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RESOLUTION ADM No. 077-2024 

 

 

THE ADMINISTRATOR IN CHARGE OF THE PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY, in use 

of her legal powers, and 

 

WHEREAS: 

 

That by Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998 the Panama Maritime Authority is created, 

the different maritime competencies of the public administration were unified, and 

established among its functions, to recommend policies and actions, to excercise 

administrative acts, and to enforce the legal and regulatory standards relating to the 

maritime sector. 

 

That within the organic structure of the Panama Maritime Authority is the General 

Directorate of Seafarers, an administrative services body and program execution, whose 

internal operation and organization adjusts to what is specified in Decree Law No. 7 of 

February 10th, 1998, modified by Law No. 57 of August 6th, 2008 and also in the regulations 

issued in development of this.   

 

That according to numeral 1 of Article 33 of Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998, the 

General Directorate of Seafarers of the Panama Maritime Authority, has among its 

functions, to enforce the valid legal standards on education, training, certification and 

watchkeeping of seafarers, in accordance with the provisions of the International 

Conventions ratified by the Republic of Panama.  

 

That through Law No. 4 of May 15th, 1992, the Republic of Panama approved the 

International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for 

Seafarers, 1978, as amended (1978 STCW Convention, as amended), and through 

Resolution ADM No. 148-2011 of November 18th, 2011, the Republic of Panama adopted 

the 2010 Manila Amendments, to the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, and its STCW 

Code, respectively. 

 

That the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, on its Article I, on General Obligations 

under the Convention, establishes that the Parties undertake to promulgate all laws, 

decrees, orders and regulations, and to take all other steps which may be necessary to give 

the Convention full and complete effect, so as to ensure that, from the point of view of 

safety of life and property at sea and the protection of the marine environment, seafarers on 

board ships are qualified and fit for their duties. 

 

That the aforementioned Convention establishes in Regulation I/6, that each Party shall 

ensure that the training and assessment of seafarers, as required under the Convention, 

are administered, supervised and monitored; and those responsible for the training and the 

assessment of competence of seafarers, as required under the Convention, are 

appropriately qualified for the type and level of training or assessment involved, in 

accordance with the provisions of Section A-I/6 of the STCW Code. 

 

That said Convention establishes in Regulation I/8 that each Party shall ensure that in 

accordance with the provisions of Section A-I/8 of the STCW Code, all training, assessment 

of competence, certification, including medical certification, endorsement and revalidation 

activities carried out by non-governmental agencies or entities under its authority are 

continuously monitored through a quality standards system to ensure achievement of 

defined objectives, including those concerning the qualifications and experience of 

instructors and assessors, and where governmental agencies or entities perform such 

activities, there shall be a quality system. 
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That by means of Resolution J.D. No. 055-2008 of September 18th, 2008, the Administrator 

of the Panama Maritime Authority was authorized to regulate the technical issues that are 

within the competence of this institution and that by legal disposition are not attributed to the 

General Directorates of this entity, related to the application of the international conventions 

in maritime affairs. 

 

That by Resolution J.D. No. 042-2020 of April 27th, 2020, set the fees for the national and 

non-national Maritime Training Centers for authorization and approval of training programs 

and courses imparted, addition to courses, issuance of certificates of courses imparted by 

the authorized Maritime Training Centers, among other fees.    

 

That by Resolution ADM No. 160-2016 of August 24th, 2016, the Previous Documentary 

Evaluation service is regulated as a pilot plan to be provided by the Maritime Training 

Centers recognized by the Panama Maritime Authority, which will consist of a preliminary 

review of the supporting documents for the license applications of the rating personnel, 

national from the Republic of India and Philippines, who work or wish to work on board 

Panamanian flag vessels, since these countries are the ones that process the largest 

number of seaman´s books with the Panama Maritime Authority. 

 

That through Resolution ADM No. 188-2016 of September 29th, 2016, the fifth article of 

Resolution ADM No. 160-2016 of August 24th, 2016 was modified, establishing the figure of 

the Provisional Authorization as part of the regulation of the Previous Documentary 

Evaluation service. 

 

That through Resolution ADM No. 235-2018 of December 28th, 2018, the regulation of the 

dispensation for the submission of the Previous Evaluation Certificate was established, to 

those licenses’ applications of the rating personnel, national from the Republic of India and 

the Republic of Philippines, for the cases detailed in said resolution. 

 

That by Resolution ADM No. 038-2019 of February 27th, 2019, the inclusion in the Pilot Plan 

of Previous Documentary Evaluation was approved, those licenses applications of rating 

personnel who are not forming part of the watch who work or wish to work on Panamanian 

flag vessels. 

 

That by Resolution J.D. No. 076-2020 of October 8th, 2020 and its modifications, the Board 

of Directors of the Panama Maritime Authority approved the Standards on Training, 

Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers who work on board seagoing ships in 

accordance with the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, which contains standards for 

the training and certification of seafarers, in compliance with the provisions established in 

the 1978 STCW Convention, amended and its STCW Code. 

 

That by Resolution ADM No. 105-2021 of October 11th, 2021, the regulations who regulate 

the Maritime Training Centers domiciled in the Republic of Panama or abroad and their 

branches were approved; to whom the training of seafarers is delegated on behalf of the 

Panama Maritime Authority. 

 

That by Resolution J.D. No. 003-2024 of January 18th, 2024, the Board of Directors of the 

Panama Maritime Authority, authorized the Administrator of the Panama Maritime Authority, 

to regulate the Previous Documentary Evaluation service, which consists of a preliminary 

review of the supporting documents for the seaman´s books applications of rating personnel 

to work on board Panamanian flag vessels, and who are nationals of countries that process 

the largest number of seaman´s books with the Panama Maritime Administration, to set the 
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fee for the endorsement of the Certification of Previous Documentary Evaluation, and to 

regulate the dispensation for the submission of the Certification of Previous Documentary 

Evaluation. 

 

That the General Directorate of Seafarers, continues strengthening the training and 

certification processes for seafarers who work on board ships, and ensuring they have the 

competences, proficiencies, knowledge and aptitude required to perform the tasks, functions 

and positions on board, considering that the human element is a factor that affects maritime 

safety, safety of life at sea, as well as the protection of the marine environment. 

 

That with the Previous Documentary Evaluation service, the Panama Maritime Authority 

seeks to strengthen the certification process of the rating personnel from the countries that 

process the largest number of seaman´s books with the Panama Maritime Authority and that 

work on board Panamanian flag vessels, keeping this service applicable to the rating 

personnel, national from the Republic of India, the Republic of Philippines and the Republic 

of Union of Myanmar, and incorporating the rating personnel of the Socialist Republic of 

Vietnam and the Republic of Indonesia in the scope of application of said service, offering 

higher levels of guarantee in their evaluation, and thus improve the services provided to the 

maritime industry. 

 

That since the Maritime Training Centers authorized by the Panama Maritime Authority are 

auxiliary entities for the training of seafarers working on board Panamanian flag vessels, the 

Panama Maritime Authority, through the General Directorate of Seafarers, considers that 

these are the appropriate entities to provide the services of Previous Documentary 

Evaluation.  

 

That in order to ensure the effectiveness of the Previous Documentary Evaluation services, 

the Panama Maritime Authority, deems convenient to issue a regulation that establishes the 

scope, steps and mechanisms that comprise it, so that these are the indicators that allow 

verifying the performance of the Maritime Training Centers to which this service has been 

delegated, since, the quality of these services depends on the condition of the safety of life 

at sea and of the seafarers and national rating personnel of the countries that process the 

largest number of seaman´s books with the Panama Maritime Authority and that work on 

board Panamanian flag vessels, as well as the safety of navigation and the protection of the 

marine environment.  

 

That with the regulation of the Previous Documentary Evaluation service through the 

Maritime Training Centers that maintain an authorization to provide training courses and 

programs, the Panama Maritime Authority seeks to strengthen the certification process of 

the rating personnel, national from the countries that process the largest number of 

seaman´s books with the Panama Maritime Authority and who work on board Panamanian 

flagged vessels, offering higher levels of guarantee in their evaluation, and thus improve the 

services provided by the Panama Maritime Authority to the international maritime 

community. 

 

That following the principle of continuous improvement, it is important for this Maritime 

Administration to carry out a constant analysis of the regulations implemented and verify 

their effectiveness, in attention to which, it is necessary to unify and establish in the same 

regulations the provisions that regulate the Previous Documentary Evaluation service, and 

to subrogate Resolution ADM No. 160-2016 of August 24th, 2016, Resolution ADM No. 188-

2016 of September 29th, 2016, Resolution ADM No. 235-2018 of December 28th, 2018 and 
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Resolution ADM No. 038-2019 of February 27th, 2019, respectively, considering that these 

regulate the same subject. 

 

That article 24 of Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998, as modified by article 185 of 

Law No. 57 of August 6th, 2008, establishes that the Administrator exercises the Legal 

Representation of the Panama Maritime Authority. 

  

That by virtue of what is established on Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998, modified 

by article 186 of Law No. 57 of August 6th, 2008, which establishes that the Administrator 

has among his functions, the issuance of resolutions related to the operation and services 

provided by the Authority, hence; 

 

RESOLVES: 

 

CHAPTER I 

OF THE PREVIOUS DOCUMENTARY EVALUATION 

 

FIRST: APPROVE the Regulations that regulates the Previous Documentary 

Evaluation service, which will consist of a preliminary review of the 

supporting documents for the seaman´s books applications, which is 

applicable to rating personnel, nationals from the Republic of 

India, the Republic of Philippines, the Republic of Union of 

Myanmar, the Socialist Republic of Vietnam and the Republic of 

Indonesia, who work or wish to work on board Panamanian flag 

vessels, since these countries are the ones that process the largest 

number of seaman´s books with the Panama Maritime Authority. 

 

The Previous Documentary Evaluation service for rating personnel, 

nationals from the Republic of Union of Myanmar, the Socialist Republic 

of Vietnam and the Republic of Indonesia, will be applied as soon as the 

first Maritime Training Center is authorized by the Panama Maritime 

Authority to provide this Previous Documentary Evaluation service, 

respectively in each of the countries of Myanmar, Vietnam and 

Indonesia. 

 

SECOND:  ESTABLISH that the purpose of the Previous Documentary Evaluation 

referred to in this resolution is to determine the compliance of the 

required documentation for the seaman´s books applications prior to the 

technical documentary evaluation carried out by the Regional Seafarers' 

Documentation Offices or the Certification Department of the General 

Directorate of Seafarers, as provided for in this resolution. 

 

THIRD:  AUTHORIZE the General Directorate of Seafarers of the Panama 

Maritime Authority, to delegate the Previous Documentary Evaluation 

service, to those Maritime Training Centers or branches that request to 

provide said service to rating personnel, nationals from the Republic of 

Philippines, the Republic of India, the Republic of Union of Myanmar, 

the Socialist Republic of Vietnam and the Republic of Indonesia, and 

that comply with the requirements and provisions established in the 

present resolution. 

 These Maritime Training Centers or branches shall be subject to the 

provisions of these regulations.  
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FOURTH:  ESTABLISH that the Maritime Training Centers or branches that aspire 

to be authorized to carry out the Previous Documentary Evaluation, 

referred to in the present resolution, are obliged to: 

1. Be duly authorized as a Maritime Training Center to provide training 

courses and programs to the seafarers, by the Panama Maritime 

Authority, 

2. Be located in the Republic of Philippines, the Republic of India, the 

Republic of Union of Myanmar, the Socialist Republic of Vietnam or 

the Republic of Indonesia, and 

3. Provide the Previous Documentary Evaluation service, to rating 

personnel, nationals from the Republic of Philippines, the Republic of 

India, the Republic of Union of Myanmar, the Socialist Republic of 

Vietnam and the Republic of Indonesia, respectively.  

 

FIFTH:  ESTABLISH that the General Directorate of Seafarers of the Panama 

Maritime Authority shall delegate by means of a reasoned resolution, to 

the Maritime Training Centers or branches that maintain an 

authorization to provide training courses and programs to the seafarers, 

the function of providing the Previous Documentary Evaluation service, 

and issue the respective certification as proof of compliance on behalf of 

the Panama Maritime Authority, in accordance with the national and 

international standards and the requirements indicated in these 

regulations.  

 

SIXTH: ESTABLISH that the Previous Documentary Evaluation to be carried 

out by the Maritime Training Centers or authorized branches in 

accordance with the provisions of this resolution, shall consist of 

reviewing the supporting documentation for the seaman´s books 

applications, which is applicable to rating personnel, nationals from the 

Republic of India, the Republic of Philippines, the Republic of Union of 

Myanmar, the Socialist Republic of Vietnam and the Republic of 

Indonesia, who work or wish to work on board Panamanian flag vessels, 

before the application is submitted to the Merchant Marine Private 

Consulates, Auxiliary Registry Offices or Merchant Marine Vessel 

Documentation Technical Offices authorized respectively, through the 

Seafarers Automated Application System (SAA), to be subsequently 

sent through said SAA System to the Regional Documentation Office or 

the Certification Department of the General Directorate of Seafarers, 

who shall verify that the application complies with the requirements for 

the issuance of a seaman´s books, as applicable. 

 

SEVENTH: ESTABLISH that the functions of the Maritime Training Centers or 

branches authorized pursuant to the provisions of this resolution, shall 

imply that these shall verify that the applicant complies with all the 

requirements for obtaining the seaman´s books related to said position, 

including the administrative requirements, technical requirements, letter 

of experience or other document that demonstrates that he/she complies 

with the standards of competences and aptitudes for the position for 

which he/she aspires; as well as any other requirement for the 

qualification established by the General Directorate of the Seafarers of 

the Panama Maritime Authority. 
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Once the above paragraph has been verified, the Maritime Training 

Center or branch authorized in accordance with the provisions of this 

resolution, shall issue the document called Certification of Previous 

Documentary Evaluation, certifying that all supporting documentation 

provided by the applicant has been verified.  

 

 

CHAPTER II 

AUTHORIZATION OF MARITIME TRAINING CENTERS OR BRANCHES TO PROVIDE 

THE PREVIOUS DOCUMENTARY EVALUATION SERVICE 

 

EIGHTH:  For the purposes of these Regulations and unless otherwise expressly 

provided, the following definitions shall apply:  

1. Certification Audit: That required for the authorization of a Maritime 

Training Center or branch to provide the Previous Documentary 

Evaluation service referred to in this resolution, for the first time or for 

a new permanent authorization, and which is performed on site by the 

Panama Maritime Authority. 

2. Monitoring Audit: On-site follow-up performed to the authorized 

Maritime Training Centers or branches, after the permanent 

authorization has been granted to provide the Previous Documentary 

Evaluation service referred to in this resolution, and when the General 

Directorate of Seafarers determines it necessary. 

3. Authorization: Recognition granted to a Maritime Training Center or 

branch, which may be provisional or permanent, according to the 

provisions set forth in this resolution. 

4. Fortuitous Event: An event arising from natural occurrences that 

could not have been foreseen by man. 

5. Force Majeure: A situation caused by acts of man, which could not 

have been resisted. 

6. Inspections: Those applicable to the on-site verification of the 

activities of the Previous Documentary Evaluation of the Maritime 

Training Center or branch office by the Panama Maritime Authority. 

7. Rating personnel: all crew members of the vessel other than the 

Master and Officers. 

 

NINTH:  ESTABLISH that these regulations shall be mandatory for all Maritime 

Training Centers or branches requesting authorization from the Panama 

Maritime Authority to provide the Previous Documentary Evaluation 

service, according to the provisions of this resolution. 

 

TENTH:  The Maritime Training Center or branch office that aspires to be 

authorized by the Panama Maritime Authority, to provide the Previous 

Documentary Evaluation service referred to in this resolution, must 

comply with and submit to the Maritime Training Department of the 

General Directorate of Seafarers, through an attorney licensed to 

practice in the Republic of Panama, the following documents and 

requirements: 

1. Request addressed to the General Directorate of the Seafarers, to be 

authorized to provide the Previous Documentary Evaluation service, 

stating the name of the Maritime Training Center or branch as it 
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appears in the public registry certificate or its equivalent in the country 

of origin; complete address; and e-mail and telephone contacts. 

2. A simple copy of the current Resolution of the Panama Maritime 

Authority authorizing it as a Maritime Training Center or branch office 

to provide maritime training courses and programs to the seafarers. 

3. Procedure manual, in digital version, implemented by the Maritime 

Training Center or branch office to perform the Previous Documentary 

Evaluation and the issuance of the Certification of Previous 

Documentary Evaluation, to rating personnel, nationals from India, 

Philippines, Myanmar, Vietnam or Indonesia, who work or wish to 

work on board Panamanian flag vessels and who process their 

seaman´s book with the Panama Maritime Authority. 

4. A simple copy of the certificate attesting the existence of a Quality 

Standards System in force. 

In the case of shipping companies, companies or groups that are 

owners or operators of five (5) or more vessels that belong to the 

Panama Ship Registry, they may submit evidence that proves the 

existence of a documented and structured quality standards system.  

5. The format in digital version of the Certification of Previous 

Documentary Evaluation to be issued, which shall indicate at least the 

following: 

a. Name of the Maritime Training Center issuing the Certification of 

Previous Evaluation. In case it is a branch, it must include the 

name of the main center and of the branch.  

b. Logo of the Maritime Training Center issuing the Certification of the 

Previous Documentary Evaluation. In case it is a branch office, it 

must include the logo of the main center and the branch office. 

c. Number and date of the Authorization resolution that recognizes it 

as a Maritime Training Center.  

d. Number and date of the Authorization Resolution recognizing the 

center as a Maritime Training Center authorized to provide the 

Previous Documentary Evaluation service. 

e. Consecutive number of the certification. 

f. Applicant's full name and personal identification number. 

g. Date and place where the Previous Documentary Evaluation was 

carried out. 

h. Date of issuance of the certification. 

i. Name and signature of the director of the Maritime Training Center 

or branch office.   

 

TENTH:  The General Directorate of Seafarers, through the Maritime Training 

Department, shall evaluate the application of any Maritime Training 

Center or branch office that aspires to be authorized to provide the 

Previous Documentary Evaluation service, in order to verify that it 

complies with the requirements established in this resolution. 

 

TWELFTH: If the application for authorization as a Maritime Training Center or 

branch, to provide the Previous Documentary Evaluation service lacks 

any of the requirements contemplated in Article TENTH of this 

resolution, the Maritime Training Department shall inform the applicant 

by e-mail or note, according to the general data established by the 

Maritime Training Center or branch office in the application referred to in 
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numeral 1 of article tenth, that he/she has sixty (60) calendar days from 

the date of sending the e-mail or note to correct or submit the missing 

documentation.   

 

After the period of sixty (60) calendar days has elapsed, if the applicant 

does not correct or submit the deficient or missing documentation, the 

application shall be ordered to be filed. 

 

At the request of a party, the Panama Maritime Authority may grant an 

extension of up to thirty (30) calendar days, for which the applicant must 

submit a request for extension, prior to the expiration of the term referred 

to in the previous paragraph, supporting the need or basis for such 

extension, which may be authorized or denied after analysis and 

verification by the Panama Maritime Authority. 

 

THIRTEENTH:  The Maritime Training Center or branch that requests authorization to 

provide the Previous Documentary Evaluation service, referred to in this 

resolution, shall be subject to mandatory certification audits, inspections 

and/or monitoring by the Panama Maritime Authority, by means of which 

it may determine, on-site, the degree of compliance with the 

requirements established in this resolution. 

 

The General Directorate of Seafarers of the Panama Maritime Authority 

shall schedule and carry out the certification audits, inspections and/or 

on-site monitoring established in the present article, within the periods it 

determines necessary. 

 

Failure by the Maritime Training Center or branch to accept the 

certification audit, inspection and/or on-site monitoring, without a duly 

proven fortuitous event or force majeure, within the periods determined 

necessary by the General Directorate of Seafarers, shall be cause for 

suspension or revocation of the authorization to provide the Previous 

Documentary Evaluation service. The suspension shall not be lifted until 

the certification audit, inspection and/or on-site monitoring is completed. 

 

FOURTEENTH: Once the application for authorization to provide the Previous 

Documentary Evaluation service has been submitted, accompanied by 

the documents detailed in article tenth of this resolution, and after it has 

complied with the documentary evaluation stage by the Maritime 

Training Department, the Director General of the Seafarers, on an 

exceptional basis, may grant to the main or branch Maritime Training 

Center by means of a reasoned resolution, prior to the on-site 

certification audit, a provisional authorization, for a period not exceeding 

six (6) months; this authorization may be extended only once for a 

period not exceeding six (6) months. 

 

 The provisional authorization and/or its extension will be granted only if 

the Maritime Training Center or branch office, is up to date with the 

payment of fees, penalties and/or any other item established by the 

Panama Maritime Authority. 
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 The extension of the provisional authorization shall be subject to the 

result of the on-site certification audit, when such audit has been carried 

out.  

 

FIFTEENTH:  Once compliance with all the established requirements has been 

verified, the General Directorate of Seafarers of the Panama Maritime 

Authority, through the Department of Maritime Training shall conduct the 

on-site audit to the Maritime Training Center or branch office, in order to 

verify compliance with the required procedures for the collection, 

analysis and custody of the documentation, required to carry out the 

Previous Documentary Evaluation.  

 

Once the audit has been carried out and the procedures have been 

verified, it may be concluded whether the Maritime Training Center or 

branch has major or minor non-conformities, or whether it complies with 

the referred procedures for the collection, analysis and custody of 

documentation.  

   

In the event that non-conformities are detected regarding the 

requirements established in this resolution for the authorization of the 

Previous Documentary Evaluation service and that affect the faithful 

compliance with the parameters and conditions under which the 

authorization was delegated, by virtue of the audits, inspections and/or 

monitoring performed, the Center shall have a maximum term of one 

hundred and twenty (120) calendar days to remedy minor non-

conformities and ninety (90) calendar days for major non-conformities 

and close the findings, as of the communication of the corresponding 

report. 

 

The documentation for the closure of the previously mentioned non-

conformities must be provided by means of a memorial addressed to the 

General Directorate of Seafarers and submitted to the Maritime Training 

Department for its respective evaluation. 

 

Failure by the Maritime Training Center or branch to close the non-

conformities within the established periods shall be cause for 

suspension or revocation of the authorization to provide the Previous 

Documentary Evaluation service by means of a reasoned resolution. 

This suspension shall not be lifted until the non-conformities are closed. 

 

SIXTEENTH:     Once the verification and documentary evaluation stages have been 

completed by the Maritime Training Department, and the respective on-

site audit, the corresponding evaluation shall be carried out by the 

Technical Training Commission, which shall issue its recommendations 

to the Director General of the Seafarers, which shall appear in the 

minutes of the corresponding meeting. 

  

SEVENTEENTH:   The permanent authorization to a Maritime Training Center or branch, to 

provide the service of Previous Documentary Evaluation, shall be issued 

by means of a reasoned resolution, which shall be for the same period 

granted in the permanent authorization as Maritime Training Center or 

branch to provide courses and/or maritime training programs, and may 
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be up to three (3) years. Said period shall include the time of the 

provisional authorization(s) granted prior to the permanent authorization. 

 

The permanent authorization to provide the Previous Documentary 

Evaluation service shall only be granted after the on-site certification 

audit has been carried out, and it has been verified that the Maritime 

Training Center or branch office satisfactorily complies with all the 

requirements established by the Panama Maritime Authority in the 

present resolution and has closed all the findings raised during the audit, 

when applicable. 

 

In no case shall a permanent authorization be issued to a Maritime 

Training Center or branch office, which maintains non-conformities that 

have not been duly corrected and closed before the Maritime Training 

Department, or that does not comply with the requirements established 

in the present resolution and in the national regulations in force. 

 

EIGHTEENTH:  The Director General of Seafarers may grant or deny an authorization to 

a Maritime Training Center or branch, for the Previous Documentary 

Evaluation service covered by this resolution, depending on the result of 

the on-site certification audit, compliance with the requirements 

established in this resolution, and in accordance with the corresponding 

procedure established by the General Directorate of Seafarers of the 

Panama Maritime Authority. 

 

NINETEENTH:  The Maritime Training Centers or branches authorized to carry out the 

Previous Documentary Evaluation, referred to in this resolution, are 

obliged to: 

1. Maintain a quality standards system for the Previous Documentary 

Evaluation. 

2. Not to delegate to third parties the functions authorized by the 

Panama Maritime Authority. 

3. Provide the service in a regular, continuous, efficient, uniform and 

reliable manner. 

4. Create a procedure to collect and analyze all information relevant to 

the activity, including keeping registry of the issued certifications and 

the documentation used to carry out the Previous Documentary 

Evaluation. These registries shall be available for a minimum period 

of five (5) years, counted from each issuance of the Previous 

Documentary Evaluation certification. 

5. Inform to the Panama Maritime Authority of any change in the 

Maritime Training Center or branch office in terms of address, 

telephone numbers, fax, e-mail, legal representative and other 

information necessary to keep the registry updated. 

6. Communicate to the Panama Maritime Authority when, for any 

reason, it is unable to continue providing the service. 

7. To keep and maintain its facilities in adequate conditions to provide 

the service. 

8. To allow periodic inspections of its facilities and approved procedures 

in order to be verified on-site and inspected at any time by the 

Panama Maritime Authority, regarding documentary evidence, 
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procedures and operational practices of the activity in compliance 

with the national regulations in force and the present resolution.  

 

TWENTIETH:  The General Directorate of Seafarers, through the Maritime Training 

Department, shall conduct inspections and monitoring of the Maritime 

Training Centers or branches, after the authorization has been granted, 

in order to verify that they continue to comply with the requirements 

established in the present resolution and the conditions under which 

they were authorized. Inspections and monitoring shall be carried out at 

any time when so determined necessary by the General Directorate of 

Seafarers. 

  

TWENTY  

FIRST:  ESTABLISH that the Maritime Training Center or branch office, must 

cover the expenses of tickets and per diem of the personnel of the 

Panama Maritime Authority that will carry out the certification audit, 

inspection and/or monitoring according to the provisions of the General 

State Budget Law in force for the fiscal period of the date of the audit, 

inspection and/or monitoring regarding the payment of per diem outside 

the country, as well as they must also coordinate the transportation of 

the auditors during the period of audit, inspection and/or monitoring. 

 

TWENTY  

SECOND: ESTABLISH that the Maritime Training Centers or branches authorized 

to provide the Previous Documentary Evaluation service, referred to in 

this resolution, must report to the Maritime Training Department, through 

the main Maritime Training Center, the certifications of the Previous 

Documentary Evaluation, immediately, once they are issued, through the 

mechanisms established by the Maritime Administration. 

 

The Maritime Training Centers or branches, through the main Maritime 

Training Center, must also submit to the Maritime Training Department, 

during the first five (5) working days of the following month, a 

consolidated monthly report, which must include all the certifications 

issued during the immediately preceding month, and make the total 

payment of the fee for the certifications issued, according to said 

consolidated monthly report. 

 

The total payment of this fee must be made at the time the consolidated 

monthly report is submitted. Failure to submit the consolidated monthly 

report and not paying the corresponding fee shall constitute a 

malpractice that may be sanctioned administratively and/or pecuniarily 

by the General Directorate of Seafarers, based on this resolution and the 

national regulations in force. 

 

The Maritime Training Centers, as well as the branches, must 

mandatorily notify through the main Maritime Training Center, to the 

Maritime Training Department, that they have not issued Previous 

Documentary Evaluation certifications for the corresponding month, 

during the first five (5) working days of the following month, when 

applicable. 
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TWENTY  

THIRD:  INFORM the Maritime Training Centers or branches authorized to 

provide the Previous Documentary Evaluation service, in accordance 

with the provisions of the corresponding Board of Directors resolution, 

that they must pay a fee of FIVE BALBOAS WITH 00/100 (B/.5.00), for 

each certification issued in accordance with the present resolution, 

itemizing the number of certifications issued and the amount to be paid, 

taking into account that the Certifications of Previous Documentary 

Evaluation issued that have not been registered and reported before the 

General Directorate of the Seafarers shall not be recognized. 

 

TWENTY  

FOURTH: Against the resolutions issued by the General Directorate of the 

Seafarers, which revoke or suspend the authorization or delegation to 

carry out the Previous Documentary Evaluation on behalf of the Panama 

Maritime Authority, an Appeal for Reconsideration may be filed before 

the Director General of the Seafarers, within five (5) working days 

following the notification, and/or an Appeal for Appeal before the 

Administrator of the Panama Maritime Authority within five (5) working 

days following the notification. Both appeals shall be granted with 

devolutive effect. 

 

TWENTY  

FIFTH:  ESTABLISH that the General Directorate of Seafarers shall impose 

sanctions to the Maritime Training Centers or branch authorized to 

provide the Previous Documentary Evaluation service, in case of non-

compliance or infraction of these Regulations or of the provisions 

contemplated in the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, and its 

STCW Code, and in the applicable national regulations in force. 

  

TWENTY  

SIXTH: PROVIDE that the General Directorate of Seafarers may impose 

administrative and/or pecuniary sanctions on the Maritime Training 

Center or branch, including measures such as the suspension or 

revocation of the authorization granted by means of a reasoned 

resolution, in the following cases: 

1. If it is determined that the Maritime Training Center or branch does 

not comply with the provisions of the current and applicable 

regulations issued by the Panama Maritime Authority or other 

regulations in force, representing a risk to maritime safety, the safety 

of life at sea and the protection of the marine environment. 

2. If it is proven that the Maritime Training Center or branch office does 

not meet or maintain the conditions and requirements, according to 

the parameters of its authorization, granted by the Panama Maritime 

Authority and the corresponding regulations. 

3. If it is proven that the Maritime Training Center or branch office 

issues certifications of Previous Documentary Evaluation, in a 

period during which it is not duly authorized by the Panama Maritime 

Authority. 

4. If the Maritime Training Center or branch office issues certifications 

at an address not authorized by the Panama Maritime Authority. 
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5. If the Maritime Training Center or branch office does not submit the 

Quality Standards System Certificate in force, in the event that said 

Certificate expires during the period of the authorization granted. 

6. If it is proven that the certifications issued by the Maritime Training 

Center or branch are not supported with sufficient evidence during 

the respective traceability. 

7. If it is proven that the Maritime Training Center or branch office is 

not duly authorized by the Panama Maritime Authority to issue 

certifications of Previous Documentary Evaluation. 

8. If the closure of non-conformities is not completed within the time 

stipulated in this resolution. 

9. When the Maritime Training Center or branch office has corrected 

and closed a major nonconformity raised during an audit, and the 

same finding is detected during the following audit process. 

10. When the Maritime Training Center, as well as the branch, through 

the main Training Center, does not report to the Maritime Training 

Department, the certifications of the Previous Documentary 

Evaluation, immediately, once they are issued. 

11. When the Maritime Training Center, as well as the branch, through 

the main Training Center, does not submit the reports of the 

certifications of Previous Documentary Evaluation issued in the time 

stipulated in this resolution. 

12. When the Maritime Training Center, as well as the branch, through 

the main Maritime Training Center, does not notify that it has not 

issued certifications of Previous Documentary Evaluation in the 

corresponding month and does not make this communication in the 

time stipulated in the present resolution. 

13. When the Maritime Training Center, as well as the branch, through 

the main Maritime Training Center, does not make the payment of 

the established fee for the certifications of Previous Documentary 

Evaluation issued in the time stipulated in this resolution. 

14. When the Maritime Training Center or branch refuses the audit, 

monitoring and/or inspection to be carried out by the General 

Directorate of Seafarers according to the present regulation and its 

procedures, without the existence of a fortuitous event or force 

majeure duly proven. 

15. When the Maritime Training Center or branch does not use the 

formats or the current version of the formats stipulated in this 

resolution. 

16. When the Maritime Training Center or branch does not comply with 

these regulations. 

17. Any other situation or case in which the General Directorate of 

Seafarers considers that contravenes the present resolution. 

18. Any other circumstance not pre-established by the regulations in 

force that, in the opinion of the Administration, should be 

appreciated. 

 

TWENTY  

SEVENTH:  The Maritime Training Centers or branches, duly authorized by the 

Panama Maritime Authority to provide the Previous Documentary 

Evaluation service, that wish to request again a permanent 

authorization, must apply six (6) months prior to the expiration of the 
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permanent authorization granted, by means of a memorial submitted by 

a suitable attorney in the Republic of Panama and providing the 

requirements established in the present resolution. 

 
TWENTY  
EIGHTH:  ESTABLISH that the provision indicated in numeral 1 of article four of 

the present resolution shall not apply to Maritime Training Centers or 

branch when: 

1. The request to provide the Previous Documentary Evaluation service 

has been submitted before the date of entry into force of this 

resolution, or 

2. The Maritime Training Center or branch maintains a valid resolution to 

provide the Previous Documentary Evaluation service, granted by the 

Panama Maritime Authority prior to the effective date of the present 

resolution. 

 

Any Maritime Training Center or branch office, that once the period of 

validity of the resolution granting the authorization to provide the 

Previous Documentary Evaluation service ends and wishes to request 

a new authorization for this service, must comply with the provisions of 

the present resolution. 

 
 

CHAPTER III 
CERTIFICATION OF THE PREVIOUS DOCUMENTARY EVALUATION 

 
TWENTY  
NINTH:  The Certification of Previous Documentary Evaluation is established as a 

prior and mandatory requirement for the processing of a seaman´s 

books before the Panama Maritime Authority, for rating personnel, 

nationals from the Republic of India, the Republic of Philippines, the 

Republic of Union of Myanmar, the Socialist Republic of Vietnam and the 

Republic of Indonesia, in accordance with the provisions of this 

resolution. 

 

THIRTIETH: ESTABLISH that all the Merchant Marine Consulates of the Republic of 

Panama, Auxiliary Registry Offices and authorized Inspectorates, as well 

as the Regional Documentation Offices, have the obligation to ensure 

that the requirement of the Certification of Previous Documentary 

Evaluation is complied with, for the processing of seaman´s books 

before the Panama Maritime Authority, for rating personnel, nationals 

from the Republic of India, the Republic of Philippines, the Republic of 

Union of Myanmar, the Socialist Republic of Vietnam and the Republic of 

Indonesia, in accordance with the provisions of the present resolution. 

 

THIRTY-FIRST:      INFORM to all the Merchant Marine Private Consulates of the Republic 

of Panama, Auxiliary Registry Offices and Technical Documentation 

Offices of Merchant Marine Vessels authorized, as well as the Regional 

Documentation Offices and the Certification Department of the General 

Directorate of Seafarers, that the Previous Documentary Evaluation 

carried out to the rating personnel, nationals from the Republic of India,, 

the Republic of Philippines, the Republic of Union of Myanmar, the 

Socialist Republic of Vietnam and the Republic of Indonesia, who apply 
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for a seaman´s book before the Panama Maritime Authority, does not 

replace their obligation to verify the documentation that supports the 

applications regarding the minimum standards of competence and 

aptitudes of the position for which they aspire, stipulated in the 1978 

STCW Convention, as amended, and its STCW Code, as well as the 

obligation to comply with the administrative and technical documentary 

requirements established for the certification by the Panama Maritime 

Authority. 

 

 

CHAPTER IV 

DISPENSATION OF THE CERTIFICATION OF PREVIOUS DOCUMENTARY 

EVALUATION 

 

THIRTY  

SECOND: ESTABLISH that the General Directorate of Seafarers, on an 

exceptional basis, may dispense the submission of the Certification of 

Previous Documentary Evaluation referred to in this resolution, to 

seaman´s books applications for rating personnel from the Republic of 

India, the Republic of Philippines, the Republic of Union of Myanmar, the 

Socialist Republic of Vietnam and the Republic of Indonesia, serving on 

board a Panamanian flag vessel, when the shipping company, company 

or group has more than ten (10) vessels registered under the 

Panamanian flag. 

 

THIRTY  

THIRD:  PROVIDE that the shipping company, company or group requests to 

apply for the dispensation to submit the certification of the Previous 

Documentary Evaluation referred to in this resolution, must comply with 

and submit the following requirements: 

1. Power of attorney or written authorization by which a legal proxy or 

representative of the shipping company, company or group is 

empowered to submit the application, duly notarized or legalized. 

2. Memorial addressed to the General Directorate of Seafarers, and 

submitted to the Certification Department, requesting the 

dispensation. 

3. Certification from the General Directorate of Merchant Marine of the 

Panama Maritime Authority, certifying the number of vessels 

registered under the Panamanian flag, the name of the vessels and 

the corresponding IMO number of each one. 

 

THIRTY  

FOURTH:  The General Directorate of Seafarers, through the Certification 

Department, shall evaluate the request of dispensation of the 

certification of the Previous Documentary Evaluation, in order to verify 

that it meets and complies with the requirements established in this 

resolution, for this dispensation. 

 

The General Directorate of Seafarers, after the analysis and verification 

of the requirements, may, by means of a reasoned resolution, authorizes 

or deny the dispensation of the certification of the Previous Documentary 

Evaluation to the shipping company, company or group. In the event that 
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the dispensation is authorized, it will be granted for a period of up to 

three (3) years. The resolution authorizing the dispensation shall remain 

in force, provided that the shipping company, company or group 

maintains more than ten (10) vessels registered under the Panamanian 

flag during the period of validity of said resolution; otherwise, the 

resolution shall be revoked. 

 

THIRTY  

FIFTH: ESTABLISH that after the dispensation of submission of the certification 

of the Previous Documentary Evaluation to a shipping company, 

company or group has been authorized, in any seaman´s book 

application for rating personnel, nationals from the Republic of India, the 

Republic of Philippines, the Republic of Union of Myanmar, the Socialist 

Republic of Vietnam and the Republic of Indonesia, a letter on letterhead 

of the respective company, duly stamped and signed, must be provided 

as part of the administrative and technical documentary requirements 

established for the certification by the Panama Maritime Authority, in 

order to apply the exception to the requirement of the certification of the 

Previous Documentary Evaluation in said applications. 

 

 

CHAPTER V 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

 

THIRTY  

SIXTH:  AUTHORIZE the General Directorate of Seafarers to establish the 

corresponding procedures so that the provisions of this resolution are 

complied with. 

 

THIRTY  

SEVENTH:  This resolution subrogates Resolution ADM No. 160-2016 of August 

24th, 2016, Resolution ADM No. 188-2016 of September 29th, 2016, 

Resolution ADM No. 235-2018 of December 28th, 2018, Resolution ADM 

No. 038-2019 of February 27th, 2019, and other provisions contrary 

thereto. 

 

THIRTY  

EIGHTH:  The present resolution shall become effective as of its publication in the 

Official Gazette of the Republic of Panama.  

 

LEGAL BASIS:  Law No. 4 of May 15th, 1992. 

Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998, and its modifications. 

Law No. 38 of July 31st, 2000. 

Law No. 57 of August 6th, 2008. 

Resolution J.D. No. 055-2008 of September 18th, 2008. 

Resolution J.D. No. 042-2020 of April 27th, 2020.  

Resolution J.D. No. 076-2020 of October 8th, 2020 and its 

modifications. 

Resolution J.D. No. 003-2024 of January 18th, 2024. 

Resolution ADM No. 148-2011 of November 18th, 2011. 

Resolution ADM No. 105-2021 of June 10th, 2021. 
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TO BE PUBLISHED AND COMPLIED WITH 
 
 
Given in the city of Panama, on the second (2nd) day of the month of May of the year two 
thousand twenty-four (2024). 
 
 
 
(Signed)       (Signed) 
ELVIA BUSTAVINO      FARASH DUARTE POLANCO 
ADMINISTRATOR IN CHARGE    DIRECTOR OF THE LEGAL 
OF THE PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY  COUNSELING OFFICE, ACTING 

AS SECRETARY OF THE OFFICE 
  
  
   
EB/FDP/icm.  


