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RESOLUTION J.D. No. 033-2024 

 

WHEREBY RESOLUTION J.D. NO. 076-2020 OF OCTOBER 8th, 2010, 

REGULATIONS FOR TRAINING, CERTIFICATION AND WATCHKEEPING FOR 

SEAFARERS WORKING ON BOARD SEAGOING SHIPS IN ACCORDANCE WITH 

THE 1978 STCW CONVENTION, AS AMENDED, IS MODIFIED. 

 

 

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY, in use of its 

legal powers conferred by Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998, 

 

WHEREAS 

 

That this resolution was adopted by the Board of Directors of the Panama Maritime 

Authority at its Session No. 007-2024, held on the November 27th, 2024, after evaluating 

the elements brought to its attention. 

 

That through Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998, the Panama Maritime Authority 

was created, unifying the different maritime competencies of the public administration, 

and establishing that its functions include recommending policies and actions, exercising 

administrative acts, and enforcing the legal and regulatory standards related to the 

maritime sector. 

 

That Article 4 of Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998, states in its numeral 7, that 

the Panama Maritime Authority has the function of evaluating and proposing to the 

Executive Body and other state entities, as required, the necessary measures for the 

adoption of international treaties and conventions related to the activities developed within 

the maritime sector. 

 

That within the organic structure of the Panama Maritime Authority is the General 

Directorate of Seafarers, an agency of administrative services and program execution, 

whose operation and internal organization is in accordance with the provisions of Decree 

Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998, as modified by Law No. 57 of August 6th, 2008, as well 

as the regulations issued in development thereof. 

 

That according to numeral 1 of Article 33 of the aforementioned regulation, one of the 

functions of the General Directorate of Seafarers of the Panama Maritime Authority is to 

enforce the legal regulations in force on education, training, certification and 

watchkeeping of seafarers, in accordance with the provisions of the International 

Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers of 

1978, as amended (1978 STCW Convention, as amended). 

 

That the Republic of Panama, by means of Law No. 8 of January 26th, 1959, approved in 

all its parts the text of the Convention relative to the Intergovernmental Maritime 

Consultative Organization, currently the International Maritime Organization (IMO), 

subscribed on March 6th, 1948, during the Maritime Conference of the United Nations 

Organization, held in the City of Geneva, Switzerland, from February 19 to March 6, 1948. 

 

By Law No. 4 of May 15th, 1992, the Republic of Panama approved the International 

Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 

1978, as amended (1978 STCW Convention, as amended), and this Convention and its 

STCW Code have been amended with the purpose of updating the standards for training, 
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certification and watchkeeping for seafarers, in accordance with the standards and needs 

of the international maritime industry, in view of which, this Maritime Administration has 

adopted said amendments. 

 

That the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, in its article I, on General Obligations 

under the Convention, establishes that the Parties undertake to promulgate all laws, 

decrees, orders and regulations, and to take all other steps which may be necessary to 

give the Convention full and complete effect, so as to ensure that, from the point of view 

of safety of life and property at sea and the protection of the marine environment, 

seafarers on board ships are qualified and fit for their duties. 

 

That by Resolution ADM No. 276-2015 of December 28th, 2015, the Panama Maritime 

Authority adopted the 2014 amendments to the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, 

and its STCW Code, adopted by Resolutions MSC.373(93) and MSC.374(93), both dated 

May 22nd, 2014, and which entered into force on January 1st, 2016. 

 

That by Resolution ADM No. 232-2016 of December 29th, 2016, the Panama Maritime 

Authority adopted the 2015 amendments to the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, 

and its STCW Code, adopted by Resolutions MSC.396(95) and MSC.397(95), both dated 

June 11th, 2015, and which entered into force on January 1st, 2017. 

 

That by Resolution ADM No. 123-2017 of July 28th, 2017, the Panama Maritime Authority 

adopted the 2016 amendments to the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, and its 

STCW Code, adopted by Resolutions MSC.416(97) and MSC.417(97), both dated 

November 25th, 2016, and which entered into force on July 1st, 2018. 

 

That by Resolution ADM No. 249-2021 of November 12th, 2021, the Panama Maritime 

Authority adopted the 2021 amendments to the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, 

and its STCW Code, adopted by Resolutions MSC.486(103) and MSC.487(103), both 

dated May 13th, 2021, and which entered into force on January 1st, 2023. 

 

That the 2023 amendments to the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, and its STCW 

Code arise from the need to provide the maritime industry with a timely response to the 

global trend towards digitalization, as well as to provide a solution for the management 

and control of seafarers' certificates and certificates issued under this Convention. 

 

That by Resolution J.D. No. 076-2020 of October 8th, 2020 and its modifications, the 

Board of Directors of the Panama Maritime Authority, approved the Standards of Training, 

Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers who work on board seagoing ships in 

accordance with the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, which contains standards for 

the training and certification of seafarers, in compliance with the provisions established in 

the 1978 STCW Convention, amended and its STCW Code. 

 

That by means of Resolution J.D. No. 053-2021 of August 2, 2021, the Board of Directors 

of the Panama Maritime Authority amended Articles 2 and 17 of the Annex to Resolution 

J.D. No. 076-2020 of October 8th, 2020. 

 

That by means of Resolution J.D. No. 053-2022 of September 22nd, 2022, the Board of 

Directors of the Panama Maritime Authority amended Article 3 of the Annex to Resolution 

J.D. No. 076-2020 of October 8th, 2020. 
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That through Resolution ADM No. 014-2021 of February 17th, 2021, the Panama Maritime 

Authority resolved to implement in the Republic of Panama, the Code for the 

Implementation of the Mandatory Instruments of the IMO, (Code III), adopted by the 

International Maritime Organization through Resolution A.1070(28) of December 04th, 

2013. 

 

That the Republic of Panama remains in the Circular MSC.1/Circ.1163 (latest revision) of 

the International Maritime Organization (IMO), which presents the list of States Parties 

that have communicated information which demonstrates that full and complete effect is 

given to the relevant provisions of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended (White List), 

and has also submitted information regarding the reports of the independent evaluations 

pursuant to this Convention, which was confirmed by the Maritime Safety Committee of 

the IMO, through Circular MSC.1/Circ.1164 (latest revision). 

 

That because of the above, the Directorate General of Seafarers continues to strengthen 

the training and certification processes for seafarers who work on board ships, and to 

guarantee that they have the competencies, proficiencies, knowledge and skills required 

to perform the tasks, functions and capacities on board, given that the human factor is an 

issue that affects maritime safety, the safety of life at sea, as well as the protection of the 

marine environment. 

 

That the Panama Maritime Authority, representing the Republic of Panama as a Member 

State of the International Maritime Organization (IMO), has the responsibility of 

guaranteeing the full and total effectiveness of the provisions of the International 

Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, 

amended (1978 STCW Convention, as amended) and STCW Code, as well as adopting 

the approved amendments to said Convention through the procedures established by the 

IMO for this purpose, and keep the mandatory instruments of the International Maritime 

Organization (IMO) updated, of which the Republic of Panama is a Party. 

 

That it is considered necessary to establish the provisions of the Administration, under 

the requirements of the Code for the Implementation of IMO Instruments (Code III), in 

order to fulfill the obligations and responsibilities as Flag State, which contribute to 

compliance with the requirements of the applicable international instruments of the IMO, 

including the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, and its STCW Code, with the aim of 

ensuring the safety of life at sea and the prevention of pollution. 

 

That by virtue of the 2023 amendments to the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, and 

its STCW Code, it is necessary to regulate them in the national regulations, with the 

purpose of ensuring the effective control of the Panamanian Maritime Administration in 

the execution of said Convention and Code, keeping updated the mandatory instruments 

of which the Republic of Panama is signatory, with the purpose of complying with 

international standards, as well as maintaining the efficiency and competitiveness of the 

Panamanian registry of ships and seafarers, in view of which, it is required to modify 

articles and add a Chapter in Resolution J. D. No. 076-2020 of October 8th, 2020 and 

subrogate Resolution J.D. No. 053-2022 of September 22nd, 2022, respectively. 

 

That Article 18, paragraphs 3, 7 and 9 of Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998, states 

that the functions of the Board of Directors of the Panama Maritime Authority are to adopt 

administrative, scientific and technological policies that promote and ensure the 
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competitiveness and profitability of the maritime sector and the development of its human 

resources; to establish the organization of the Authority, as well as to structure, regulate, 

determine, fix, alter and impose rates and fees for the services provided by the Authority; 

therefore, 

 

RESOLVED: 

 

FIRST: MODIFY Article 3 of Chapter I of the Annex to Resolution J.D. No. 076-

2020 of October 8th, 2020, REGULATIONS FOR TRAINING, 

CERTIFICATION AND WATCHKEEPING FOR SEAFARERS 

WORKING ON BOARD SEAGOING SHIPS IN ACCORDANCE WITH 

1978 STCW CONVENTION, AS AMENDED, which shall read as follows: 

 

Article 3: Definitions 

For the purposes of these Regulations and except as otherwise expressly 

provided herein, the following definitions shall apply: 

 

1. Updating of Professional Competence: Any program or course 

approved by the DGS, in order to update the professional 

competence of seafarers, in the event of amendments to the 

minimum standards of competence set out in the 1978 STCW 

Convention, as amended and its STCW Code and/or national or 

international legislation related to the training and competence 

standards of seafarers, in according to Regulation I/11 of the 1978 

STCW Convention, as amended and Section A-I/11 of the STCW 

Code. 

 

2. Administration: The Government of the Party whose flag the ship 

is entitled to fly. 

 

3. Polar waters: The Arctic waters and/or Antarctic area, as defined in 

Regulations XIV/1.2 to XIV/1.4 of the SOLAS Convention. 

 

4. High voltage: An alternating current (AC) or direct current (DC) 

voltage in excess of 1,000 volts. 

 

5. Approved: Approved by the General Directorate of Seafarers of the 

PMA, representing the Republic of Panama as a State Party, in 

accordance with the Regulations of the 1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended and its STCW Code.  

 

6. Audit: Systematic, independent and documented process for 

obtaining audit evidence and evaluating it objectively to determine 

the extent to which audit criteria are fulfilled.  

 

7. PMA: Panama Maritime Authority. 

 

8. Seagoing Ship: A ship other than those which navigate exclusively 

in inland waters or in waters within, or closely adjacent to, sheltered 

waters or areas where port regulations apply. 
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9. Passenger Ship: Ship defined in the 1974 SOLAS Convention, as 

amended. 

 

10. Ro-ro Passenger Ship: Passenger ship with ro-ro spaces or 

special category spaces as defined in the 1974 SOLAS Convention, 

as amended. 

 

11. Fishing Vessel: A vessel used for catching fish, whales, seals, 

walrus or other living resources of the sea.  

 

12. Oil Tanker: Ship constructed and used for the carriage of petroleum 

and petroleum products in bulk. 

 

13. Chemical Tanker: Ship constructed or adapted and used for the 

carriage in bulk of any liquid product listed in Chapter 17 of the 

International Bulk Chemical Code. 

 

14. Liquefied Gas Tanker: Ship constructed or adapted and used for 

the carriage in bulk of any liquefied gas or other product listed in 

Chapter 19 of the International Gas Carrier Code. 

 

15. Cadet: A person (candidate) who is under training to obtain the 

certificate of deck, engineer or electro-technical officer. 

 

16. Master: The person having command of a ship. 

 

17. Maritime Training Center (MTC): Teaching institution engaged in 

maritime training, which has training programs and courses, 

qualified instructors, a quality standards system, facilities that 

include teaching rooms, required equipment and simulators, and 

has been authorized by the General Directorate of Seafarers of the 

Panama Maritime Authority, complying with the requirements set 

forth by the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, the STCW Code 

and the current law. 

 

18. Processing Certificate of Endorsement (CT): Documentary 

evidence issued pursuant to the provisions of paragraph 5 of 

Regulation I/10 of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, which 

allows a seafarer to serve for a period not exceeding three (3) 

months onboard a Panamanian-flagged ship, if he/she has a 

suitable, valid certificate issued by another Party, and when there is 

easily accessible documentary evidence that he/she has submitted 

a request for endorsement of this certificate to the General 

Directorate of Seafarers (DGS). 

 

19. Training Course or Program Certificate: Document issued by a 

MTC authorized by the DGS, which constitutes documentary 

evidence or evidence of having approved training of the 

competencies required by the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended 

and its STCW Code. 
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20. Certificate of Proficiency: Certificate, other than a Certificate of 

Competency, issued to seafarers, stating that the relevant 

requirements of training, competencies or seagoing service in the 

1978 STCW Convention, as amended and its STCW Code have 

been met, issued by the DGS or a MTC, when so required. 

 

21. CICA: Certificate of Inspection of Crew Accommodation. 

 

22. Code for Implementation: IMO Instruments Implementation Code 

(III Code) adopted by the IMO by Resolution A. 1070(28). 

 

23. STCW Code: The Seafarers´ Training, Certification and 

Watchkeeping (STCW) Code as adopted by the 1995 Conference 

Resolution No. 2, as it may be amended by the IMO. 

 

24. IGF Code: The International Code of safety for ships using gases or 

other low-flashpoint fuels as defined in Regulation II-1/2.29 of the 

SOLAS Convention. 

 

25. ISPS Code: The International Ship and Port Facility Security Code, 

adopted on 12 December 2002 by Resolution 2 of the Conference 

of Contracting Governments of the International Convention for the 

Safety of Life at Sea, 1974, as amended (SOLAS Convention) as 

may be amended by the IMO. 

 

26. Polar Code: The International Code for Ships Operating in Polar 

Waters, as defined in Regulation XIV/1.1 of the SOLAS Convention. 

 

27. Radio duties: As appropriate, watchkeeping and technical 

maintenance and repairs conducted in accordance with the Radio 

Regulations, the International Convention for the Safety of Life at 

Sea, 1974, as amended (SOLAS Convention), and, at the discretion 

of each Administration and the relevant recommendations of the 

IMO. 

 

28. Company: The owner of a ship or any other organization or person 

such as the manager, or the bareboat charterer, who has assumed 

the responsibility for operation of the ship from the ship-owner and 

who, on assuming such responsibility, has agreed to take over all 

the duties and responsibilities imposed on the company by these 

regulations. 

 

29. SOLAS Convention: International Convention for the Safety of Life 

at Sea, 1974, as amended. 

 

30. 1978 STCW Convention, as amended: International Convention 

on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for 

Seafarers, 1978, as amended. 
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31. MLC Convention, 2006, as amended: Maritime Labour 

Convention, 2006, as amended. 

 

32. Evaluation Criteria: Entries appearing in column 4 of the 

"Specification of Minimum Standard of Competence" tables in Part 

A of the STCW Code; and provide the means for an assessor to 

judge whether or not a candidate can perform the related tasks, 

duties and responsibilities. 

 

33. Criteria or Satisfaction of the Administration: The unified 

interpretations, developed and approved by the International 

Maritime Organization (IMO) and/or specialized International 

Organizations recognized by the International Maritime 

Organization (IMO), that given their judgment are satisfying the 

requirements for each specific case, recognized, in the first instance, 

by the General Directorate of Seafarers of the Panama Maritime 

Authority. 

 

34. Fault or Negligence: In the broad sense, by fault or negligence is 

understood not deploying in the fulfillment of obligations, the 

diligence that the law requires, especially when such action causes 

harm to third parties. 

 

35. Training Course: Training approved by the DGS so that seafarers 

reach the level of competence encompassing the knowledge, 

understanding and proficiency required to undertake the tasks, 

duties and responsibilities that are part of their functions, pursuant 

to the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended and its STCW Code. 

 

36. DGS: General Directorate of Seafarers of the Panama Maritime 

Authority. 

 

37. DGMM: General Directorate of Merchant Marine of the Panama 

Maritime Authority. 

 

38. Dispensation: Document issued by the PMA, under which a 

specific seafarer to serve in a specified ship for a specified period 

not exceeding six months in a capacity, for which he does not hold 

the appropriate certificate, provided that the person to whom the 

dispensation is issued shall be adequately qualified to fill the vacant 

post in a safe manner, to the satisfaction of the Administration, in 

accordance with the Article VIII of the 1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended. 

 

39. Malice: Bad faith that mediates in a person's actions, to obtain an 

unlawful purpose. 

 

40. Equivalencies: Educational and training plans that the DGS may 

maintain or adopt, including those involving seagoing services and 

an onboard organization especially adapted to technical advances 
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and to special types of ships and trades, provided that the level of 

seagoing service, knowledge and efficiency as regards navigational 

and technical handling of ship and cargo ensures a degree of safety 

at sea and has a preventive effect as regards pollution at least 

equivalent to the requirements of the 1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended and its STCW Code. 

 

41. Edict: Means of notification or subpoena ordered by the authority 

that hears the process, which is fixed in a visible place of the office, 

to communicate a resolution to a person or to subpoena him/her as 

his/her whereabouts or address is unknown. 

 

42. Independent Evaluation: That carried out by suitable qualified 

persons, independent of, or external to, the unit or activity being 

evaluated, to verify that the administrative and operational 

procedures set out by the DGS at all levels are managed, organized, 

undertaken and monitored internally in order to ensure their fitness 

for purpose and achievement of stated objectives. 

 

43. Competence Assessor: Any person who carries out the 

assessment of competence of seafarers, following the provisions set 

out by the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, approved by the 

DGS, to determine if a candidate is competent to perform the tasks, 

duties and responsibilities that are part of his/her functions, pursuant 

to the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended and its STCW Code, 

who will have adequate knowledge and understanding of the 

competence to be assessed, is duly qualified and has received the 

necessary guidance in assessment methods and practices; and in 

the case of conducting an evaluation in simulators, he/she will have 

acquired practical experience in the type of simulator in question, 

under the supervision of an experienced assessor. 

 

44. Assessment of Competence: It is the method by which the level of 

proficiency is measured, including the levels of knowledge, skills and 

theoretical-practical understanding, which a candidate for a 

certificate of competency must demonstrate according to the 

competence standards laid out in the 1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended and its STCW Code, to determine if the candidate can 

perform the functions, tasks, duties and responsibilities onboard a 

ship and related to the relevant certificate. 

 

45. Original form: Paper or an electronic form of any certificate 

required by the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, issued in the 

format approved by the PMA, provided that the minimum information 

required in paragraph 4 of Section A-I/2 of the STCW Code, is 

readily available. 

 

46. Force majeure: Circumstance that, because it cannot be foreseen 

or avoided, makes it absolutely impossible to fulfill the duties 

associated with the capacity. 
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47. Function: Group of tasks, duties and responsibilities, as specified 

in the STCW Code, necessary for ship operation, safety of life at sea 

or the protection of the marine environment. 

 

48. Offender: Any natural or legal person who incurs in one or more of 

the following precepts:  

a. Uses fraudulent means to obtain a certificate, endorsement, 

seaman’s book or documentary evidence for seafarers, by 

presenting inauthentic or altered documents;  

b. Cannot demonstrate that he/she complies with the training and 

competence required to undertake a specific duty or capacity 

onboard a ship; 

c. Provides a certificate, certificate endorsement, seaman’s book, 

documentary evidence or any other technical documentation 

altered by the holder thereof, or with his/her consent, that affects 

the capacity, limitation or term of the document;  

d. By commission or omission, he/she infringes any regulation, 

resolution, procedure or delegation of the DGS and/or national or 

international seafarer statute;  

e. Any other case or circumstance not pre-established by the current 

legislation which, in the opinion of the Administration, must be 

appreciated.  

 

49. Instructor: Any person with professional experience in training 

techniques, duly qualified for the type and level of training involved, 

both ashore and aboard, and any other teaching modality, 

according to the requirements prescribed in Section A-I/6 of the 

STCW Code, and approved by the DGS. 

 

50. Chief Engineer Officer: The senior engineer officer responsible for 

the mechanical propulsion and the operation and maintenance of 

the mechanical and electrical facilities of the ship. 

 

51. Seaman’s Book: Identity document issued to seafarers used to 

record the seagoing service rendered, which must be signed and 

stamped by the master of the ship. It should further include at least 

the following information: the name of the ship, official number of 

the ship, propellant power, gross tonnage. This document must be 

renewed every five (5) years. 

 

52. Rating: A member of the ship’s crew other than the master or an 

officer. 

 

53. Able Seafarer Deck: A rating qualified in accordance with the 

Regulation II/5 of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended. 

 

54. Able Seafarer Engine: A rating qualified in accordance with the 

Regulation III/5 of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended. 

 

55. Electro-technical rating: A rating qualified in accordance with the 
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Regulation III/7 of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended.  

 

56. Medical practitioner: Suitable professional to practice medicine, 

recognized by the PMA, that does the medical examinations of 

seafarers and issues medical certificates. 

 

57. Month: A calendar month or 30 days made up of periods of less 

than one month. 

 

58. Support Level: The level of responsibility associated with 

performing assigned tasks, duties or responsibilities onboard a 

seagoing ship under the direction of an individual serving in the 

operational or management level. 

 

59. Management Level: The level of responsibility associated with:  

a. Serving as master, chief mate, chief engineer officer or second 

engineer officer on board a seagoing ship, and 

b. Ensuring that all functions within the designated area of 

responsibility are properly performed.  

 

60. Operational Level: The level of responsibility related to the 

following:  

a. Serving as officer of the navigating watch or engine watch, duty 

officer in periodically unmanned machinery spaces, electro-

technical officer or radio operator on board a seagoing vessel, 

and 

b. Maintain direct control over the performance of all functions in 

the assigned area of responsibility in accordance with relevant 

procedures and under the direction of a person serving at the 

management level in that area of responsibility. 

 

61. Auditing Standard: Implementation Code. 

 

62. Standards of Competency: The level of proficiency to be achieved 

for proper performance of functions on board ship in accordance 

with the internationally agreed criteria established in the 1978 

STCW Convention, as amended, and its STCW Code, and 

incorporating prescribed standards or levels of knowledge, 

understanding and demonstrated skill. 

 

63. Notification: Action and effect of making known to the interested 

party, whatever its nature, or to its attorney-in-fact or representative, 

a resolution or act of the proceeding, which the law requires to be 

made known to it. Notifications may be presumed or tacit, by edict 

or personal. 

 

64. Officer: A crew member, other than the master, so designated by 

the laws or regulations of the country concerned or, failing this, by 

collective agreement or by custom. 
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65. Engineer Officer: An officer qualified in accordance with the 

provisions of Regulations III/1, III/2 or III/3 of the STCW'78 

Convention, as amended. 

 

66. Ship Security Officer: The person on board the ship, responsible 

to the Master, designated by the company to be responsible for the 

security of the ship, including the implementation and maintenance 

of the ship security plan and coordination with the company's 

security officer and port facility security officers. 

 

67. Deck Officer: An officer qualified in accordance with the provisions 

of Chapter II of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended. 

 

68. Electro-Technical Officer: An officer qualified in accordance with 

the provisions of Regulation III/6 of the 1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended. 

 

69. IMO: International Maritime Organization. 

 

70. ILO: International Labour Organization. 

 

71. RO: Recognized Organization. 

 

72. Party: Any State for which the 1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended, has entered into force. 

 

73. Passenger: Any person other than: 

a. The master, a member of the crew or other person employed or 

engaged on board the vessel in any capacity in connection with 

the activities of the ship. 

b. A child less than one (1) year old. 

 

74. Seagoing Service: Service on board a ship relevant to the issue or 

revalidation of a certificate or another qualification. 

 

75. Person linked to a terrorist act: a person who is identified as such 

by the Security Council of the United Nations and who will be 

included in the Offender Database of the PMA permanently or until 

the UN lifts the measure. 

 

76. Audit Scheme: IMO Member State Audit Scheme established by 

the IMO and taking into account the guidelines developed by the 

IMO, for which the Framework and Procedure for the IMO Member 

States Audit Plan should be consulted (Resolution A.1067 (28)). 

 

77. Propulsive Power: The total maximum continuous rated output 

power, in kilowatts, of all the ship's main propulsion machinery 

which appears on the ship´s certificate of registry or other official. 

 

78. Second Engineer Officer: The engineer officer next in rank to the 
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chief engineer officer and upon whom the responsibility for the 

mechanical propulsion and the operation and maintenance of the 

ship's mechanical and electrical installations of the ship will fall in 

the event of the chief engineer officer's incapacity. 

 

79. Chief Mate: The officer next in rank to the master and upon whom 

the command of the ship will fall in the event of the incapacity of the 

master. 

 

80. Upgrade Program: Program approved by the DGS for 

Panamanian nationals and foreigners holding a certificate of 

competency issued by the PMA, with the aim of obtaining an 

immediately higher certificate, and thus ensure that the participant 

has acquired the knowledge, understanding and proficiency 

required to perform at the management level, in accordance with 

the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended and its STCW Code. 

 

81. Training program: All training that comprises courses, modules or 

subjects, that may include a seagoing service duly approved by the 

DGS, and which entails the issuance of a certificate of competency 

or certificate of proficiency. 

 

82. Trials: Experiment or series of experiments that are conducted for 

a limited time and whose performance may involve the use of 

automated or integrated systems, whose purpose is to evaluate 

other methods to undertake certain tasks, or to observe certain 

provisions prescribed by the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, 

that offer at least the same degree of security, protection and 

pollution prevention as contemplated by the 1978 STCW 

Convention, as amended. 

 

83. Documentary Evidence: Documentation, other than a certificate 

of competency or a certificate of proficiency, used to establish that 

the relevant requirements of the 1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended, have been met. 

 

84. Radio Operator: The person holding a suitable certificate issued or 

recognized by the administration under the provisions of the Radio 

Regulations. 

 

85. GMDSS General or Restricted Radio Operator: A person 

qualified pursuant to Chapter IV of the 1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended. 

 

86. Remedy of Appeal: Also known as appeal, it is the means of 

contesting that is directed to the second-tier instance authority to 

revoke, clarify, modify or annul the decision of the first-tier instance 

authority. 

 

87. Remedy of Reconsideration: Ordinary means of contesting that is 
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filed before the same authority of first or only instance for it to 

revoke, clarify, modify or annul its decision. 

 

88. Endorsement of Certificate of Proficiency: Document attesting 

to the recognition of a certificate of proficiency issued to masters 

and officers under the provisions of Regulations V/1-1 and V/1-2, by 

a State Party, in accordance with the Regulation I/10 of the 1978 

STCW Convention, as amended, after the authenticity and validity 

of the certificate has been ensured. 

 

89. Endorsement of Certificate of Competency: Document attesting 

to the recognition of a certificate of competency issued to a master, 

officer or GMDSS radio operator, by a State Party, pursuant to 

Regulation I/10 of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, after 

the authenticity and validity of the certificate has been ensured. 

 

90. Regulations: Those contained in the Annex to the 1978 STCW 

Convention, as amended. 

 

91. Radio Regulations: Radio Regulations annexed to, or regarded as 

being annexed to, the most recent International 

Telecommunications Convention which may be in force at any time. 

 

92. Professional Competence Refresher: Any program or course 

approved by the DGS to ensure the continuity of the professional 

competence of seafarers, when: 

a. A person intends to re-embark after a staying-ashore period that 

exceeds five (5) years and cannot demonstrate the continuity of 

professional competence according to Regulation I-/11 of the 

1978 STCW Convention, as amended and Section A-I/11 of the 

STCW Code. 

b. A person is required to revalidate a certificate of proficiency or 

documentary evidence with the DGGM, when applicable. 

 

93. Resolution: Administrative Act, duly reasoned and based on law, 

which decides the merit of a petition, puts an end to an instance or 

decides an incident or appeal through the government. Every 

resolution shall contain a number, date of issuance, name of the 

authority that issues it and a recital in which the criteria that justify it 

are explained. The operative part shall contain the decision as well 

as the governmental remedies that proceed against it, the legal 

basis and the signature of the responsible officials. 

 

94. Revalidation: Process whereby the competence of a person is 

validated again concerning the certificate he or she holds under the 

provisions of Regulation I/11 and Section AI/11 of the STCW Code. 

 

95. Secretary-General: The person who holds the position of 

Secretary-General of the IMO. 
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96. Supervisor of Competency Assessors: Person designated by the 

maritime training center authorized to conduct the assessment of 

competence, to control, supervise and evaluate the performance of 

the competency assessors, including the application of the 

theoretical and practical examinations in accordance with the 

methods, practices, standards and criteria of the assessment of 

competence. 

 

97. Supervisor of instructors: Person designated by the maritime 

training center authorized to conduct courses and training 

programs, to control, supervise and evaluate the performance of 

instructors, including the application of theoretical and practical 

examinations in accordance with the methods, practices, standards 

and criteria of the training. 

 

98. Security Duties: All security tasks and duties performed on board 

ships as defined in Chapter XI-2 of the International Convention for 

the Safety of Life at Sea 1974, as amended, and in the International 

Ship and Port Facility Security Code (ISPS Code). 

 

99. Certificate: The valid document, under whatever name it is known, 

issued by the DGS, under which its holder is empowered to hold the 

capacity stated there or as authorized by the regulations of the 

country concerned. 

 

100. Certificated: Duly provided with a certificate. 

 

101. Alternative Certificate: Certificate other than those mentioned in 

the regulations of Chapters II and III of the 1978 STCW Convention, 

as amended and its STCW Code, whose levels of responsibility and 

the corresponding duties to be recorded therein and in the 

endorsements are drawn from sections A-II/1, A-II/2, A-II/3, A-II/4, 

A-II/5, A-III/1, A-III/2, A-III/3, A-III/4, A-III/5 and A-IV/2, and are 

identical to those listed therein. 

 

102. Certificate of Competency: Certificate issued and endorsed for 

masters, officers and GMDSS radio operators, pursuant to the 

provisions of Chapters II, III, IV and VII of the Annex to the 1978 

STCW Convention, as amended, which empowers its rightful holder 

to serve in the stipulated capacity and perform the duties provided 

for the specified level of responsibility. 

 

103. Near-coastal voyages: The voyages made near the coasts of the 

Republic of Panama: 

a. Up to a distance of 50 nautical miles measured from the 

baselines for the Caribbean Sea and Pacific Ocean littorals, 

as established in the legislation in force, or 

b. As determined by the PMA in the event of signing an 

Agreement with another State Party, in accordance with 

Regulation I/3 of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended. 
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SECOND: MODIFY Article 4 of Chapter II of the Annex to Resolution J.D. No. 076-2020 

of October 8th, 2020, REGULATIONS FOR TRAINING, CERTIFICATION 

AND WATCHKEEPING FOR SEAFARERS WORKING ON BOARD 

SEAGOING SHIPS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 1978 STCW 

CONVENTION, AS AMENDED, which shall read as follows: 

 

Article 4: Certificates to provide to serve on ships registered under the 

flag of Panama. 

 

In order to work on board ships registered under the Panamanian 

flag it is necessary: 

1. Be at least eighteen (18) years of age. 

2. Be in holding of a certificate of competency, certificate of 

proficiency, endorsement of certificate of competency, 

endorsement of certificate of proficiency, seaman´s book or 

documentary evidence issued by the PMA through the DGS, 

in compliance with the provisions of the 1978 STCW 

Convention, as amended and its STCW Code, of the present 

resolution, or the national regulations in force. 

 

Every certificate of competency, endorsement of certificate of 

competency, certificate of proficiency, endorsement of certificate 

of proficiency, seaman’s book, documentary evidence and 

medical certificate, required by this resolution, in accordance with 

the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, and its STCW Code, 

shall be available in original form, on board the ship on which the 

holder is serving. 

 

Seafarers may serve on board ships registered under the flag of 

Panama, for a period not exceeding three (3) months, having in 

possession of the Processing Certificate of Endorsement, issued 

by the DGS, as proof that they have applied for recognition of the 

certificate by endorsement, if they possess a suitable, valid 

certificate issued by another Party as prescribed in the 1978 

STCW Convention, as amended, and its STCW Code. 

 

Crewmembers holding capacities or positions on board, for which 

this resolution and the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, and 

its STCW Code, do not require a certificate of competency or 

certificate of proficiency, shall be in possession of a seaman´s 

book, as may be required by the DGS and the same shall be in 

original form on board the vessel on which the holder is serving. 

 

Any document other than the certificate in original form, except 

those permitted by the regulations in force, have no legal value in 

ships registered under the flag of Panama, without prejudice to 

any legal liabilities that may arise. 

 

Any holder of a certificate or endorsement of certificate of 

competency may serve in a capacity lower than that in which his 
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certificate or endorsement entitles him, but always within the 

same section or department of the ship, without the necessity of 

obtaining a new certificate or endorsement of certificate of 

competency for this lower capacity. 

 

THIRD: MODIFY Article 5 of Chapter II of the Annex to Resolution J.D. No. 076-2020 

of October 8th, 2020, REGULATIONS FOR TRAINING, CERTIFICATION 

AND WATCHKEEPING FOR SEAFARERS WORKING ON BOARD 

SEAGOING SHIPS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 1978 STCW 

CONVENTION, AS AMENDED, which shall read as follows: 

 

Article 5: Issuance and Registration of Certificates 

The DGS is the Directorate of the PMA, legally empowered to 

evaluate the supporting documents and issue the certificates and 

endorsements of certificates referred to in this resolution, in 

accordance with the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, and 

its STCW Code. 

 

The PMA may authorize other offices, by means of an official 

document stating the capacity and period of validity of such 

authorization, to issue certificates, when they have been 

previously evaluated and approved by qualified technical 

personnel authorized by the PMA. 

 

The DGS shall only issue a certificate to an applicant who fulfills, 

after verification of the authenticity and validity of the relevant 

documentary evidence, and is competent to perform the capacity, 

function and level stated in the certificate required, as provided 

for in this resolution, in compliance with Regulation I/2 of the 1978 

STCW Convention, as amended. 

 

The certificates and endorsements of certificates shall be drawn 

up and issued in the Spanish language with their respective 

translation into the English language in the same certificate or 

endorsement, as established in the 1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended. 

 

With respect to GMDSS radio operators, the DGS and the offices 

authorized by the PMA shall issue a separate certificate stating 

that the holder has the competencies set forth in the relevant 

regulations. 

 

The DGS will recognize by endorsement, a certificate of 

competency for Masters, Officers, GMDSS Operators, or a 

certificate of proficiency for Masters and Officers after verification 

of the authenticity and validity of the certificate and when it 

complies with the provisions of the 1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended and of the present resolution. 
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The DGS shall maintain such electronic records as it deems 

pertinent of all certificates and endorsements of certificates for 

the Deck Section, Engine Section, GMDSS Radio Operators and 

Ratings that have been issued, revalidated, expired, suspended 

or annulled, cancelled, lost or destroyed, duplicated; as well as 

waivers granted. 

 

The DGS may provide information on the register referred to in 

the preceding paragraph to other Parties, companies and 

seafarers requesting verification of the authenticity and validity of 

certificates presented by seafarers. 

 

The DGS will provide access to the minimum data required and 

determined by the PMA, in the event that an electronic form is 

used, in accordance with the STCW Code, to enable the 

procedure for verifying the authenticity and validity of the 

document. 

 

FOURTH: MODIFY Article 7 of Chapter I of the Annex to Resolution J.D. No. 076-2020 

of October 8th, 2020, REGULATIONS FOR TRAINING, CERTIFICATION 

AND WATCHKEEPING FOR SEAFARERS WORKING ON BOARD 

SEAGOING SHIPS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 1978 STCW 

CONVENTION, AS AMENDED, which shall read as follows: 

 

Article 7: Models of Certificates and Endorsements 

The models of certificates and endorsements of certificates 

adopted and issued by the DGS shall be regulated, and shall 

conform to the minimum information set forth in the models 

described in Regulation I/2 and Section A-I/2 of the 1978 STCW 

Convention, as amended, and its STCW Code. 

 

The DGS may issue certificates and endorsements of seafarers' 

certificates in original form, i.e., in paper or electronic form, in the 

format(s) approved by the PMA. 

 

FIFTH: ADD Chapter XXIV and Article 67 to the Annex of Resolution J.D. No. 076 

2020 of October 8th, 2020, REGULATIONS FOR TRAINING, 

CERTIFICATION AND WATCHKEEPING FOR SEAFARERS WORKING 

ON BOARD SEAGOING SHIPS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 1978 

STCW CONVENTION, AS AMENDED, as follows: 

 

CHAPTER XXIV  

CRITERIA OR SATISFACTION OF THE ADMINISTRATION 

 

Article 67: Criteria or Satisfaction of the Administration 

The General Directorate of Seafarers shall recognize, in the 

first instance, the term "Criteria or Satisfaction of the 

Administration", as the unified interpretations, developed and 

approved by the International Maritime Organization (IMO) 

and/or specialized International Organizations recognized by 
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the International Maritime Organization (IMO), which, in its 

judgment, are satisfying the requirements for each specific 

case. 

 

The General Directorate of Seafarers may establish its own 

interpretations to comply with the requirements of the 1978 

STCW Convention, as amended, and its STCW Code, which 

are left to the criteria or satisfaction of the Administration, 

through the regulations and provisions of the General 

Directorate of Seafarers of the Panama Maritime Authority. 

 

SIXTH: The other articles of Resolution J.D. No. 076-2020 of October 8th, 2020 and 

its corresponding Annex remain in effect. 

 

SEVENTH: This resolution subrogates Resolution J.D. No. 053-2022 of September 22nd, 

2022. 

 

EIGHTH: The present resolution shall become effective as of its promulgation in the 

Official Gazette of the Republic of Panama. 

 

LEGAL BASIS: Law No. 8 of January 26th, 1959. 

Law No. 4 of May 15th, 1992. 

Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998, as modified 

Resolution J.D. No. 076-2020 of October 8th, 2020, as modified 

Resolution ADM No. 014-2021 of February 17th, 2021. 

Resolution J.D. No. 053-2021 of August 2nd, 2021. 

Resolution ADM No.148-2011 of November 18th, 2011.  

Resolution ADM No. 276-2015 of December 28th, 2015.  

Resolution ADM No. 232-2016 of December 29th, 2016.  

Resolution ADM No. 123-2017 dated July 28th, 2017.  

Resolution ADM No. 249-2021 of November 12, 2021. 

Resolution ADM No. 302-2023 of December 29th, 2023. 

 

TO BE PUBLISHED AND COMPLIED WITH 

 

Given in the City of Panama, on the twenty-seventh (27th) day of the month of November 

of the year two thousand and twenty-four (2024). 

 

 

THE PRESIDENT                   THE SECRETARY 

 

 

 

(signed)                                                               (signed) 

JUAN CARLOS ORILLAC U.               LUIS A. ROQUEBERT V. 

MINISTER OF THE PRESIDENCY    ADMINISTRATOR OF THE PANAMA  

                                                  MARITIME AUTHORITY 

 
JCOU/LARV 

 

 


