency with the Republic of Panama, with the same certificate, capacity and limitations as 
the certificate of competency issued by the Maritime Administration of the country of their nationality, and in 
compliance with the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, and its STCW Code. 
 
That Article 18, numerals 3, 7 and 9 of Decree Law No. 7 of February 10 th, 1998, establishes that the 
functions of the Board of Directors of the Panama Maritime Authority are to adopt the administrative, 
scientific and technological policies that promote and ensure the competitiveness and profitability of the 
maritime sector and the development of its human resources; to establish the organization of the Authority, 
as well as, to structure, regulate, determine, fix, alter and impose rates and fees for the services rendered 
by the Authority; therefore, 

 
RESOLVED: 

 
ARTICLE ONE: AUTHORIZE the Administrator of the Panama Maritime Authority, to regulate the 

procedure by means of which the issuance of a certificate of competency, to a 
Bridge, Engine or Electro-technical Officer national of the Republic of the 
Philippines, who is holder of a certificate of competency  in force and issued by the 
Maritime Administration of the country of his nationality, shall be managed, which 
shall be issued with the same capacity, functions and limitations of the original 
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certificate of competency, hereinafter referred to as "applicant", through the 
application of the Assessment of Competence, in accordance with the International 
Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for 
Seafarers, 1978, as amended (1978 STCW Convention, as amended) and its 
STCW Code. 

 
ARTICLE TWO:  TO SET the AUTHORIZATION FEE of TWO THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED 

BALBOAS AND 00/100 (B/.2,500.00), for the Maritime Training Centers requesting 
to be authorized by the Panama Maritime Authority, to perform the Assessment of 
Competence for the case described in article one of the present resolution, whether 
requesting authorization for the first time or renewals of the authorization. 

 
ARTICLE THREE:  TO SET the ANNUAL FEE of TWO THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED BALBOAS 

AND 00/100 (B/.2,500.00), to the Maritime Training Centers that are duly 
authorized by the Panama Maritime Authority, to perform the Assessment of 
Competence for the case described in article one of the present resolution. 

 
The first annuity shall be paid once the resolution of authorization to perform the 
Assessment of Competence granted by the Panama Maritime Authority is 
executed. 

 
From the date of execution of said resolution, the period to comply with the 
payment of the subsequent annuities shall begin to elapse, which shall be paid with 
a minimum of thirty (30) calendar days prior to the expiration of each year of 
authorization granted. 

 
ARTICLE FOURTH:  AUTHORIZE the General Directorate of Seafarers, to conduct the evaluation of the 

corresponding documentation of the application for a certificate of competency by a 
national Bridge, Engine or Electro-technical Officer of the Republic of the 
Philippines. After the documentary evaluation, the said General Directorate shall 
issue to the applicant a letter of eligibility or rejection for the certificate, as the 
case may be. 

 
The fee applicable to the evaluation of the documentation corresponding to the 
application for a certificate of competency by a Bridge, Engine or Electro-technical 
Officer of the Republic of the Philippines shall be FIVE HUNDRED BALBOAS 
WITH 00/100 (B/.500.00) and the same must be paid by the applicant directly to 
the Panama Maritime Authority. 

 
ARTICLE FIVE:  The Maritime Training Centers shall pay the Panama Maritime Authority a fee of 

FIVE HUNDRED BALBOAS WITH 00/100 (B/.500.00), for each Assessment of 
Competence carried out according to article one of this resolution. 

 
The Maritime Training Centers authorized to perform the Assessment of 
Competence, referred to in this resolution, shall charge a fee which shall not 
exceed the amount of FOUR THOUSAND BALBOAS WITH 00/100 (B/.4,000.00) 
per person. This amount shall include the fee to be paid by the Maritime Training 
Center to the Panama Maritime Authority for each Assessment of Competence 
performed. 

 
The charging of a fee higher than the one mentioned in the previous paragraph, by 
an authorized Maritime Training Center, will result in the application of 
administrative and/or pecuniary sanctions, including the revocation of the 
authorization granted by the Panama Maritime Authority, for the performance of the 
Assessment of Competence.  
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The Maritime Training Center must pay to the Panama Maritime Authority a fee of 
FIVE BALBOAS WITH 00/100 (B/.5.00) for each Certification of Assessment of 
Competence performed according to the present resolution. 

 
ARTICLE SIXTH:  AUTHORIZE the General Directorate of Seafarers to establish the necessary 

procedures to comply with the provisions of this resolution. 
 
ARTICLE SEVENTH:  This resolution shall become effective as of its publication in the Official Gazette of 

the Republic of Panama. 
  
BASIS OF LAW:   Law No. 4 of May 15th, 1992. 

Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998, as amended. 
Resolution J.D. No. 042-2020 of April 27th, 2020. 
Resolution J.D. No. 076-2020 of October 8th, 2020, as amended. 
Resolution ADM No. 148-2011 of November 18th, 2011. 

 Resolution ADM No. 105-2021 of June 10th, 2021. 
 
 

TO BE PUBLISHED AND COMPLIED WITH 
 
Given in the City of Panama, on the seventh (7th) day of the month of July of the year two thousand twenty-
two (2022). 
 
 
THE PRESIDENT     THE SECRETARY 
 
 
 
Signed     Signed 
CARLOS GARCIA MOLINO      ELVIA BUSTAVINO 
DEPUTY MINISTER OF THE PRESIDENCY ADMINISTRATOR IN CHARGE OF THE 

PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY. 
 
 
CGM/EB 


