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RESOLUTION J.D. No. 053 -2021 

 

 

The BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY, using its legal 

powers, and 

 

CONSIDERING: 

 

That by means of Law Decree No. 7 of February 10th, 1998, the Panama Maritime Authority was 

created, the different maritime powers of the public administration were unified, and it is 

established that among its duties are, to recommend policies and actions, to perform 

administrative acts, and enforce laws and regulations related to the maritime sector. 

 

That accordingly, the article 4 of Law Decree No. 7 of February 10th, 1998, states on its section 

7, that the Panama Maritime Authority, has the task of evaluating and proposing to the Executive 

Body and other State entities that so require, the necessary measures for the adoption of 

international treaties and agreements concerning the activities performed within the maritime 

sector. 

 

That within the organic structure of the Panama Maritime Authority, there is the General 

Directorate of Seafarers, an agency of administrative services and program execution, whose 

internal operation and organization is in accordance with what is specified in Law Decree No. 7 

of February 10th, 1998, and also in the regulations made to develop it.  

 

That according to numeral 1 of article 33 of the foregoing norm, the General Directorate of 

Seafarers of the Panama Maritime Authority, has among its tasks, to enforce the current legal 

regulations on education, training, certification and watchkeeping of the seafarers, in accordance 

with the provisions of the international agreements ratified by the Republic of Panama. 

 

That through Law No. 4 of May 15th, 1992, the Republic of Panama became a Party to the 

International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers 

1978, as amended (1978 STCW Convention, as amended), and through Resolution ADM No. 

148-2011 of November 18th, 2011, adopted Resolution I completely and Annex I of Resolution 2, 

adopted on June 25th, 2010, through the Manila Amendments 2010 to the 1978 STCW 

Convention, as amended and its STCW Code, respectively. 

 

That the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, on its Article I on General Obligations 

contracted by virtue of the Convention, establishes that the Parties undertake to promulgate all 

the necessary laws, decrees, orders and regulations and take all other steps which may be 

necessary to give the Convention full and complete effect, so as to ensure that, from the point of 

view of the safety of life and property at sea and of the protection of the marine environment, the 

seafarers on board ships are qualified and fit for their duties. 
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That by means of Resolution ADM No. 276-2015 of December 28th, 2015, the 2014 

amendments to the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, were adopted, established in 

Resolutions MSC.373(93) and MSC.374(93), both of May 22nd, 2014, regarding the new 

Regulation I/16 and the amendment of Regulation 1/1.36, as well as the amendment to the 

STCW Code, referring to the new Section A-1/16 and the amendment of the Notes 6 and 7 of 

Table A-I/9, on the use of Code III on the implementation of IMO instruments. 

 

That by means of Resolution ADM No. 232-2016 of December 29th, 2016, the 2015 

amendments to the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended were adopted, established in 

Resolutions MSC.396(95) and MSC.397(95), both of June 11th, 2015, relating to the special 

training requirements for personnel on ships governed by the International Code of Safety for 

Ships Using Gases or other Low-flashpoint Fuels (IGF Code). 

 

That by means of Resolution ADM No. 123-2017 of July 28th, 2017, the 2016 amendments to the 

1978 STCW Convention, as amended, were adopted, established in Resolutions MSC.416(97) 

and MSC.417(97), both from November 25th, 2016, regarding the special training requirements 

for the personnel of certain types of ships and minimum requirements applicable to the training 

and qualifications of master and deck officers on ships operating in polar waters. 

 

That Resolution J.D, No. 076-2020 of October 8th, 2020, approved the Regulations for Training, 

Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers who work aboard seagoing ship in accordance 

with the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, which contains standards for the training and 

certification of seafarers, in compliance with the provisions established in the Convention on 

Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, as amended (1978 

STCW Convention, as amended) and its STCW Code. 

 

The Republic of Panama remains in the Circular MSC.1/Circ.1163 (latest revision) of the 

International Maritime Organization (IMO) presenting the list of Parties States that have 

submitted information which demonstrates that full and complete effect to the provisions of the 

1978 STCW Convention, as amended (White List), and has also presented information on the 

reports of independent evaluations carried out pursuant this Convention, which was confirmed 

by the IMO’s Maritime Safety Committee through Circular MSC.1/Circ.1164 (latest revision). 

 

That due to the previous, the General Directorate of Seafarers, continues to strengthen the 

processes of training and certification of seafarers who work on board ships, and ensuring they 

have the competence, proficiency, knowledge, understanding and aptitude required for perform 

the tasks, duties and capacities on board, since the human factor is an issue that affects 

maritime safety, safeguarding life at sea, as well as the protection of the marine environment. 
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That following the principle of continuous improvement, it is important for this Maritime 

Administration, to perform constant analysis of the implemented regulations, in order to verify 

their effectiveness, in response to which necessary to update the regulations approving the 

regulation of training, certification and watchkeeping for seafarers  that work on board seagoing 

ship, in accordance with the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, and modify Resolution J.D. 

No. 076-2020 of October 8th, 2020, with the purpose of meeting the international standards, and 

maintain the efficiency and competitiveness of the Panama shipping registry and the seafarers. 

 

That article 18, numerals 3, 7 and 9 of Law Decree No. 7 of February 10th, 1998, states that the 

tasks of the Board of Directors of the Panama Maritime Authority are to adopt the administrative, 

scientific and technological policies that promote and ensure the competitiveness and 

profitability of the maritime sector and the development of its human resources; establish the 

organization of the Authority, as well as structure, regulate, determine, fix, alter and impose rates 

and fees for the services provided by the Authority; so that, 

 

RESOLVES: 

 

FIRST:  Modify Article 2 and 17 of the Annex to Resolution J.D. No. 076-2020 of October 8th, 

2020, REGULATIONS FOR OF TRAINING, CERTIFICATION AND 

WATCHKEEPING FOR SEAFARERS WORKING ON BOARD SEAGOING SHIPS 

ACCORDING TO THE 1978 STCW CONVENTION, AS AMENDED, that remain as 

follows:   

              Article 2.  Application Scope 

These Standards shall apply to seafarers who provide service on 

seagoing ship registered under the Panamanian flag, with the 

exception of seafarers who provide their services on: 

1. Warships, naval auxiliary units or ships other the ones owned by 

the State or owned by operators and companies dedicated 

exclusively to government non - commercial service;  

2. Fishing vessels; 

3. Pleasure yachts not engaged in trade; 

4. Wooden ships of primitive construction. 

The Panama Maritime Authority may establish regulations for the 

exceptions indicated in this article.  

 

Article 17: Medical Standards 

The General Directorate of Seafarers will regulate and establish the 

physical fitness standards for seafarers and the procedures for the 

issuance of medical certificates in accordance with Regulation I/9 

of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended and on Section AI/9 of 
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the STCW Code, and the National Standards for the performance 

of medical examinations of seafarers adopted by the General 

Directorate of Seafarers of the PMA, in accordance with the 

International Guidelines of the ILO/IMO, in order to ensure that 

those responsible for assessing the physical fitness of the 

seafarers are medical practitioners recognized , to perform medical 

examinations on seafarers.   

 

All seafarers who have a certificate issued according to the 

provisions of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, who serve 

on board Panamanian flag ships, shall also hold  a valid medical 

certificate issued in accordance with the provisions of the 

Regulation I/9 and of Section A-I/9 of the 1978 STCW Convention, 

as amended, and its STCW Code.  

 

All seafarers working on board Panamanian flag ships must 

demonstrate at intervals not exceeding two (2) years that they meet 

the established physical fitness standards and have a valid medical 

certificate issued by a medical practitioners recognized by the 

General Directorate of Seafarers. 

 

The General Directorate of Seafarers will regulate the reduction of 

the two-(2) year-interval of the medical certificate, as well as the 

limitations in the ability to work on board in the medical certificate, 

in order to guarantee that seafarers meet the standards of physical 

fitness. 

 

The General Directorate of Seafarers will maintain a registry of the 

medical practitioners authorized to perform medical examinations 

and to issue certificates, after verifying that they are suitable and 

familiar with those aspects of the life of seafarers that have a 

significant impact on their health conditions and physical fitness, 

according to their due responsibilities and duties on board. Medical 

examinations and inspections of their medical facilities will be 

performed in accordance with the procedures and guidelines 

adopted by the General Directorate of Seafarers.   

 

The General Directorate of Seafarers will accept medical 

certificates issued abroad, by medical practitioners not recognized 

by the PMA, when they comply with the following: 
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1. The minimum information required by Section A-I/9 of the STCW 

Code, 

2. The doctor issuing the certificate has the recognition of their due 

Maritime Administration, which shall be in writing somewhere in 

the medical certificate and the have the certificate issued 

according to the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended and/or 

the MLC, 2006, amended, without prejudice to the restrictions 

established by the PMA. 

 

The General Directorate of Seafarers will issue a model medical 

certificate in accordance with the minimum requirements 

established in Section A-I/9 of the STCW Code. 

 

The General Directorate of Seafarers will ensure the right to 

privacy on the medical results of seafarers who have undergone 

medical examinations as a condition for obtaining a certificate or 

serving on board, extending this commitment to all persons 

involved in the performance of the examinations or issuance of 

certificates, both in the medical and administrative services. The 

foregoing does not constitute an impediment to the inspections that 

must be performed periodically at the facilities of medical 

practitioners recognized. 

 

All seafarers who have been denied a medical certificate or have 

received a limitation to their ability to work within their medical 

certificate, required to serve on board, will have the opportunity to 

request reconsideration for their case according with the appeal 

system established by the General Directorate of Seafarers of the 

PMA.  

 

Medical certificates will be valid for a maximum period of two (2) 

years; and color vision tests for a maximum period of six (6) years. 

The seafarers' medical certificate, including the doctor's seal, must 

be drawn up in the official language of the issuing country. If the 

used language is not English, the text will include a translation into 

that language.  

 

In urgent cases, the PMA may issue a dispensation for a seafarer 

to work without a valid medical certificate until the next port of call 
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where he/she can obtain a certificate from a recognized doctor, so 

long as:  

1. The permit does not exceed three (3) months. 

2. The interested seafarer has a recently expired medical 

certificate.  

 

When the validity period of a medical certificate expires during the 

course of a journey, it will remain valid until the next port of call, 

where the concerned seafarer can obtain a medical certificate from 

a recognized physician, so long as this extension does not exceed 

three (3) months.  

 

SECOND: The other articles of J.D. Resolution No. 076-2020 of October 8th, 2020 and its 

corresponding Annex, remain in force. 

 

THIRD:  This resolution will take effect from its publication in the Official Gazette of the 

Republic of Panama.   

 

LEGAL BASIS:  Law No. 4 of May 15th, 1992.    

Law Decree No. 7 of February 10th, 1998 and its amendments. 

Resolution ADM No. 148-2011 of November 18th, 2011. 

Resolution ADM No. 276-2015 of December 28th, 2015. 

Resolution ADM No. 232-2016 of December 29th, 2016. 

Resolution ADM No. 123-2017 of July 28th, 2017. 

Resolution J.D. No. 076-2020 of October 8th, 2020. 

  

PUBLISH AND FULFILL 

 

Given in Panama City, on the second (2nd) day of August of the year two thousand and twenty-

one (2021). 

 

PRESIDENT                  SECRETARY 

 

(Signed)      (Signed) 

CARLOS GARCÍA MOLINO    NORIEL ARAÚZ V. 

VICE MINISTER OF THE PRESIDENCY  ADMINISTRATOR OF THE PANAMA MARITIME 

AUTHORITY 
 

CGM/NAV 


