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RESOLUTION ADM No. 302-2023 

 

 

THE ADMINISTRATOR OF THE PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY, in use of his legal 

powers, and 

 

WHEREAS: 

 

That by Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998 the Panama Maritime Authority is 

created, the different maritime competencies of the public administration were unified, 

and established among its functions, to recommend policies and actions, to excercise 

administrative acts, and to enforce the legal and regulatory standards relating to the 

maritime sector. 

 

That within the organic structure of the Panama Maritime Authority is the General 

Directorate of Seafarers, an administrative services body and program execution, whose 

internal operation and organization adjusts to what is specified in Decree Law No. 7 of 

February 10th, 1998, and also in the regulations issued in development of this.   

 

That according to number 1 of Article 33 of Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998, 

the General Directorate of Seafarers of the Panama Maritime Authority has among its 

functions, to enforce the valid legal standards on education, training, certification and 

watchkeeping of seafarers, in accordance with the provisions of the International 

Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers of 

1978, as amended (1978 STCW Convention, as amended). 

 

That Resolution J.D. No. 055ª-2008 of September 18th, 2008, which approves the 

updates of the National Maritime Strategy, highlights in its Strategic Objective No. 3, 

paragraphs 3.1 and 3.2, the importance of continuously verifying and complying with the 

International Conventions to which the Republic of Panama is a Party, and those that 

constitute international instruments of mandatory compliance. 

 

That the Republic of Panama, by means of Law No. 8 of January 26th, 1959, approved in 

all its parts the text of the Convention relative to the Intergovernmental Maritime 

Consultative Organization, currently the International Maritime Organization (IMO), 

subscribed on March 6th, 1948, during the Maritime Conference of the United Nations 

Organization, held in the City of Geneva, Switzerland, from February 19th to March 6th, 

1948. 

 

That through Law No. 4 of May 15th, 1992, the Republic of Panama became a Party of 

the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping 

for Seafarers 1978, as amended (1978 STCW Convention, as amended), and through 

Resolution ADM No. 148-2011 of November 18th, 2011, Resolution 1 was adopted in all 

its parts and Annex I of Resolution 2, through the 2010 Manila Amendments to the 1978 

STCW Convention, as amended, and its Seafarers' Training, Certification and 

Watchkeeping Code, respectively. 

 

That the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and 

Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, as amended (1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended), in its Article I, on General Obligations under the Convention, establishes that 

the Parties undertake to promulgate all laws, decrees, orders and regulations, and to 

take all other steps which may be necessary to give the Convention full and complete 
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effect, so as to ensure that, from the point of view of safety of life and property at sea 

and the protection of the marine environment, seafarers on board ships are qualified and 

fit for their duties. 

 

That Article XII and Regulation I/1.2.3 of the International Convention on Standards of 

Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, as amended (1978 STCW 

Convention, as amended), establishes the amendment procedures of said Convention. 

 

That through Resolution ADM No. 276-2015 of December 28th, 2015, the 2014 

amendments to the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, were adopted, established in 

Resolutions MSC.373(93) and MSC.374(93), both of May 22nd, 2014, relating to the new 

Regulation I/16 and the amendment of Regulation I/1.36, as well as the amendment to 

the STCW Code, referring to the new Section A-1/16 and the amendment of the notes 6 

and 7 of Table A-I/9, on the use of Code III on the implementation of IMO instruments. 

 

That through Resolution ADM No. 232-2016 of December 29th, 2016, the 2015 

amendments to the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, were adopted, established in 

Resolutions MSC.396(95) and MSC.397(95), both of June 11th, 2015, relating to special 

training requirements for personnel on ships subject to the International Code of Safety 

for Ships Using Gas or Other Low Flashpoint Fuels (IGF Code). 

 

That through Resolution ADM No. 123-2017 of July 28th, 2017, the 2016 amendments to 

the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, were adopted, established in Resolutions 

MSC.416(97) and MSC.417(97), both of November 25th, 2016, relating to special 

training requirements for personnel on certain types of ships and minimum requirements 

applicable for the training and qualifications of masters and deck officers on ships 

operating in polar waters. 

 

That by Resolution ADM No. 249-2021 of November 12th, 2021, the 2021 amendments 

to the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, and to its STCW Code, were adopted, 

established in Resolutions MSC.486(103) and MSC.487(103), both dated May 13th 

2021, relating to Chapter I (New definition in Regulation I/1, subparagraph 1.44) of the 

Convention, and Chapter I of Part A of the STCW Code (Amendment in the definition in 

Section A-I/1, paragraph .3.1). 

 

That by Resolution J.D. No. 076-2020 of October 8th, 2020 and its modifications, the 

Board of Directors of the Panama Maritime Authority, approved the Standards on 

Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers who work on board seagoing 

ships in accordance with the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, which contains 

standards for the training and certification of seafarers, in compliance with the provisions 

established in the Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping 

for Seafarers, 1978, as amended (1978 STCW Convention, amended) and its STCW 

Code. 

 

That through Resolution J.D. No. 055-2008 of September 18th, 2008, the Administrator 

of the Panama Maritime Authority was authorized to regulate technical issues that are 

within the competence of this institution and that by legal provision are not attributed to 

the General Directorates of this entity, related to the application of international 

conventions in maritime matters. 
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That by Resolution MSC.478 (102) of November 5th, 2020, the Maritime Safety 

Committee of the International Maritime Organization (IMO), adopted amendments to 

Part B of the Seafarers' Training, Certification and Watchkeeping Code (STCW Code) 

concerning the List of certificates or documentary evidence required under the 1978 

STCW Convention, as amended, as set out in Table B-I/2 of Section B-I/2 of Chapter I - 

Guidance regarding general provisions of the STCW Code, whereas, Part B of the 

STCW Code provides recommendatory guidance on the provisions of the 1978 STCW 

Convention, as amended, and its STCW Code, for the implementation, application and 

enforcement of measures to give full and complete effect to the said Convention. 

 

That by Resolution MSC.540 (107) of June 8th, 2023, the Maritime Safety Committee of 

the International Maritime Organization (IMO) at its 107th session, adopted new 

amendments to the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and 

Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, as amended (1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended), to make these amendments mandatory, which consist of adding a new 

definition in Regulation I/1.1, paragraph 1, subparagraph 45, and replacing paragraph 

11, together with a footnote in Regulation I/2 of Chapter I on General Provisions of the 

1978 STCW Convention, as amended; and by Resolution MSC.541 (107) of June 8th, 

2023, adopted new amendments to Part A of the Seafarers' Training, Certification and 

Watchkeeping Code (STCW Code) concerning the replacement of paragraph 4 in 

Section A-I/2 of Chapter I on Standards relating to the General Provisions of the STCW 

Code, and such amendments shall enter into force on  January 1st, 2025. 

 

That the 2023 amendments to the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, and its STCW 

Code arise from the need to provide the maritime industry with a timely response to the 

global digitalization trend, as well as to provide a solution for the management and 

control of seafarers' certificates and certificates issued pursuant to this Convention. 

 

That the Panama Maritime Authority, representing the Republic of Panama as a Member 

State of the International Maritime Organization (IMO), has the responsibility to 

guaranteeing the full and total effectiveness of the provisions of the International 

Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 

1978, as amended (1978 STCW Convention, as amended) and STCW Code, as well as 

adopting the amendments approved to said Convention through the procedures 

established by the IMO for such purpose, and keeping the mandatory instruments of the 

International Maritime Organization (IMO) updated, to which the Republic of Panama is 

a Party. 

  

That Article 24 of Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998, as amended by Article 185 

of Law No. 57 of August 6th, 2008, establishes that the Administrator exercises the Legal 

Representation of the Panama Maritime Authority. 

 

That by virtue of the provisions of Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998, as amended 

by Article 186 of Law No. 57 of August 6th, 2008, which states that the Administrator has 

among his functions, that of issuing resolutions related to the operation and services 

provided by the Authority,  

 

RESOLVES: 

 

FIRST:  ADOPT Resolution MSC.540(107) of June 8th, 2008, adopting 

amendments to the International Convention on Standards of Training, 
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Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers (STCW), 1978, as 

amended, and making such amendments mandatory, which consist of 

adding a new definition in Regulation I/1, paragraph 1, subparagraph 45; 

and replacing paragraph 11, together with a footnote in Regulation I/2 of 

Chapter I on General Provisions of Chapter I of the said Convention; 

and Resolution MSC.541(107) of June 8th, 2023, adopting 

amendments to part A of the Seafarers' Training, Certification and 

Watchkeeping Code 1978, as amended (STCW Code), concerning the 

replacement of paragraph 4 in Section A-I/2 of Chapter I on Standards 

relating to General Provisions of that Code. These amendments will 

enter into force on January 1st, 2025. 

 

 Resolution MSC.540(107) dated June 8th, 2023 and Resolution 

MSC.541(107) dated June 8th, 2023, are attached hereto and make an 

integral part of this resolution. 

 

SECOND: ADOPT Resolution MSC.478(102) of November 5th, 2020, adopting 

amendments to Part B of the Seafarers' Training, Certification and 

Watchkeeping Code (STCW Code), and making recommendatory, the 

List of certificates or documentary evidence required under the 1978 

STCW Convention, as amended, and contained in Table B-I/2 of 

Section B-I/2 of Chapter I - Guidance on the General Provisions of the 

STCW Code. 

  

Resolution MSC.478(102) of November 5th, 2020, is attached and forms 

an integral part of this resolution. 

 

THIRD:  APPLY Resolutions MSC.540(107) and MSC.541(107), both of June 8th, 

2023, and Resolution MSC.478(102) of November 5th, 2020. (102) of 

November 5, 2020, whereby amendments to the International 

Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping 

for Seafarers, 1978, as amended (1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended), and to Part A and Part B of the Seafarers' Training, 

Certification and Watchkeeping Code (STCW Code), respectively, are 

adopted, by virtue of the scope of the functions and responsibilities of 

the Panama Maritime Administration, in accordance with said 

Convention and Code, unifying existing practices. 

 

FOURTH:  AUTHORIZE the General Directorate of Seafarers to regulate the 

content of the provisions of this resolution, if required. 

 

FIFTH:  AUTHORIZE the General Directorate of Seafarers to establish the 

corresponding procedures so that the provisions of this resolution are 

complied with. 

 

SIXTH:  This resolution derogates any provision that is contrary to it. 

 

SEVENTH:  This resolution shall enter into force upon its publication in the Official 

Gazette of the Republic of Panama. 

 

BASIS OF LAW:  Law No. 8 of January 26th, 1959. 
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Law No. 4 of May 15th, 1992. 

Law No. 2 of January 6th, 2009. 

Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998 and its modifications. 

Resolution J.D. No. 055-2008 of September 18th, 2008. 

Resolution J.D. No. 055-2008 of September 18th, 2008. 

Resolution J.D. No. 076-2020 of October 8th, 2020, and its 

modifications. 

Resolution ADM No.148-2011 of November 18th, 2011. 

Resolution ADM No. 276-2015 of December 28th, 2015. 

Resolution ADM No. 232-2016 of December 29th, 2016. 

Resolution ADM No. 123-2017 of July 28th, 2017. 

Resolution ADM No. 249-2021 of November 12th, 2021. 

 

 

TO BE PUBLISHED AND COMPLIED WITH 

 

 

Given in the city of Panama, on the twenty-ninth (29th) day of the month of December of 

the year two thousand twenty-three (2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

(Signed)      (Signed)  

NORIEL ARAÚZ V.     ILDEFONSO SUIRA FRANCO 

ADMINISTRATOR OF THE PANAMA   DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF THE LEGAL 

MARITIME AUTHORITY   ADVICE OFFICE, ACTING AS 

SECRETARY OF THE OFFICE 

 

 
 
 
NAV/ISF/icm. 
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ANNEX 10 
 

RESOLUTION MSC.540(107) 
(adopted on 8 June 2023) 

 
AMENDMENTS TO THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION ON STANDARDS OF 

TRAINING, CERTIFICATION AND WATCHKEEPING FOR SEAFARERS (STCW), 1978 
 
 
THE MARITIME SAFETY COMMITTEE, 
 
RECALLING Article 28(b) of the Convention on the International Maritime Organization 
concerning the functions of the Committee, 
 
RECALLING ALSO article XII of the International Convention on Standards of Training, 
Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978 ("the 1978 STCW Convention"), 
concerning the procedures for amending the 1978 STCW Convention, 
 
RECOGNIZING the need for providing a timely response to the global digitalization trend, as 
well as a solution for the management and control of seafarers' certificates issued pursuant to 
the 1978 STCW Convention, 
 
HAVING CONSIDERED, at its 107th session, amendments to the 1978 STCW Convention 
proposed and circulated in accordance with article XII(1)(a)(i) thereof, 
 
1 ADOPTS, in accordance with article XII(1)(a)(iv) of the 1978 STCW Convention, 
amendments to said Convention, the text of which is set out in the annex to the present 
resolution; 
 
2 DETERMINES, in accordance with article XII(1)(a)(vii)(2) of the 1978 STCW 
Convention, that said amendments shall be deemed to have been accepted on 1 July 2024, 
unless, prior to that date, more than one third of Parties or Parties the combined merchant 
fleets of which constitute not less than 50% of the gross tonnage of the world's merchant 
shipping of ships of 100 gross register tons or more have notified to the Secretary-General of 
the Organization that they object to the amendments; 
 
3 INVITES Parties to note that, in accordance with article XII(1)(a)(ix) of the 1978 STCW 
Convention, the amendments annexed hereto shall enter into force on 1 January 2025 upon 
their acceptance, in accordance with paragraph 2 above; 
 
4 URGES Parties to implement the amendments to regulations I/1 and I/2 at an early 
stage; 
 
5 REQUESTS the Secretary-General, for the purposes of article XII(1)(a)(v) of the 1978 
STCW Convention, to transmit certified copies of the present resolution and the text of the 
amendments contained in the annex to all Parties to the 1978 STCW Convention;  
 
6 ALSO REQUESTS the Secretary-General to transmit copies of this resolution and its 
annex to Members of the Organization, which are not Parties to the 1978 STCW Convention. 
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ANNEX 
 

AMENDMENTS TO THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION ON STANDARDS OF 
TRAINING, CERTIFICATION AND WATCHKEEPING FOR SEAFARERS (STCW), 1978 

 
CHAPTER I 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 
 
Regulation I/1 
Definitions and clarifications 
 
1 In paragraph 1, the following new definition is added after existing sub-paragraph .44: 
 

".45 Original form means a paper or an electronic form of any certificate required 
by the Convention, issued in the format approved by the Administration, 
provided that the minimum information, as required in paragraph 4 of 
section A-I/2 of the STCW Code, is readily available." 

 
Regulation I/2 
Certificates and endorsements 
 
2 Paragraph 11 is replaced by the following, together with the associated footnote:  

 
"11 Subject to the provisions of regulation I/10, paragraph 5, any certificate 
required by the Convention must be kept available in its original form on board the 
ship on which the holder is serving. If an electronic form* is used, the minimum 
required data must be accessible as defined by the Administration in accordance with 
the STCW Code, which is necessary to initiate a verification procedure. 
_____________ 
* Refer to the Guidelines on the use of electronic certificates of seafarers (MSC.1/Circ.1665)." 

 
 

*** 
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RESOLUTION MSC.541(107) 
(adopted on 8 June 2023) 

 
AMENDMENTS TO PART A OF THE SEAFARERS' TRAINING,  

CERTIFICATION AND WATCHKEEPING (STCW) CODE 
 
 
THE MARITIME SAFETY COMMITTEE, 
 
RECALLING Article 28(b) of the Convention on the International Maritime Organization 
concerning the functions of the Committee, 
 
RECALLING ALSO article XII and regulation I/1.2.3 of the International Convention on 
Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978 ("the 1978 STCW 
Convention"), concerning the procedures for amending part A of the Seafarers' Training, 
Certification and Watchkeeping Code ("the STCW Code"), 
 
RECOGNIZING the need for providing a timely response to the global digitalization trend, as 
well as a solution for the management and control of seafarers' certificates issued pursuant to 
the 1978 STCW Convention, 
 
HAVING CONSIDERED, at its 107th session, amendments to part A of the STCW Code, 
proposed and circulated in accordance with article XII(1)(a)(i) of the 1978 STCW Convention, 
 
1 ADOPTS, in accordance with article XII(1)(a)(iv) of the 1978 STCW Convention, 
amendments to the STCW Code, the text of which is set out in the annex to the present 
resolution; 
 
2 DETERMINES, in accordance with article XII(1)(a)(vii)(2) of the 1978 STCW 
Convention, that said amendments to the STCW Code shall be deemed to have been accepted 
on 1 July 2024, unless, prior to that date, more than one third of Parties or Parties the combined 
merchant fleets of which constitute not less than 50% of the gross tonnage of the world's 
merchant shipping of ships of 100 gross register tons or more have notified to the 
Secretary-General of the Organization that they object to the amendments; 
 
3 INVITES Parties to note that, in accordance with article XII(1)(a)(ix) of the 1978 STCW 
Convention, the amendments to the STCW Code annexed hereto shall enter into force 
on 1 January 2025 upon their acceptance, in accordance with paragraph 2 above; 
 
4 URGES Parties to implement the amendments to section A-I/2 of the STCW Code at 
an early stage; 
 
5 REQUESTS the Secretary-General, for the purposes of article XII(1)(a)(v) of the 1978 
STCW Convention, to transmit certified copies of the present resolution and the text of the 
amendments contained in the annex to all Parties to the 1978 STCW Convention;  
 
6 ALSO REQUESTS the Secretary-General to transmit copies of this resolution and its 
annex to Members of the Organization, which are not Parties to the 1978 STCW Convention. 
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ANNEX 

 
AMENDMENTS TO PART A OF THE SEAFARERS' TRAINING,  

CERTIFICATION AND WATCHKEEPING (STCW) CODE  
 

CHAPTER I  
STANDARDS REGARDING GENERAL PROVISIONS  

 
 

Section A-I/2  
Certificates and endorsements 
 
1 Paragraph 4 is replaced by the following: 
 

"4 In using formats which may be different from those set forth in this section, 
pursuant to regulation I/2, paragraph 10, Parties shall ensure that in all cases: 
 

.1 all information relating to the identity and personal description of the 
holder, including name, date of birth, photograph and signature, 
along with the date on which the document was issued, shall be 
displayed on the same side of the documents; 

 
.2 all information relating to the capacity or capacities in which the 

holder is entitled to serve, in accordance with the applicable safe 
manning requirements of the Administration, as well as any 
limitations, shall be prominently displayed and easily identified; 

 
.3 the terms "front", "back" and "overleaf", as referred to in these 

provisions, are not applicable for certificates and endorsements in 
electronic form; and 

 
.4 an official seal, photograph and signature of seafarer are not 

necessary for certificates and endorsements in electronic form." 
 
 

***
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ANNEX 6 
 

RESOLUTION MSC.478(102) 
(adopted on 5 November 2020) 

 
AMENDMENTS TO PART B OF THE SEAFARERS' TRAINING,  
CERTIFICATION AND WATCHKEEPING CODE (STCW CODE) 

 
 
THE MARITIME SAFETY COMMITTEE,  
 
RECALLING Article 28(b) of the Convention on the International Maritime Organization 
concerning the functions of the Committee,  
 
RECALLING ALSO regulation I/1.2.4 of the International Convention on Standards of Training, 
Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978 (the 1978 STCW Convention), regarding 
the procedure for amendments to part B (recommendatory part) of the Seafarers' Training, 
Certification and Watchkeeping Code (STCW Code),  
 
NOTING THAT the List of certificates or documentary evidence required under the 1978 STCW 
Convention, as set out in table B-I/2 of the STCW Code, should provide updated and clear 
guidance for STCW Parties, Administrations, PSC authorities, recognized organizations and 
other relevant parties, 
 
HAVING CONSIDERED, at its 102nd session, amendments to part B of the STCW Code 
proposed by the Sub-Committee on Human Element, Training and Watchkeeping at its sixth 
session,  
 
1 ADOPTS amendments to part B of the STCW Code, the text of which is set out in the 
annex to the present resolution;  
 
2 RECOMMENDS that Parties use the amendments to part B of the STCW Code as 
recommended guidance for the implementation, application and enforcement of measures to 
give the Convention full and complete effect in a uniform manner; 
 
3 DETERMINES that said amendments should become effective on 1 January 2021. 
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AMENDMENTS TO PART B OF THE SEAFARERS' TRAINING,  
CERTIFICATION AND WATCHKEEPING CODE (STCW CODE)* 

 
 

CHAPTER I – Guidance regarding general provisions 
 
1 "Table B-I/2" in section B-I/2 is replaced by the following: 
 

"Table B-I/2 
 

List of certificates or documentary evidence required under the STCW Convention 
 
The list below identifies all certificates or documentary evidence described in the Convention 
which authorize the holder to serve in certain capacities, perform certain duties or functions or 
be assigned certain responsibilities on board ships. The certificates are subject to the 
requirements of regulation I/2 regarding language and their availability in original form. 
 

The list also references the relevant regulations and the requirements for endorsement, 
registration and revalidation. 
 

R
e

g
u

la
ti

o
n

s
 Type of 

certificate or 
documentary 
evidence and 
brief 
description 

Seafarers required 
to hold the 
certificate or 
documentary 
evidence 

Endorsement 
attesting 
recognition of 
a certificate 
required¹ 

Registration 
required² 

Revalidation 
of a 
certificate or 
maintenance 
of the 
required 
standard of 
competence³ 

II/1, II/2, 
II/3,  
III/1, 
III/2, 
III/3, 
III/6,  
IV/2, 
VII/2 

Certificate of 
Competency4  
 

Masters, officers and 
GMDSS radio 
operators 

Yes Yes Yes5 

II/4, II/5, 
III/4,  
III/5, 
III/7, 
VII/2 

Certificate of 
Proficiency  

Ratings forming part 
of a navigational or 
engine-room watch 
(other than those 
under training or 
whose duties are of 
an unskilled nature), 
and ratings serving 
as able seafarer 
deck, able seafarer 
engine or electro-
technical rating 

No Yes No 

 
 
*  Tracked changes have been created using "strikeout" for deleted text and "grey shading" to highlight all 

modifications and new insertions, including deleted text. 



MSC 102/24/Add.1 
Annex 6, page 3 

 

MSC 102-24-Add.1.docx 

 
 
 
V/1-1, 
V/1-2 
 
 
 
 

Certificate of 
Proficiency or 
endorsement to 
a Certificate of 
Competency – 
Basic training 
for oil and 
chemical or 
liquefied gas 
tanker cargo 
operations 

Officers assigned 
specific duties and 
responsibilities 
related to cargo or 
cargo equipment on 
board tankers 

Yes Yes Yes5 

V/1-1, 
V/1-2 

Certificate of 
Proficiency or 
endorsement to 
a Certificate of 
Competency – 
Advanced 
training for oil, 
chemical or 
liquefied gas 
tanker cargo 
operations  

Masters, chief 
engineer officers, 
chief mates, second 
engineer officers and 
any officer with 
immediate 
responsibility for 
loading, discharging, 
care in transit, 
handling of cargo, 
tank cleaning or 
other cargo-related 
operations on board 
tankers 

Yes Yes Yes5 

V/1-1, 
V/1-2 

Certificate of 
Proficiency or 
endorsement to 
an existing 
Certificate of 
Proficiency – 
Basic training 
for oil and 
chemical or 
liquefied gas 
tanker cargo 
operations 

Ratings assigned 
specific duties and 
responsibilities 
related to cargo or 
cargo equipment on 
board tankers 

No Yes No 

V/1-1, 
V/1-2 

Certificate of 
Proficiency or 
endorsement to 
an existing 
Certificate of 
Proficiency – 
Advanced 
training for oil, 
chemical or 
liquefied gas 
tanker cargo 
operations 

Any person, other 
than masters and 
officers, with 
immediate 
responsibility for 
loading, discharging, 
care in transit, 
handling of cargo, 
tank cleaning or 
other cargo-related 
operations on board 
tankers 

No Yes No 

V/2 
Documentary 
evidence – 
Safety training  

Personnel providing 
direct service to 
passengers in 
passenger spaces on 
board passenger 
ships 

No No No 
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V/2 

 
Documentary 
evidence – 
Passenger ship 
crowd 
management 
training 

Masters, officers, 
ratings qualified in 
accordance with 
chapters II, III and VII 
and other personnel 
designated on the 
muster list to assist 
passengers in 
emergency situations 
on board passenger 
ships 

No No Yes6 

V/2 

Documentary 
evidence – 
Crisis 
management 
and human 
behaviour 
training 

Masters, chief 
engineer officers, 
chief mates, second 
engineer officers and 
any person 
designated on the 
muster list of having 
responsibility for the 
safety of passengers 
in emergency 
situations on board 
passenger ships 

No No Yes6 

V/2 

Documentary 
evidence – 
Passenger 
safety, cargo 
safety and hull 
integrity training 

Masters, chief 
engineer officers, 
chief mates, second 
engineer officers and 
every person 
assigned immediate 
responsibility for 
embarking and 
disembarking 
passengers, for 
loading, discharging 
or securing cargo, or 
for closing hull 
openings on board 
ro-ro passenger 
ships 

No No Yes6 

V/3 

Certificate of 
Proficiency – 
Basic training 
for service on 
ships subject to 
the IGF Code 

Seafarers 
responsible for 
designated safety 
duties associated 
with the care, use or 
in emergency 
response to the fuel 
on board ships 
subject to the IGF 
Code 

No Yes Yes6 

V/3 

Certificate of 
Proficiency – 
Advanced 
training for 
service on ships 
subject to the 
IGF Code 
 

Masters, engineer 
officers and all 
personnel with 
immediate 
responsibility for the 
care and use of fuels 
and fuel systems on 
ships subject to the 
IGF Code 

No Yes Yes6 
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V/4 

Certificate of 
Proficiency – 
Basic training 
for ships 
operating in 
polar waters 

Masters, chief mates 
and officers in 
charge of a 
navigational watch 
on ships operating in 
polar waters, as 
required by the Polar 
Code 

No Yes Yes5 

V/4 

Certificate of 
Proficiency – 
Advanced 
training for ships 
operating in 
polar waters 

Masters and chief 
mates on ships 
operating in polar 
waters, as required 
by the Polar Code 

No Yes Yes5 

VI/1 
Certificate of 
Proficiency7 – 
Basic training 

Seafarers employed 
or engaged in any 
capacity on board 
ship on the business 
of that ship as part of 
the ship's 
complement with 
designated safety or 
pollution-prevention 
duties in the 
operation of the ship 

No Yes Yes8 

VI/2 

Certificate of 
Proficiency7 – 
Survival craft 
and rescue 
boats other than 
fast rescue 
boats  

Seafarers designated 
to operate survival 
craft and rescue 
boats other than fast 
rescue boats 

No Yes Yes8 

VI/2 

Certificate of 
Proficiency – 
Fast rescue 
boats 

Seafarers designated 
to operate fast 
rescue boats 

No Yes Yes8 

VI/3 

Certificate of 
Proficiency7 – 
Advanced fire 
fighting 

Seafarers designated 
to control fire-fighting 
operations 

No Yes Yes8 

VI/4 
Certificate of 
Proficiency7, 11 – 
Medical first aid  

Seafarers designated 
to provide medical 
first aid on board 
ship 

No Yes No 

VI/4 
Certificate of 
Proficiency11 – 
Medical care 

Seafarers designated 
to take charge of 
medical care on 
board ship 

No Yes No 

VI/5 

Certificate of 
Proficiency – 
Ship security 
officer 

Seafarers designated 
as ship security 
officer 

No Yes No 
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VI/6 

Certificate of 
Proficiency9, 10 – 
Security 
awareness 
training 

Seafarers employed 
or engaged in any 
capacity on board a 
ship which is 
required to comply 
with the provisions of 
the ISPS Code on 
the business of that 
ship as part of the 
ship's complement 
without designated 
security duties 

No Yes No 

VI/6 

Certificate of 
Proficiency 9, 10 – 
Training for 
seafarers with 
designated 
security duties 

Seafarers designated 
to perform security 
duties, including anti-
piracy and anti-
armed-robbery-
related activities 

No Yes No 

 
Notes: 
 
1 Endorsement attesting recognition of a certificate means endorsement in accordance 
with regulation I/2, paragraph 7, issued under the conditions specified in regulation I/10, 
paragraph 1. Documentary proof that an application for an endorsement has been submitted 
to the Administration shall also be accepted under the conditions specified in regulation I/10 
paragraph 5. 

 
2 Registration required means as part of a register or registers in accordance with 
regulation I/2, paragraph 14. 
 
3 Revalidation of a certificate or maintenance of the required standard of competence 

means establishing continued professional competence in accordance with regulation I/11, 

undertaking appropriate refresher training or providing evidence of having achieved or 

maintained the required standards of competence in accordance with regulations V/2 and V/3; 

and sections A-VI/1 to A-VI/3, as applicable. 

 
4 In accordance with article VIII, if a seafarer serves in a capacity for which they do not 
hold the appropriate certificate, a dispensation issued by the Administration should be 
required. However, this is not applicable to radio operators, unless the relevant radio 
regulations provide otherwise. 

 
5 Revalidation in accordance with regulation I/11. 
 
6 As required by regulations V/2, paragraph 4 and V/3, paragraph 12, seafarers shall, 
at intervals not exceeding 5 years, undertake appropriate refresher training or be required to 
provide evidence of having achieved the required standard of competence within the previous 
5 years. 
 
7 The certificates of competency issued in accordance with regulations II/1, II/2, II/3, 
III/1, III/2, III/3, III/6 and VII/2 include the proficiency requirements in "basic training", "survival 
craft and rescue boats other than fast rescue boats", "advanced fire fighting", and "medical first 
aid"; therefore, holders of certificates mentioned are not required to carry Certificates of 
Proficiency in respect of those competencies in chapter VI. 
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8 Seafarers qualified under regulation VI/1 (basic training) related to the competencies 
ʺpersonal survival techniquesʺ and ʺfire prevention and fire fightingʺ, regulation VI/2 (survival 
craft, rescue boats and fast rescue boats) and regulation VI/3 (advanced fire fighting) are 
required, every 5 years, to provide evidence of having maintained the required standards of 
competency in accordance with the provisions of sections A-VI/1, paragraph 3; A-VI/2, 
paragraphs 5 and 11; and A-VI/3, paragraph 5. 
 
9 Ship security officer training encompasses the competency requirements of section 
A-VI/6, and therefore holders of such a certificate of proficiency should not be required to 
undergo further training and obtain certification under section A-VI/6 related to competency for 
security awareness and training for seafarers with designated security duties. In addition, 
training for seafarers with designated security duties encompasses the competency 
requirements of section A-VI/6, paragraph 4, and therefore holders of such certificate of 
proficiency should not be required to undergo further training and obtain certification related to 
competency for security awareness.  
 
10 Where security awareness training or training in designated security duties is not 
included in the qualification for the certificate to be issued, a certificate of proficiency shall be 
issued indicating that the holder has attended a course of training for designated security 
duties.  
 
11 Where training in medical first aid or medical care is not included in the qualifications 
for the certificate to be issued, a certificate of proficiency shall be issued indicating that the 
holder has attended a course of training in medical first aid or in medical care. 
 
 

***


