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RESOLUTION ADM No. 066-2025 

 

 

THE ADMINISTRATOR OF THE PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY, in exercise of his 

legal powers,  

 

CONSIDERING 

 

That by Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998, the Panama Maritime Authority is 

created, the different maritime competencies of the public administration were unified, 

and established among its functions, to recommend policies and actions, to exercise 

administrative acts, and to enforce the legal and regulatory standards relating to the 

maritime sector. 

 

That number 6 of Article 4 of Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998, states that the 

Panama Maritime Authority has the function of ensuring strict compliance with the 

provisions of the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea and the 

treaties, conventions, and international instruments ratified by the Republic of Panama 

related to the maritime sector. 

 

That within the organic structure of the Panama Maritime Authority is the General 

Directorate of Seafarers, an administrative service body and program execution, whose 

internal operation and organization is in accordance with the provisions of Decree Law 

No. 7 of February 10th, 1998, as amended by Law No. 57 of August 6th, 2008, and also 

in the regulations issued in development of this. 

 

That according to number 1 of Article 33 of Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998, 

the General Directorate of Seafarers of the Panama Maritime Authority has among its 

functions, to enforce the legal regulations in force on education, training, certification, 

and watchkeeping for seafarers, in accordance with the provisions of the International 

Convention on Standards of Training, Certification, and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 

1978, as amended (1978 STCW Convention, as amended). 

 

By means of Law No. 4 of May 15th, 1992, the Republic of Panama approved the 

International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification, and Watchkeeping for 

Seafarers, 1978, as amended (1978 STCW Convention, as amended). In its Article I 

about General Obligations under the Convention, establishes that the Parties undertake 

to promulgate all laws, decrees, orders and regulations and to take all other steps which 

may be necessary to give the Convention full and complete effect, so as to ensure that, 

from the point of view safety of life and property at sea and the protection of the marine 

environment, as well as the protection of seafarers employed on Panamanian-flagged 

vessels have the necessary competence and aptitude to perform their duties.  

 

That by means of Resolution J.D. No. 055-2008 of September 18th, 2008, the 

Administrator of the Panama Maritime Authority was authorized to regulate technical 

matters that are within the competence of this institution and that by legal provision are 

not attributed to the General Directorates of this entity, related to the application of 

International Conventions on maritime matters. 

 

That by virtue of the foregoing, the Board of Directors of the Panama Maritime Authority, 

by means of Resolution J.D. No. 076-2020 of October 8th, 2020, and its amendments, 

approved the Standards on Training, Certification, and Watchkeeping for Seafarers 
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working on board seagoing ships, in compliance with the provisions established in the 

1978 STCW Convention, as amended, and its STCW Code. 

 

The documentation issued by the General Directorate of Seafarers to maritime 

personnel has been computerized through the Seafarers´ Automated Application 

System (SAA), which is used to process the documentation required by interested 

parties to work on board Panamanian-flagged vessels, therefore, the Regional Offices 

for seafarers of the Panama Maritime Authority, as well as the Merchant Marine Private 

Consulates authorized to issue documentation for seafarers and the natural or legal 

persons authorized by the Panama Maritime Authority, must make use of it, which 

allows for efficiency and agility in the evaluation of the documentation submitted by the 

competent personnel and the subsequent issuance of Licenses, Seaman’s Books, and 

Certification, and all corresponding documentation. 

 

That by means of Resolution J.D. No. 054-2022 of September 22nd, 2022, the Board of 

Directors of the Panama Maritime Authority empowered the Administrator of the 

Panama Maritime Authority to authorize the Privative Consulates of Merchant Marine, 

through the Seafarers´ Automated Application System (SAA), the function of Consulates 

Issuing the documentation for seafarers to consular offices that so request, which shall 

be subject to the regulations and procedures established by the General Directorate of 

Seafarers in relation to the function delegated to them. 

 

That in view of this, by means of Resolution ADM No. 216-2024 of December 10th, 2024, 

the Administrator of the Panama Maritime Authority authorized the function of Consulate 

Issuing the documentation for seafarers to the following consular offices: 

 

# Privative Consulate of the Merchant Marine Consular Circumscription / Country 

1 Privative Consulate of the Merchant Marine Tokyo, Japan. 

2 Privative Consulate of the Merchant Marine Kobe, Japan. 

3 Privative Consulate of the Merchant Marine Ho Chi Minh, Vietnam. 

4 Privative Consulate of the Merchant Marine Jakarta, Indonesia. 

5 Privative Consulate of the Merchant Marine Mumbai, India. 

6 Privative Consulate of the Merchant Marine Rotterdam, Netherlands. 

7 Privative Consulate of the Merchant Marine Antwerp, Belgium. 

8 Privative Consulate of the Merchant Marine Houston, United States of America 

9 Privative Consulate of the Merchant Marine Seoul, South Korea. 

10 Privative Consulate of the Merchant Marine Hamburg, Germany. 

11 Privative Consulate of the Merchant Marine Manila, Philippines. 

12 Privative Consulate of the Merchant Marine Bangkok, Thailand. 

13 Privative Consulate of the Merchant Marine Miami, United States of America. 

14 Privative Consulate of the Merchant Marine Istanbul, Turkey. 

15 Privative Consulate of the Merchant Marine Singapore, Singapore. 

16 Privative Consulate of the Merchant Marine Genoa, Italy. 

17 Privative Consulate of the Merchant Marine Naples, Italy. 
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18 Privative Consulate of the Merchant Marine Venice, Italy. 

19 Privative Consulate of the Merchant Marine Hong Kong, People's Republic of China. 

20 Privative Consulate of the Merchant Marine Lisbon, Portugal. 

 

That the positive results achieved by delegating the function of issuing documentation 

for seafarers to the General Consulates of Panama with Merchant Marine Private status 

and to the Regional Documentation Offices of the Panama Maritime Authority, located 

around the world, guarantee that seafarers have quick and expeditious access to their 

documentation, and therefore comply with international standards of training and 

certification. This administration recognizes the importance and significant work carried 

out by these offices abroad, which allows the Panamanian flag to remain competitive 

and maintain its leadership.  

 

In accordance with the leading position of the Panamanian flag in the international 

maritime industry, Ms. María de Carmen Gómez Stanziola, General Consul of Panama 

in Las Palmas de Gran Canaria, Spain, with Merchant Marine Private status, through 

Note No. CPE-001-2025 dated January 3rd, 2025, requests formal authorization for said 

consular office to be authorized to perform the functions of Consulate Issuing the  

documentation for seafarers, due to a potential client with an estimated 300 monthly 

applications for seafarers' documentation. 

 

Likewise, Mr. Max Gómez Arauz, General Consul of Panama in Vancouver, Canada, 

with Merchant Marine Privative status, through Note dated February 7th, 2025, requests 

formal authorization for said consular office to be authorized to perform the functions of 

Consulate Issuing the documentation for seafarers, due to the growing demand for this 

service in said consular district. 

 

That after evaluating the aforementioned requests, this administration, in line with the 

needs of the international maritime market, considers it appropriate to authorize the 

consular offices of the Republic of Panama in Vancouver, Canada, and Las Palmas de 

Gran Canarias, Spain, with the function of Consulates Issuing the documentation for 

seafarers. Consequently, it is necessary to replace Resolution ADM No. 216-2024 of 

December 10th, 2024. 

 

That the Administrator of the Panama Maritime Authority exercises the legal 

representation of the entity in all operations, acts, agreements, and contracts that it 

enters into, in accordance with the provisions of Article 185 of Law No. 57 of August 6th, 

2008, which amended Article 24 of Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998. 

 

That number 6 of Article 186 of Law No. 57 of August 6th, 2008, which amended Article 

27 of Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998, empowers the Administrator to issue 

resolutions related to the operation and services provided by the Authority, therefore, 

 

RESOLVES: 

 

FIRST: AUTHORIZE the function of Consulate Issuing the documentation for seafarers, 

to the Consular Offices of the Republic of Panama, as detailed below: 
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# General Consulate of Panama Consular Circumscription / Country 

1 General Consulate of Panama Tokyo, Japan. 

2 General Consulate of Panama Kobe, Japan. 

3 General Consulate of Panama Ho Chi Minh, Vietnam. 

4 General Consulate of Panama Jakarta, Indonesia. 

5 General Consulate of Panama Mumbai, India. 

6 General Consulate of Panama Rotterdam, Netherlands. 

7 General Consulate of Panama Antwerp, Belgium. 

8 General Consulate of Panama Houston, United States of America. 

9 General Consulate of Panama Seoul, South Korea. 

10 General Consulate of Panama Hamburg, Germany. 

11 General Consulate of Panama Manila, Philippines. 

12 General Consulate of Panama Bangkok, Thailand. 

13 General Consulate of Panama Miami, United States of America. 

14 General Consulate of Panama Istanbul, Turkey. 

15 General Consulate of Panama Singapore, Singapore. 

16 General Consulate of Panama Genoa, Italy. 

17 General Consulate of Panama Naples, Italy. 

18 General Consulate of Panama Venice, Italy. 

19 General Consulate of Panama Hong Kong, People's Republic of China. 

20 General Consulate of Panama Lisbon, Portugal. 

21 General Consulate of Panama Vancouver, Canada. 

22 General Consulate of Panama Las Palmas de Gran Canaria. 

 

SECOND: TO NOTICE the Heads of Consulates authorized to issue documentation for 

seafarers that the Panama Maritime Authority may cancel the authorization granted 

when they fail to comply with the functions and obligations for which they were 

authorized; and also, when, in view of the needs of the services and operations of the 

Panama Maritime Authority, it is not necessary for them to maintain the function of 

Consulate Issuing. 

 

THIRD: TO INFORM the Heads of the General Consulates of the Republic of Panama, 

authorized with the function of Consulates Issuing the documentation for seafarers, that 

they shall be subject to the regulations and procedures established by the General 

Directorate of Seafarers in relation to the function delegated to them. 

 

FOURTH: AUTHORIZE the General Directorate of Seafarers to establish the 

corresponding procedures for compliance with the provisions of this resolution. 

 

FIFTH: SUBROGATE Resolution ADM. No. 216-2024 of December 10th, 2024, and 

other provisions that contradict it, with the provisions of this Resolution.  
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SIXTH: TO COMMUNICATE that this resolution shall take effect upon its publication in 

the Official Gazette. 

 

LEGAL BASIS: Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998. Law No. 4 of May 15th, 1992. 

Law No. 57 of August 6th, 2008. Resolution J.D. No. 055-2008 of September 18th, 2008. 

Resolution J.D. No. 076-2020 of October 8th, 2020, and its amendments. Resolution J.D. 

No. 054-2022 of September 22nd, 2022. 

 

TO BE PUBLISHED AND COMPLIED WITH, 

 

Given in Panama City, on the first (1st) day of July, two thousand twenty-five (2025). 

 

 
 
 

(Signed) 
LUIS A. ROQUEBERT V. 

ADMINISTRATOR OF THE 
 PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY 

 
 
 
 
 
LARV/KM/tcb 
 

 


