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RESOLUTION J.D. No. 022-2024 

 

 

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY, using its legal powers 

conferred by Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998; 

  

WHEREAS 

  

That this resolution was adopted by the Board of Directors of the Panama Maritime Authority, on its 

Session No.004-2024, held on April 4th, 2022, once the elements brought to its knowledge have been 

evaluated.  

 

That Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998, the Panama Maritime Authority is created, unified the 

different maritime competencies of the public administration and established among its functions, to 

recommend policies and actions, to exercise administrative acts and enforce the legal and regulatory 

standards concerning to the maritime sector. 

 

That within the organic structure of the Panama Maritime Authority is the General Directorate of 

Seafarers, an administrative services body and program execution, whose internal operation and 

organization adjusts to what is specified on Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998 modified by Law 

No. 57 of August 6th, 2008 and also in the regulations issued in development of this.   

  

That by Law No. 4 of May 15th, 1992, the Republic of Panama approved the International Convention on 

Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers 1978, as amended (1978 STCW 

Convention, as amended), and through Resolution ADM No. 148-2011 of November 18th, 2011, the 

Republic of Panama adopted the 2010 Manila Amendments to the 1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended, and its STCW Code, respectively. 

  

That by Law No. 2 of January 6th, 2009, the Republic of Panama ratified the Maritime Labour 

Convention, 2006, as amended (MLC 2006, as amended) of the International Labour Organization. 

  

That the Executive Decree No. 86 of February 22nd, 2013, amended by the Executive Decree No. 160 of 

March 3rd, 2021, regulated the beforementioned Convention, establishing the provision for its 

application, thereupon adopting updated regulations included in previous international conventions and 

recommendations on maritime labour.  

  

That the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, on its Article I on General Obligations under the 

Convention, establishes that the Parties undertake to promulgate all laws, decrees, orders and 

regulations and to take all other steps which may be necessary to give the Convention full and complete 

effect, so as to ensure that, from the point of view of safety of life and property at sea and the protection 

of the marine environment, seafarers on board ships are qualified and fit for their duties. 
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That said Convention establishes in Regulation I/6, that each Party shall ensure that the training and 

assessment of seafarers, as required under the Convention, are administered, supervised and 

monitored; and those responsible for the training and the assessment of competence of seafarers, as 

required under the Convention, are appropriately qualified for the type and level of training or 

assessment involved, in accordance with the provisions of Section A-I/6 of the STCW Code. 

  

That said Convention establishes in Regulation I/8 that each Party shall ensure that in accordance with 

the provisions of Section A-I/8 of the STCW Code, all training, assessment of competence, certification, 

including medical certification, endorsement and revalidation activities carried out by non-governmental 

agencies or entities under its authority are continuously monitored through a quality standards system to 

ensure achievement of defined objectives, including those concerning the qualifications and experience 

of instructors and assessors; and where governmental agencies or entities perform such activities, there 

shall be a quality standard system. 

 

That according to the Executive Decree No. 86 of February 22th, 2013, amended by Executive Decree 

No. 160 of March 3rd, 2021, the seafarers working on board a ship of Panamanian flag, must count on 

the adequate training and qualifications and bear onboard a certificate crediting their professional 

competences or other qualifications to perform their tasks, duly issued or endorsed by the Competent 

Authority.   

 

That Resolution ADM No. 160-2016 of August 24th, 2016 and its amendments, regulated the service of 

Previous Documentary Evaluation service, as a pilot plan to be taught by the Maritime Training Centers 

recognized by the Panama Maritime Authority.    

 

That through Resolution J.D. No. 076-2020 of October 8th, 2020 and its amendments, the Board of 

Directors of the Panama Maritime Authority approved the Standards on Training, Certification and 

Watchkeeping for Seafarers who work on board seagoing ships in accordance with the 1978 STCW 

Convention, as amended, which contains standards for the training and certification of seafarers, in 

compliance with the provisions established in the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended and its STCW 

Code. 

 

That Resolution ADM No. 105-2021 of June 10th, 2021 approved the regulation of the Maritime Training 

Centers domiciled in the Republic of Panama or abroad and their branches; to whom the seafarers 

training is delegated in the name of the Panama Maritime Authority.   

 

That by Resolution J.D. No. 042-2020 of April 27th, 2020, subrogated Resolution J.D. No. 017-2019 of 

May 3, 2019, and fixed the fee for the national and international Maritime Training Centers due to 
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authorization and approval of training programs and courses imparted, addition to courses, issuance of 

certificates of courses imparted by the authorized Maritime Training Centers, among other fees.    

 

That by means of Resolution ADM No. 196-2021 of September 30th, 2021, the Panama Maritime 

Authority approved the regulation for the Maritime Training Centers authorized by the Panama Maritime 

Authority, to whom the training in-service on board of the seafarers is delegated.    

 

That by means of Resolution ADM No. 175-2021 of September 6th, 2021, the Panama Maritime 

Authority approved the regulation establishing the Guides for the development of Refresh Training 

programs and courses that shall be used by the Maritime Training Centers, headquarters and/or 

branches to whom the activity of refresh training is delegated.   

 

That Resolution ADM No. 218-2021 of October 15th, 2021, approved the regulation of training through 

the modalities of distance learning, electronic learning or combined learning (B-Learning), by means of 

an educational technologic platform.   

 

That Resolution ADM No. 210-2021 of October 13th, 2021 approved the regulations for the procedure by 

means of which the upgrading to the immediately higher position of a non-national Deck or Engine 

Officer who has a Certificate of Competency issued by the Panama Maritime Authority, will be 

managed, by means of the application of the Assessment of Competence, according to the 1978 STCW 

Convention, as amended and its STCW Code.  

   

That Resolution ADM No. 376-2022 of July 19th, 2022, approved the regulations for the procedure by 

means of which the issuance of a competence certificate of a bridge, engine or electro-technical officer 

from Greece in retiree condition, by means of the application of the Assessment of Competence, 

according to the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended and its STCW Code.   

 

That the General Directorate of Seafarers of the Panama Maritime Authority continues strengthening the 

processes of training and certification of the seafarers working on board ships, assuring they have the 

competences, proficiencies, knowledge and aptitudes required to perform the tasks, functions and 

positions on board, since the human factor is a matter that affects maritime safety, safeguard of life at 

sea, as well as the protection of the marine environment. 

 

That the Panama Maritime Authority has the obligation to ensure that the training and assessment of 

the seafarers is managed, supervised and monitored; and that those responsible for the training and 

assessment of the seafarers are duly qualified for the type and level of training or the corresponding 

assessment of competence, in accordance with the provisions of Regulation I/6 of the 1978 STCW 
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Convention, as amended and Section A-I/6 of the STCW Code, so that the seafarers working on board 

Panamanian flagged ships, have the necessary competences and aptitude to carry out their positions 

and functions; in view of fact that the human factor is a matter affecting the maritime safety, the safety of 

life at sea, as well as the protection of the marine environment. 

  

That by means of Resolution J.D. No. 061-2022 of November 17th, 2022, the Board of Directors of the 

Panama Maritime Authority, approved the Regulations that regulates external service providers of online 

database software, to allow through the platform, the issuance of certificates, storage and verification of 

the information contained in the certificates issued to seafarers, by the Maritime Training Centers, 

headquarters and/or branches authorized by the Panama Maritime Authority, which are listed below: 

certificates of on-site training courses and programs; certificates of the refresh training courses and 

programs; certificates of training courses and programs the modalities of distance learning, electronic 

learning or combined learning (B-Learning); certificates of training courses and programs in-service 

training on board; certificates of Previous Documentary Evaluation (PDE); certificates of Assessment of 

Competence; and any other training certificate of training or document authorized by the Panama 

Maritime Authority.   

  

That the Regulation approved by Resolution J.D. No. 061-2022 of November 17th, 2022, has caused 

questions to the maritime training centers, regarding its application, therefore they have requested the 

Panama Maritime Authority to suspend said Regulation.   

  

The General Directorate of Seafarers is currently in the process of training the Maritime Training 

Centers in the use of the platform, for which reason no specific implementation date has been 

established. 

  

That by means of Note No. CMP/228-23 of November 17th, 2023, the Panama Maritime Chamber 

requested the Panama Maritime Authority to suspend the effects of Resolution J.D. No. 061-2022 of 

November 17th, 2022, whereby it approved the Regulations that regulates external online database 

software service providers, to allow through the platform the issuance of certificates, storage, and 

verification of the information contained in the certificates that are issued to seafarers by the Maritime 

Training Centers, headquarters and/or branches authorized by the Panama Maritime Authority, and in 

addition, they requested opportunity to expose before the Board of Directors of Panama, their concerns 

regarding said Regulation and its application.   

  

That the Panama Maritime Chamber was granted the opportunity and presented their point of view 

before the Board of Directors, in session No. 002 held on March 21th, 2024.  
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That the subject in question was discussed by the members of the Board of Directors of the Panama 

Maritime Authority, in sessions No. 003 and No. 004, held on March 26th, 2024 and April 4th, 

2024, respectively, in which it was concluded that it is pertinent that said Regulation (Resolution J.D. 

No. 061-2022) be reviewed by the Legal Committee of the Board of Directors, in order to analyze and 

review the same, responding to the concerns and requests of the sector, in order to have a clear and 

consensual Regulation.  

  

In view of the foregoing, the members of the Board of Directors deem it convenient to suspend the 

effects of Resolution J.D. No. 061-2022 of November 17th, 2022, until the same is reviewed by the Legal 

Committee of the Board of Directors.  

  

That the Panama Maritime Authority is meant to boost the development of the maritime sector, oriented 

to promote and assure the competitivity and profitability of the industry, making it necessary to adopt 

incentives responding to the services currently provided to the Panamanian seafarers.   

  

That article 18, numbers 3, 7 and 9 of Law Decree No. 7 of February 10th, 1998, establish that the tasks 

of the Board of Directors of the Panama Maritime Authority are to adopt administrative, scientific and 

technological policies to promote and assure the competitivity and profitability of the maritime sector and 

the development of its human resources; establish the organization of the Authority as well as structure, 

regulate, determine, fix, alter and impose fees and rights for the services of the Authority therefore;  

 

RESOLVED: 

  

FIRST: TEMPORARILY SUSPEND the effects of Resolution J.D. No. 061-2022 of 

November 17th, 2022, which approved the Regulations that regulates external service 

providers of online database software, to allow through the platform, the issuance of 

certificates, storage and verification of the information contained in the certificates 

issued to seafarers, by the Maritime Training Centers, headquarters and/or branches 

authorized by the Panama Maritime Authority.  

  

SECOND: TO INFORM the Legal Commission of the Board of Directors of the Panama 

Maritime Authority that it shall attend, analyze and review Resolution J.D. No. 061-

2022 of November 17th, 2022.  

  

THIRD: TO INFORM the users and interested parties of the provisions of this Resolution.  
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FOURTH: This resolution shall be effective as of its promulgation in the Official Gazette of the 

Republic of Panama. 

  

LEGAL BASIS:  Law No. 4 of May 15th, 1992. 

Law No. 2 of January 6th, 2009. 

Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998, as modified by Law No. 57 of August 

6th, 2008. 

Executive Decree No. 86 of February 22nd, 2013, and its modifications.  

Resolution J.D. No. 042-2020 of April 27th, 2020. 

Resolution J.D. No. 076-2020 of October 8th, 2020, and its modifications. 

Resolution ADM No. 148-2011 of November 18th, 2011. 

Resolution ADM No. 160-2016 dated August 24th, 2016, and its modifications. 

Resolution ADM No. 105-2021 of June 10th, 2021. 

Resolution ADM No. 175-2021 of September 6th, 2021 

Resolution ADM No. 196-2021 of September 30th, 2021. 

Resolution ADM No. 210-2021 of October 13th, 2021. 

Resolution ADM No. 218-2021 of October 15th, 2021. 

Resolution ADM No. 376-2022 of July 19th, 2022. 

 

COMMUNICATE AND COMPLY WITH 

  

Given in the city of Panama, on the fourth (04) day of the month of April of the year two thousand and 

twenty-four (2024). 

 

THE PRESIDENT 
  
     
 
Signed 
CARLOS GARCIA MOLINO 
DEPUTY MINISTER OF THE  
PRESIDENCY 
  
  

                                           THE SECRETARY 
  
    
 
                                            Signed 
                                            ELVIA BUSTAVINO 
                                            DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR OF THE 
                                            PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY 

    

  

 


