






RESOLUTION ADM No. 145-2017 

 

THE ADMINISTRATOR OF THE PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY, in exercise of his 

legal powers and, 

 

CONSIDERING: 

 

That the Government of the Republic of Panama recently broke off diplomatic relations 

with Taiwan. 

 

That the break in diplomatic relations with Taiwan should not affect the maritime services 

offered by Panama to ships from the Island flying our country's flag, which has the largest 

merchant marine in the world. 

 

That there are a considerable number of ships in Taiwan registered in the Panamanian 

Registry, which require the maritime services provided by the Panama Maritime Authority. 

 

That the approximate fleet of Taiwanese ships registered in the Panamanian Registry 

amounts to more than 370 ships, representing a considerable number of gross registered 

tonnage (GRT). 

 

That as a result of this diplomatic rupture, the quality and fluidity of the documentation 

service offered to Taiwanese ships registered in Panama and to seafarers must continue 

to be maintained and guaranteed. 

 

That, similarly, within the actions undertaken in the maritime field by this Administration, 

and as the entity responsible for Flag State Control, Taiwanese ships must be provided 

with the administrative, technical, and social conditions that allow for safe navigation in 

compliance with international regulations. 

 

That a considerable number of ships registered in the Panamanian Merchant Marine 

operate in Taiwan; in addition, a series of maritime activities linked for many years to the 

registration of ships are carried out on that island, which makes it essential to designate 

personnel who can follow up on the requirements of these ships flying the Panamanian 

flag. 

 

That it is necessary to continue to meet the demand for flagging, collection management, 

issuance of certificates of competency, and other services related to this important activity 

of the Panamanian economy, until Panama reaches an agreement with Taiwan to 

establish an office in that territory, as has been done in the past with Beijing. 

 

That the Government of Japan has authorized the opening of a representative office for 

Panama in that country, specifically in Tokyo, Japan, to handle matters of the Panama 

Maritime Authority related to the territory of Taiwan. 

 

That, likewise, due to the vastness and remoteness of the entire territory, it is necessary 

to take the appropriate measures so that the General Directorate of the Merchant Marine 

of the Panama Maritime Authority can fully and swiftly carry out all the functions 

established by Law 2 of January 17th, 1980, Decree Law 7 of February 10th, 1998, and 

Law 57 of August 6th, 2008. 
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That, in accordance with Article 36 of Decree Law 7 of February 10th, 1998, the General 

Directorate of Consular Affairs and Ships of the Ministry of Finance and Treasury ceased 

its functions and became part of the Panama Maritime Authority; and the functions 

assigned to it were partly assigned to the General Directorate of Merchant Marine of the 

Panama Maritime Authority. 

 

That Article 4 of Cabinet Decree No. 26 of August 14th, 2017, which modifies Article 10 of 

Cabinet Decree No. 75 of July 11th, 1990, modified by Cabinet Decree No. 19 of May 17th, 

2016, states that, when necessary, the Administrator of the Panama Maritime Authority 

may designate, by means of a reasoned resolution, provisional or temporary auxiliary 

registrars to provide services related to the National Merchant Marine abroad. 

 

Such auxiliary registrars shall have jurisdiction in the territorial district designated for that 

purpose by the administrative act ordering their appointment. 

 

To this end, the Panama Maritime Authority deems it appropriate to establish an auxiliary 

registrar's office in Tokyo, Japan, to handle matters pertaining to this institution in the 

territory of Taiwan. 

 

RESOLVES: 

 

ARTICLE ONE: TO ORDER THE OPENING of the Office of the Auxiliary Registrar of the 

Panama Maritime Authority in Tokyo, Japan. 

 

ARTICLE TWO: TO TEMPORARILY APPOINT RAUL RODRIGUEZ FLORES, male, of 

Panamanian nationality, with ID card 8-784-1903, as Auxiliary Registrar of the Panama 

Maritime Authority in Tokyo, Japan. 

 

ARTICLE THREE: INDICATE that the Auxiliary Registrar of the Panama Maritime 

Authority in Tokyo, Japan, shall have the following functions: 

 

1. To perform acts relating to the merchant marine that are expressly delegated to 

them by the Panama Maritime Authority, including the functions established in Law 

57 of August 5th, 2008. To this end, the fees established in the Law and Regulations 

shall be collected, and the proceeds from this activity shall be remitted monthly to 

the Panama Maritime Authority, in accordance with the provisions of the Law. 

 

2. Collect taxes, fees, and other obligations payable by ships registered in the 

Merchant Marine, including arrears. 

 

3. Offer and collect fees for services related to trade, navigation, merchant and 

maritime labor crews, notary services, and ship registration and licensing, as 

established in Article 425 of the Tax Code and Cabinet Decree No. 75 of July 11th, 

1990. To this end, they are vested with the notarial powers provided for by law. 

 

4. Respond to inquiries and provide general information on ship registration, ship 

mortgages, and seafarer documentation. 

 

5. Administer the seafarer documentation system within its area of competence, in 

accordance with the provisions of the Law and Regulations. 
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6. Support the Panama Maritime Authority, its General Directorates, and its Regional 

Technical Offices for Ships and Seafarers Abroad, if necessary and if requested by 

them. 

 

7. Board Panamanian-registered ships, by express delegation of the Panama 

Maritime Authority or when the owner or operator voluntarily requests it in writing. 

 

8. Send to the General Directorate of Merchant Marine, as soon as they are issued 

and by any technological means approved by the Panama Maritime Authority, 

copies of payment confirmations, navigation licenses, radio licenses, official 

receipts, certifications, and any other document issued in relation to Panamanian 

ships. Likewise, they must comply with the terms established by law for the 

submission of their monthly operating and expense reports. 

 

9. Receive and process applications for preliminary registration of title deeds, 

mortgages, and related documents for ships of the National Merchant Marine, in 

accordance with the procedure established by the Panama Maritime Authority. 

 

10. Submit reports and comply with the controls and procedures required by the 

Panama Maritime Authority. 

 

11. Perform any other functions assigned to it by law, regulation, or by mandate of the 

competent authority. 

 

ARTICLE FOUR: ESTABLISH that the Auxiliary Registrar shall have jurisdiction to deal 

with matters of the Panama Maritime Authority in accordance with the subject matter of 

this Resolution. 

 

ARTICLE FIVE: ESTABLISH that the person appointed as Auxiliary Registrar shall have 

the duties of management employees indicated in the Law. 

 

ARTICLE SIX: TO COMMUNICATE that the person appointed as Auxiliary Registrar of 

the Panama Maritime Authority in Tokyo, Japan, shall be liable for any damages caused 

by their acts and omissions in the performance of their functions, as well as to compensate 

Panama for any damage that may arise directly or indirectly from their actions. 

 

ARTICLE SEVEN: This Resolution shall take effect upon signature. 

 

LEGAL BASIS: Law No. 2 of January 17th, 1980. 

Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998. 

Law No. 57 of August 6th, 2008. 

 

TO BE COMPLIED WITH, 

 

Given in Panama City, on the sixteenth (16th) day of August of the year two thousand 

seventeen (2017). 

 

 

(signed) 

JORGE BARAKAT PITTY 

Administrator of the 

Panama Maritime Authority 


